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CARIBBEAN NATIONS FORM URBAN, RURAL PLANNING BODY 
Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 13 Aug 84 p 1 


[Text ] 


CSO: 





Regional town and country 
planners have formed 
themselves into an umbrella 
body to be officially launched 
on October 1. 


The Caribbean Conference for 
Town and Country Planning has as 
its aims to advance town and 
country planning as a profession in 
the interest of the region, and to 
foster co-operation among 
Caribbean territories and between 
the Caribbean and the rest of the 
world, in all matters relating to 
town and country planning. 

Regional town and country 
planners met in Barbados last 
Friday and Saturday to finalise 
ey for the establishment of the 

ody. Countries represented were 
Barbados, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Anguilla and the British Virgin 
Islands. 
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The formulation of _ this 
organisation came out of a 
recognition of the constraints 
imposed by the small size and 
relative lack of professional 
planners in the different territories 
of the region. 


It was agreed that an umbrella 
organisation at the regional level 
would facilitate the objective of 
advancing town and country 
planning in the interest of the 
region andalso foster closer 
collaboration among territories in 
the region and between these 
territories and the rest of the 
world. 

The group will embrace national 
associations where they exist, and 
where they do not exist in a 
territory, the relevant official 
agency responsible for town and 
country planning will be able to 


join the organisation 

This agency will hold mem- 
bership ‘‘in trust’ for a national 
association which will be formed 
as soon as it is practical 

The organisation hopes to foster 
co-operation among territories by 
exchanging and disseminating 
information, promoting education, 
training and research relevant to 
the needs of the region; and en- 


couraging vibrant national 
associations within member 
countries. 


The conference will meet at least 
once every two years. Other 
Caribbean territories will get an 
opportunity to ratify the Con- 
stitution and become members of 
the conference at a regional 
meeting of the Commonwealth 
Association of Planners scheduled 
for Jamaica in September 
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ACTIVITIES OF JAMAICAN FORCES IN GRENADA REPORTED 


Kingston THE SUNDAY GLEANER in English 19 Aug 84 p 29 


[Article by Margaret Morris] 


[Text] 
role of the J.D.F. in 


its first overseas de 


ployment is “assisting the police to 
provide the stability and security 
that the country requires at this 
moment so that the Interim Au- 
thority can get on with its job,” so 
says Lt-Col Delroy Ormsby, soft- 
pedalling the fact that our soldiers 
are the “teeth” of the Caribbean 
Peacekeeping Force and he its 


Commander-in-Chief. 

Currently, with routine security and crime 
prevention the responsibility of C.P.F. police 
units and the renascent Royal Grenadian 
Police Force, the military have assumed a low- 
key, “watching brief.” They conduct constant 
patrols islandwide. They provide security at 
the Richmond Hill Prison where the 20 
defandants in the Bishop murder inquiry are 

being held. They pro- 
vide security for the 
Governor General, 
and some security at 
the power station. 
They “maintain a pre- 
sence” in the north of 
the island at Sauteurs, 
and on Carriacou is- 
land. A_ small JOF 
Coastguard unit quar- 
tered at the Grenada 
Yacht Services marina 
are engaged in train- 


ing the Grenada 
Coastguard. 


There are approxi- 
mately 290 JDF soldiers 
in Grenada, plus a pla- 
toon (30 men) from Bar- 
bados and a section (9 
men) from Antigua. The 


Jamaican troops are from the Ist and 2nd Battal- 
ions of the Jamaica Regiment and are rotated every 
two months. The Commanding Officer stays three 
months. 

How much does this cost the Government of 
Jamaica? Colonel Ormsby declined to give an 
estimate. The soldiers’ salaries are paid in antics 
and, yes, all of them from Commanding Officer 
down to buck private receive an allowance of 
U.S.$5 per day. This is paid by the Government of 
Jamaica and 1s for incidentals and recreation and 
_ the high cost of things in Grenada does not go 
ar. 


Uncomfortable 


The army purchases its own food supplies but is 
quartered, rent free, in an assortment of govern- 
ment buildings. The living conditions, as observed 
by this reporter are make-shift and uncomfortable. 
(in contrast the 325 U.S. military police and sup- 

ft units are quartered in relative luxury in two 

otels on Grand Anse beach — a sort of military 
hetto surrounded by barbed wire and providin 

% of the island’s tourism occupancy.) The CP 
military headquarters ars ‘n the former residence of 
Premier Bishop. The operations room is in the ex- 
bedroom where Bishop took the precaution of 
installing a steel plate in the wooden floor beneath 
his bed. Presumably to deter assassins. 

Soldiers are also quartered next door in the 
former residence of Deputy Premier Bernard 
Coard. Nearby, semi-derelict Mount Royal is used 
as mess hall, kitchens, and store-rooms. (Once 
Gairy’s official residence, it was converted into a 
radio and TV station by Bishop.) 








CSO: 
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Frequently bored 


The largest J.D.F. unit ts quartered above Grand 
Anse at the Flying Dutchman, formerly the Russian 
Embassy. A meal intelligence unit is quartered in 
private omnes in the town. 

With all: quiet, and patrols and guard duty their 
only occupation, the soldiers are frequently bored. 
For recreation they play football and on the 
weekends they swim. they are also allowed “walk- 
ing out” privileges in town. Some complain that 
they are not liked and people shout “JACANS go 
home.” They have to make a special effort to 
conciliatory and friendly towards the Grenadians. 

Troop transfers are provided courtesy of the 
U.S. Airforce and the U.S. also supplies vehicles and 
equipment. The C.P.F. work closely with the 
Amencan military contingent. In a crisis, the Amer- 
ican Commanding Officer Lt-Colonel Huran would 
be, effectively, the senior commander on the island. 

Our troops give every appearance of performing 


their duties with efficiency and discipline. A promi- 
nent Grenadian told this reporter: “The Jamaican 
soldiers are gentlemen.” 

How long will our soldiers be stationed in 
Grenada? This is a decision for the politicians who 
committed them to this task — and the politicians 
who will form the elected government of Grenada. 
By all indications the Caribbean Peacekeeping 
Force will be needed for a long time yet. Which 
prompts more questions: Is Jamaica really picking 
up the tab? If so how long can we afford this 
generosity? And with 60 to 75% of one of our two 
battalions away at all times can we really spare 


such a large contingent of our “fighting arm” for ar 
indefinite peried? 
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TRINIDAD-TOBAGO ENVOY TO JAMAICA WELCOMED BY SHEARER 


Kingston ThE DAILY GLEANER in English 24 Aug 84 p 25 


[Text } 


CSO: 


The private sector and other 
interested parties in Jamaica and 
Trinidad and Tobago are actively 
working toward implementing 
the decisions made at the CARI- 
COM Heads of Government 
meeting in Nassau, Bahamas in 
July this year. 

This was the assessment by Dep- 
uty Prime Minister and Minister of 
Forcign Affairs, the Rt. Hon. Hugh 
Shearer, and Trinidad and Tobago’s 
new High Commissioner to Jamaica, 
Mr. Knowlson W. Gift, during dis- 
cussions when Mr. Gift presented a 
copy of his credentials to Mr. Shear- 
er at the Ministry yesterday. 

Mr. Shearer also spoke of the 
urgency for the region’s structural 
adjustment programme and em- 
phasised the need for the region's 
productivity to be able to cope with 
the compenition in the international 
market. 
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I~ 


Mr. Shearer, in welcoming the 
High Commissioner, stressed the im- 
portance of good diplomatic tela- 
tions between countries and said that 
he was pleased at the appointment, 
particularly because Mr. Gift was not 
a stranger to Jamaica. 

Mr. Gift joined his country’s dip- 
lomatic service in 1964 and has 
represented Trinidad and Tobago in 
different countries and Latin Ameri- 
can organizauions including the Orga- 
nizarion of American States (OAS) nd 
the Latin American Economic Sys- 
tem (SELA). 


Pror to his present appointment, 
he was Fxecutive Director for the 
English Speaking Caribbean group of 
the inter-Amencan Development 


Bank (IADB). 


In 1971, Mr. Gift served as Coun- 
sellor in the Trinidad and Tobage 
High Commission in Jamaica. 

Mr. Gift is married and has two 


children. 
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_/RICOM STATES SAID TO SHOW ONLY ‘MARGINAL RECOVERY' 


-ridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 25 Aug 84 p 7 





iext ] 





BASSETERRE, St. 


Kitts, Friday (CANA) — 


The economies of the 


corresponding period of 
1982. 
This improvement was 


St. Lucia led the banana 
exporters in the group, 
pushing its fruit sales 


Lesser Developed due to rehabilitation from 33 912 tonnes valued 
Countries (LDCs) of the efforts, together with the at EC$31.5 million in the 
Caribbean Community greater use of fertilisers first nine months of 1982 


and Common Market 
(CARICOM) showed only 
‘‘marginal recovery’’ 
during the first nine 
months of 1983, according 
to the groups monetary 
management body. 

In its 1983 report, the 
East Caribbean Currency 
Authority. (ECCA), now 
upgraded to a central 
bank, said this compared 
with the ‘‘relative 
Stagnation” of 1981 and 
1982. 

There were significant 
increases in production 


and effective pest and 
disease control. The 
overall increase in ex- 
ports however was 
recorded in the first and 
second quarters as there 
was an actual decline in 
the third quarter, so that 
while at the end of the 
second quarter all ex- 
porting countries 
recorded increases, over 
the three quarters ex- 
ports from Grenada and 
St. Vincent showed small 


. declines. 


The market price for 


_ lo 42 280 tonnes valued at 


EC$41.4 million. in the 
corresponding period last 
year. 

Dominica’s exports 
climbed from 20 455 
tonnes worth EC$19.4 
million in 1982 to 21 546 
tonnes worth EC$21.3 
million last year. 

St. Vincent’s export 
sales were slightly up, 
from 20 283 tonnes valued 
at EC$19.0 million in 1982 
to 19662 tonnes worth 
EC$19.1 million for the 
first nine months of 1983. 


and exports of some bananas, which is Grenada was at the 
commodities but earnings denominated in sterling bottom of the table: Its 
were affected by unat- on average rose export sales dropped 


tractive prices and the 
strength of the U.S. dollar 
to which the E.C dollar is 
linked. 

Tourist arrivals to the 
area picked up, benefiting 
from the recovery taking 
place in the United States, 
while the rate of inflation 
declined in the respective 
countries. 

Data provided by the 
Windward Islands 
Banana _ Association 
(WINBAN) on banana 
exports showed an_in- 
crease of 9.5 per cent 
(89 942 tonnes) to the end 
of September 1983 
compared with 82 149 
tonnes in the 


significantly during the 
period. However, the 
strength of the U.S. dollar 
to which the E.C. dollar is 
linked reduced the E.C 
dollar returns, resulting 
in only marginal im- 
provement in domestic 
earnings per tonne, 
averaging EC$980 (one 
EC dollar—37 cents U.S) 
compared with EC$936 in 
the previous year. 

The ECCA—now 
Eastern Caribbean 
Central Bank—members 
are Dominica, Grenada, 
St. Lucia, St. Vincent, 
Montserrat, St. Kitts and 
Nevis, and Antigua and 
Barbuda. 





from 7 499 tonnes worth 
EC$6.8 million in 1982 to 
6 454 tonnes that fetched 
only EC$6.2 million last 
year. 

The ECCA said that in 
Grenada, agricultural 
commodity exports in- 
creased substantially 
over the review period 
but due to depressed 
prices there was only a 
marginal increase ir 
earnings from nutmegs 
and a decline in the case 
of cocoa and mace. 


Increased 


Comparing the first 
nine months of 1983 with 
the same period of 1982, 





CSO 


“EC$6.27 


nutmeg exports increased 
49.5 per cent from 1 469.2 
tonnes to 2197 tonnes 
while earnings increase 
26.5 per cent from 
million to 
EU$7.93 million. The 
volume of cocoa exported 
increased 7 per cent from 
1 983.3 tonnes to 2123.4 
tonnes while earnings fell 
11.2 per cent from 
EC$11.83 million to 
EC$10.5 million. In the 
case of mace, the volume 
exported increased from 
240.8 tonnes to 320.8 
tonnes and earnings fell 
from EC$1.9 million to 
EC$1.87 million. 


In St. Kitts, sugar 
production for 1983 
amounted to 27 762 tons, 
20.8 per cent below the 
output of the previous 
year. Adverse weather 
conditions was a major 
cause of the reduced 
output. Low sugar prices 
on the world market and 
the depreciation of the 
European Currency Unit 
(ECU), the currency in 
which sugar on the 
guaranteed EEC market 
is sold, suggest that 
domestic currency 
earnings will be con- 
siderably less than the 
EC$29 million realised in 
the previous vear. 


Data on tourist arrivals 
to the area continue to 
show mixed __per- 
formances in individual 
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territories, the ECCA 
said. Antigua and Sar 
buda, Grenada and St 
Lucia have all ex- 
perienced significant 
increases in stay-over 
visitors during the year, 
while Dominica, St. Kitts 
and Nevis and St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines 
showed only marginal 
decline. Over the first 
half of the year Mont- 
serrat suffered an 11.9 per 
cent decline in arrivals. 

The ECCA said: ‘Most 
countries have shown 
marked improvement in 
visitor arrivals from the 
United States, this may 


be attributable to more 


intense promotion, price 
reduction for ac- 
commodation as well as 
the economic recovery 
taking place in that 
country. 

“The Canadian and 
European markets on the 
other hand have con- 
tinued to be rather weak 
and most countries have 
recorded a decrease in 
arrivals from_ those 
sources. The faci :hat the 
economic recovery in 
Europe has not been very 
strong coupled with the 
strength of the U.S. dollar 
against European 
currencies may also have 
contributed to the 


_ weakness in that 
' market.” 


It added: ‘‘The area as 


_ a whole has experienced a 


downtern jn cruiseship 
passengel arrivals. 
Contrary to this trend, 
however, were St. Kitts 
and Nevis and Dominica 
which registered sub- 
stantial increases in 
arrivals. 

‘Data on cruiseship 
travel in the Caribbean 
area indicate that the 
trends experienced in 
1982, whereby the number 
of short distance cruises 
out of Miami increased at 
the expense of the 
number of long distance 
cruises, have continued in 
1983 thereby adversely 
affecting cruise 
passenger arrivals in the 
southern part of the 
Caribbean islands.”’ 

Antigua and Barbuda 
remained the most 
popular tourist 
destination among the 
group, attracting 75 466 
stay-over visitors and 
35 826 cruise ship visitors 
in the first nine months of 
last year. Stay-over visits 
were up by 14.0 per cent. 
and the number of cruise 
ship visitors down by 26.9 
per cent. 

Stay-over and cruise 
ship visitors to St. Lucia 
totalled 57 799 and _J9 825 
respectively. Compared 
to arrivals in 1982, the 
number of stay-over 
visitors last year was up 
by 9.8 per cent and cruise 
ship visitors down by 6.1 
per cent. 
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ST VINCENT'S MITCHELL, OTHERS ASSIST GRENADIAN PARTIES 
FL101627 Bridgetowa CANA in English 1537 GMT 10 Sep 84 


[Text] Kingstown, Sep 10 (CANA)--Prime Minister James Mitchell of St Vincent 
and the Grenadines says he has no regrets about his role in a recent initi- 
ative to effect a merger of four moderate political parties in Grenada. 


In his first public comment since meeting two weeks ago on Union Island in 
the Grenadines, 47 miles south of here, Mitchell told THE VINCENTIAN that he 
had previously indicated to a number of politicians and other individuals in 
Grenada that he was willing to help then in whatever way they saw appropriate 
and rewarding to the Grernadian people. 


The Union Island meeting brought together party leaders Herbert Blaize of the 
Grenada National Party (GNP), Francis Alexis of the Grenada Democratic Move- 
ment (GDM), George Brizan of the National Democratic Party (NDP) and Winston 
Whyte of the Christian Democratic Labour Party (CDLP). Also present with 
Mitchell were Prime Ministers Tom Adams of Barbados and John Compton of St 
Lucia. 


The CDLP has since been kicked out of the proposed new national party. 
Mitchell said the situation in Grenada, as it prepares for a return to con- 
stitutional democracy later this year after a failed Marxist revolution, was 
very complex and he wanted to help Grenadians "to build their democracy." 

The elections to restore parliamentary democracy were facilitated by a U.S.- 
led invasion last October, prompted by a bloody coup by radicals in the left- 
wing PRG. 


Mitchell said Grenada needed a constitutional commission to help its citizens 
chart their own course. 


CSO: 3298/1113 











INTER-AMERICAN APPAITRS 


VAZ COMMENTS OWN CAKLICOM AT JAMAICA EXHIBIT JN BANARAS 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in Fnylish 12 Sep 84 p | 

[Excerpts] JAMAICA'S Ninister of Commerce and Industry, Douplas Vaz, at the 
Anibassador beacii ote] Monday night opened his country's first trade exhibit 
in the bahamas sayiny it was a "direct result’ of increased bonds of friend- 
ship fostered between Caricom (Caribbean Community), Jamaica and the Bahamas. 


Minister Vaz spoke of the recent Caricon Heads of Covernment conference held 
in Nassau and said that the repional integration organisation experienced ‘a 
turnaround" here. 


Some were preparin;, “obituaries for Caricom, said liinister Vaz. Some even 
thought the organisation's "interment" would be in Nassau, 


"Nassau proved to be the healing, stream," listeners were told. 


Minister Vaz reassessed the population figures of the Caribbean which he noted 
stand at about 4 willion--a figure, he said, which is thought to be incapable 
of sustaining, viable economic activity. 


In his reassessment, the speaker took other tactors into consideration, such 
as the tourist population of the bahamas, and put a 6 million estimate on the 
Caribbean's "population." 

this, the Minister argued, ;ives the Balanas a one third share of the Cari- 
bbean's "population." 

The speaker said he was recently in Vienna, Austria at meetings concerning, the 
North-South Dialoue. 


lie spoke of the “recalcitrance’ of the developed world in relation to dealing, 
"effectively" with international trade. Shrinking markets and trade barrters 
were cited. 


After describing, what he called South-South Dialoyue--or relations between de- 
veloping, nations--the Jamaican Commerce and Industry Minister said: "We be- 
lieve we in the developing world cannot wait on the developed world to solve 
all of our problems.’ 


CSO: 3298/1144 
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CARTCOM LLADLRS MELT TO DISCUSS FPIRANCIAL ISSUES 
Aspects of Voronto Gathering 
¥1.182218 Lridgetown CANA in bknplish 2052 GYT 16 Sep o4 


[Article by Bertram Niles, CANA news editor | 
[ixcerpts] ‘Toronto, 1& Sep (CANA)--Caribbean Cor munity (CARICOM) finance min- 
isters are yathering in North Awerica for international neet injss which, thouyh 
important, may be a sideshow to intensive discussions amons' themselves on re- 
suscitatiny, Caricom's trade paymeats mechanism. 


Vominica Prime Minister Eugenia Charles told CANA today that the ministers 
plan to meet on Sunday iv Washington, prior to the annual joint conference 
of the World Bank and laternational Monetary Fund (1K), to try to give iy- 
petus to reviving the caricom Multilateral Cleartos Facility (CMCY). 


Central bank aud Ministry of Finance officials from participating, states met 
in Port-of-Spain, ‘'finidad recently to develop proposals for the discharpe of 
indebtedness to the facility. but, according, to Irank barsotti, permanent 
secretary in Trinidad and Jobaj,o's Vinance Ministry, no substantial progress 
was liadeé. 


“lt appears, however, that it may be necessary to obtain some sort of inter- 
national funding assistance to enable the CNCP to function effecrively once 
wore, because all the countries in tip re;ion have their economic problems, 
and are down to the wire in terms of the resources they could commit to the 
facility," barsotti told CANA. 


“Miss Charles underscored the uryenacy of the CMCY question when she said: ‘We 
are not going to have Caricom swinging, unless we have this facility (which) is 
very important for regional trade." 


Added Miss Charles: "I don't know yet what will happen. Ut think it is a 
question of whether some of the Central Banks can take over some of the debts 
of Cuayana...but that in itself will not he sufficient. If am hoping, that we 
can find a solution.’ 


Some funding, organizations say there should be substant ial private sector par- 
ticipation and they are askin, jor a number of juarantees. 











ln particular, the member countries would have to devise more eflective wanave- 
went rules to avoid another cojlapse. 


At. tomorrow's conmonwealth yet-toyether, which essentially serves us an avenue 
tor discussion ot issues cowinue before the Worla bank/ihl meetings, the debt 
crisis and the reform of those international finuncial institutions will be 
high on the avenda. ‘Ihe deep divisions on these issues between developing 
states and industrial countries, Like britain, will surface apvain. 


The barbados prime minister, Tou Adams, wil] lead of f a discussion on the 
World hank. 


Adams is likely to restate the Caricom sunmit's position that the bank needs 
to make woré funds available to enable developiny countries to undertake neces- 
sary structural adjustments to their economies. 


Hie may also touch on proposals by the bank to praduate VParbados and Trinidad 
and Tobavo--make them Jess eligible for development financins from the bank 
because of their superior credit ratins, and economic performance. 


Port-of-Spain protested stron;ly over the issue, and Parsotti said the matter 
has been dropped in respect of his country. ‘the barbados minister of enerpy, 
Clyde Criffith, was quoted recently as sayin, the same thing. 


the bank is said te be considering, development of a nedium-term economic 
adjustment loan proyramne that would complenent the short-term hbalance-ol - 
payment assistence provided by the IMF. Caricom countries will push for an 
extension of the period of adjustment under the Jill's extended fund facility 
froin three to five years. 


Miss Charles says she prefers a kind of IMP trust fund from which poor 
countries can draw wouey on very concessionary terns. 


The ministers will also discuss a report on the debt crisis by a group of 
commonwealth experts including, Jamaica's Central Lank Governor liorace barber. 


The report specifically asks that urpent measures be devised to relieve the 
debt burden of the poorest countries, especially those in sub-Saharan Africa. 
They expressed fear that these countries could be crowded out in the concentra- 
tion of emerpency solutions for debt problems on the better off Latin American 
debtors. 


the report also supports calls for a boosting of resources of the World Hank 
and the IMF, a revision of their polictes, and recommends a larger role for 


direct foreéijnm investment. in developing countries. 


The present situation is not sustainable, the world's finanelal safety is 
balanced on a knife edge," the report said. 
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Rauphal Address 
VLL92113 Bridgetown CANA in Kaglish 1931 GMT L9 Sep 84 
{[Arcicle by Bertram Niles] 


[kxcerpts] ‘Toronto, 19 Sep (CANA)-~The openings shots of a week-lony north- 
south debate oa reforms in the world economic system were fired today with 
Commonwealth Secretary-Ceneral Shridath Ramphal painting, a rim pieture for 
developin,, countries. 


li an address to the openias sessiou of a two-day conference of commonwealth 
Cinance winisters, Rawmphal appealed for more concessionary aid to often 
neylected Low-iiucowe coumtries and an increase in resources to the later- 
uational Monetary Fund (TMF) and the World Bank. 


“As { tried to warn you last yaar, there is the further danger that the re- 
sources of the multilateral (leading) iastitutions could he Increasingly di- 
verted and tied up to resolving the debt crisis of a few of the middle fucome 
countries," Rauphal told assewbled ministers and delevates [rom the comnon- 
wealth's 49 member countries. 


The basis for much of che speeches and discussion at the conference is a re-~ 

port vy a commonwealth yroup of experts on the debt crisis. The report warns 
that the current world economic situation is uvt sustaiuable and says its fi- 
nancial safety is balanced in a knife adve, 


Canada’s new finance iinister, Michael Wilson, said he did vot share the 
report's pessimistic outlook. Ue pointed to the annual report of the IMF and 
said that for the tirst time in five years, developing, country output, except 
in sub-Saharan Atrica, will exceed population srowth. 


hamphal also conceded some positive sigas--among them a reductiou in iafla- 
clon, economic recovery in the United States, and an improvement in world trade. 


lie said: Some of the most hard-pressed and tadebted developing countries have 
showa rewarkable resilience in weathering the storm of international economic 
recesSion aad waking major and rapid economic adjustments, even if it has 

been a high political risk and with damage to their soctal fabric. That much 
is positive, but it represents a small part. of the internatioual economic 
spectrum, for the rest the picture is erim, 


Ramphal said the fall in the last few months of non-oil commodity prices 
could suyyest a lack of confidence by money markets in the reported recovery 
in dadustrialised countries and be an indicator of a return to recession. 


Waat is clear is that if this tall continues, many developing, couatries will 


experience even yreater difficulty in their external balances, with serfous 
consequences for debt service and for growth, he added. 
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The commoawealth secretary-yeneral noted that the north-south dialo;ue has 
run into the sand and said there is an urgent need tor the talks to find a 


way forward. 


The speech of the Lritish chancellor of the exchequer, Nivel Lawson (finance 
minister), was made as the ministers bean a closed door discussion on the 
world economic situatiou. tie spoke of developing countries tempering the it 
ambition for growth wich realism and of taking measures to put their i inances 
in order. 


Difterences Over Debt Issue 
FL202204 Bridgetown CANA in Eny lish 2050 GMT 20 Sep G4 
[Article by Wertrain Niles, 


{kxcerpts] Toronto, 20 Sep (CANA)--Commonwealth finance ministers were today 
seekiny; consensus on chansyes in the interaational financial system under the 
chairmanship of barbados Prine Minister tom Adams. 


Differences between che developing, aud tadustrialised nations have surtaced 
ayain at the conference, particularly ou che issue of how to deal with the 
debt problem. 


Canada, in a move which represents a departure trom che policies of the Pierre 
Trudeau regime, said itt supports a case by case review of each country. Lt 
was supported by britain's Chancellor of the hxcoequer, Nivel Lawson. 


On the other hand developias countries are arguiny for a slobal formula for 
the debt crisis to help ease tne burden on critically indebted countries. 
Guyana's chief dele;ate Carl Creenide said that it there were to be a sen- 
sible solutioa to the crisis, it would have to he recognised that the prob- 
lems are systematic. 


Caribbean delegates say that althoush the rep,ion is not. in the bis debt 
league, a resolution of the problem was important because it would help to 
restore confideuce in laadia; to ‘third World countries. 


‘the posiciou of the meatiny: will be communicated to the annual meeting of the 
World Bank and IMF next week iu Washington. The two international institu- 
tions have also beea the subject of much discussion here. Cartbbean and other 
developing states have pushed tor increased resources, but the United States 
is opposed to the idea. 


The Canadian press speculates that Canada will a iso reject the proposal, ce- 
tlecting, the new vovernueui's wish for closer ties with Washiacton. Atter 
Trudeau's sympathetic approach Co developing countries, deles ates aré eager- 
ly awaiting, the aew eovernment's position on the North-South debate and its 
attitude to toreigyn aid. 


CSO: 3298/1144 
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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


DOMINICA, ANTIGUA MAIL PROBE--ROSEAU, Dominica, Wednesday, (CANA)--Dominica 
which says mail originating from North America goes missing at Antigua's 
international airport, has sent a delegation headed by Communications Minis- 
ter Alleyne Carbon to the sister Caribbean territory to discuss the matter. 
A Government statement today said that the island had recently been exper- 
iencing a shortage of mail coming from New York, Miami, Toronto and Puerto 
Rico and that as many as eight bags of mails are missing. The statement 
quotes Post Master General Clemtine Joseph as also saying that two bags of 
British mail from February and March are still unaccounted for. [Text] 
[Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 16 Aug 84 p 1] 


CSO: 3298/1113 
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ARGENTINA 


HERALD ON U.S. WARSHIPS INCIDENT 
PY121956 Buenos Aires BUFNOS AIRES HERALD in English 12 Sep 84 p 10 
(Editorial: "Municipal Foreign Policy"] 


[Text] The demonstrators who succeeded in driving four U.S. warships and one 
submarine away from Puerto Madryn, where they had docked in order to take on 
some supplies, did not inflict much harm on the U.S. military machine, which 
can well afford to do without whatever groceries or fuels are to be found in 
Patagonia. But they have certainly managed to embarrass the radical govern- 
ment, which felt obliged to make a statement reaffirming its determination to 
fulfill obligation it freely entered into, one of these being an agreement to 
allow U.S. warships taking part in the Unitas exercise to enter southern 
Argentine ports. It is possible, moreover, that the incident did some harm 
to U.S.-Argentine relations, not because the U.S. Navy is unaccustomed to 
hostile demonstrations--these have occurred even when U.S. ships have called 
at the ports of such reliable allies as Great Britain or Japan--but because 
it could reinforce the impression that Argentina is a country seething with 
pent-up nationalism which could explode at any moment. 


Given the circumstances, relations between Argentina and the U.S. are not that 
bad. The radical government has certainly done its best to convince Washington 
that while it is not prepared to give an inch on matters it considers of na- 
tional interest, it is reasonable and sensible and most unlikely to behave in 
the irrational manner that characterized some of its military or civilian 
predecessors. And the U.S. Government, while plainly unwilling to make any 
major concessions to Argentina, continues to insist that it is determined to 
do what it can to help perserve democracy here and dully appreciates that the 
government of President Raul Alfonsin is committed to democratic values. but, 
needless to say, in Washington there is legitimate concern about the ability 
of the radical authorities to consolidate democracy in a society where this 
political system has not thrived since well before World War II and where the 
problems confronting the government are mountainous. 


This being the case, minor incidents that would be shrugged off as unimpor- 
tamt if they occurred in Great Britain or Japan, where democracy or institu- 
tional stability are in no more danger than they are in the U.S. itself, 
seem to acquire a special significance when they take place here. The Puerto 
Madryx incident, moreover, coincided with the "Italo affair" which has given 
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some politicians a chance to make wild accusations, give free rein to 

their xenophobia by insinuating that any lawyer, economist, or businessman 
with any connexion with a foreign company is by definition an enemy of the 
country, and show scant respect for the prerogatives of the judicial branch. 
All this, and the sensationalist treatment it is being given in part of the 
press, can only help convey the impression that Argentina is about to be over- 
whelmed once again by a wave of irrationality, and that one of the principal 
manifestations of this will be an upsurge of hostility towards the United 
States, a phenomenon that would be most unlikely to put the U.S. authorities 
in a more cooperative mood the next time they are asked to give Argentine 
democracy some consideration. 


CSO: 3348/5 











ARGENTINA 


CAPUTO CONCERNED BY U.S., UK STANCE ON DIALOGUE 
PY141855 Buenos Aires NOTICIAS ARGENTINAS in Spanish 1420 GMT 14 Sep 84 


[Text] Mar del Plata, 14 Sep (NA)--Foreign Minister Dante Caputo today 
warned that the U.S. Treasury Department's refusal to promote and support 

a joint dialogue between Latin American debtor countries and their creditors 
could create "a serious situation." Referring to the U.S. Treasury Depart- 
ment's refusal to participate in the talks, Caputo said that "the serious 
situation that could result from the U.S. Treasury Department's refusal will 
prove that we were right." Caputo thus justified the position that President 
Raul Alfonsin maintained in his speech opening the Cartagena group's meeting. 


The head figure of San Martin Palace remarked that the governments of some 
industrialized countries “are not yet in a condition to view as necessary" 

a dialogue between debtors and creditors. Caputo made these statements before 
the beginning of the second meeting of Latin American ministers in Mar del 
Plata. 


Asked about the communique that U.S. Treasury Secretary Donald Regan issued 

in Washington last night, Caputo said that "when there is a problem, some 
countries perceive its seriousness better than others. The debt problem em 
braces both debtors and creditors because it affects the entire world community 
and the stability of the international financial system." 


Caputo said that "the Latin American countries are more pressed by this prob- 
lem because they are the ones that have to pay. This puts us on alert and 
drives us to propose practical and positive mechanisms to resolve the problem." 


On another subject, Caputo reiterated that Great Britain committed an "act of 
arrogance” by informing seven Latin American countries that "it was not very 
pleased" with the idea of a dialogue between debtor and creditor countries. 
Caputo stressed that "one of the principles of diplomacy is that talks serve 
to prevent confrontations." Caputo concluded by expressing surprise that in 
spite of this principle the British Government should "maintain that talks 
provoke confrontations." 


CSO: 3348/5 
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ARGENTINA 


GRINSPUN SCORES U.S., BRITISH PRESSURES 
PY141748 Buenos Aires NOTICIAS ARGENTINAS in Spanish 1437 GMT 14 Sep 84 


[Text] Mar del Plata, 14 Sep (NA)--Argentine Economy Minister Bernardo 
Grinspun this morning stated "that it will be very difficult to cause div- 
isions" within the Cartagena group, in reference to the British and U.S. 
pressures to discourage a dialogue between creditor and debtor countries. 
Grinspun added that “we make our decisions on our own and not because of the 
likes or dislikes of the other countries of the world," referring to the U.S. 
State Department position opposing a dialogue dealing with the Latin American 
foreign debt problen. 


Grinspun also said that as soon as Argentina reaches an agreement with the 
IMF, it will call for a meeting with the Paris Club to renegotiate that debt, 
which is between $9 and $10 billion. 


The Argentine economy minister made these remarks before joining the morning 
session of the second round of meetings of the foreign and economy ministers 
of the Cartagena group. 


Asked about the refusal of some industrialized countries to hold a dialogue 
with the debtor countries, he said that "the Mar del Plata meeting has not 
failed, because all these things need some time to develop.” 


"The answer of the industrialized countries will be taken into account later, 
because now we will continue seeking a dialogue to solve the foreign debt 
problem," he stated. 


Grinspun added that it would be very "serious" to reject an invitation for 
talk, and warned that "then we cannot be held responsible for the consequences 
of the lack of communications regarding the international financial system." 


He said that the countries of the Cartagena group "will first present our de- 
mands and then we will wait for the answer." 


Grinspun concluded by saying that "the degree of agreement is quite high" 
among the delegates who are participating in this meeting which he termed as 
"very positive." 


CSO: 3348/5 
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ARGENT INA 


IGLESIAS ROUCO ON GOVERNMENT MISiNFORMATION 
PY072150 Buenos Aires LA PRENSA in Spanish 1 Sep 84 ppl, 8 
[J. Iglesias Rouco commentary: "Reasonable Doubts"! 


[Excerpts] Why did the government adopt an intransigent attitude toward the 
General Confederation of Labor [CGT] when the disagreement between them on 
the wage issue was minimal and almost insignificant? Why in the middle of the 
“social agreement" process did the government realize that its mission did not 
consist of adopting mediated settlements, but rather of ruling the country? 
Why did it even show indifference and even a certain degree of displeasure 
toward the last-minute intervention of the church? Finally, why has the 
government done, and continue to do, its best to stop the CGT leaders from 
cancelling their resolution? 


None of these questions have a clear answer yet. 


Undoubtedly, the government's "information" policy is seriously responsible 
for these doubts. The Public Information Secretariat [SIP] is acting as a 
simple propaganda agency of the Alfonsin government and more often than not it 
does so poorly. Instead of reporting events, the SIP conceals them, for which 
reason it is also compelled to carry out police actions and even to serve as an 
organ for persecution and repression. For example: a few days ago, we re- 
ported on how Mr Gibaja or his subordinates had dared to hire (or at least to 
pay a sum of money to) the lawyers who in April filed a "private" legal action 
against us following our article on information that had "leaked" from the 
Foreign Ministry. Now: over the past few days, SIP officials reportedly 

asked some of those lawyers to prepare another legal action against the author 
of this article following the information we disclosed last Saturday on the 
Banco de la Nacion. We refuse to believe in Mr Gibaja as the author of this 
initiative, even though within the context of the "social agreement" the govern- 
ment might think that this measure would make it possible to "reactivate" the 
productive apparatus, to put it this way, of lawyers. Undoubtedly, such im- 
portant steps are not taken without the supervision of powerful officials. 
These could be the same people who for party reasons are stopping events of 
great national interest and even of great national relevance from gaining pub- 
lic knowledge. Here are some of these events: 


1) The Chilean Navy two or more months ago deployed several ships south to 
Cape Horn to prevent the navigation of every non-Chilean ship east and west of 
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the cape. These ships are currently imposing their pilots on all foreign 
ships, including Argentine ships. The Argentine Navy has reportedly submit- 
ted a detailed report on this matter to the Navy General Staff and to the 
Foreign Ministry, and it has reportedly been instructed to abide by the 
Chilean Navy rules despite the fact that the negotiations that are being 
conducted in Rome have not yet concluded. 


2) The general guidelines given to the Foreign Ministry for the preparation 
of the speech Mr Alfonsin will deliver at the United Natious reportedly con- 
stitute in practice another offensive against the "central powers,” 
particularly the United States, and an expansion of Argentina's Third World 
policy marked by a "pro Latin American stand" as opposed to Washington's Pan 
Anerican stand. Moreover, the president will reportedly discuss the Malvinas 
issue in a very harsh manner and this would preclude the possibility of 
direct negotiations between Buenos Aires and London for quite a iong time. 
The preparation of the speech will reportedly be entrusted to the most left- 
ist and anti-North American members of Caputo's team. 


3) Police Commander Vietri has already concluded the formation, or at least 
the structure, of the "antiterrorist group" we have already reported. This 
organization will be called precisely the "antiterrorist group" and not the 
"antisedition group" as the La Plata minister of government reported a few 
weeks ago. 


4) Officials of the Justice Ministry and of other government departments have 
for the past few months been drawing up an "amnesty" project, which could be 
called the institutional "responsibilities" project, and which reportedly 
establishes, among other things, the "conclusion" of the "review" on the 
responsibilities that top leaders of the military "process" (former Junta 
members, former Army corps commanders, and perhaps former Army brigade com- 
manders) had during the “dirty war." However, this project, which makes in- 
comprehensible the recent criticisms made against General Pianta for his 
statements on an "amnesty," is being resisted by important sectors of the 
government and of Alfonsin's party. 


6) The SIP has instructed all official news media, and also the "friendly and 
the very dependent private news firms, to reduce as much as possible the spaces 
in which experts recommend the rejection of the new Beagle "proposal." 


These are some of the main omissions in the official “information.” As every- 
body can see, none of these items help to create more confidence in the govern- 
ment's actions, which have "already" been very much criticized for their in- 
coherence and for not seeking concrete objectives, or for seeking concealed 
objectives. 


CSO: 3348/5 











BAHAMAS 


PLP IN CLOSED-DOOR MEETING TO ASSESS CURRENT SITUATION 
Chub Cay 'Family' Powwow 

Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 5 Sep 84 p 1 

[Article by Athena Damianos] 


[Text] THE PLP family must be strong enough to discipline its members...A 
family never cloaks wrongdoing... What applies to one must apply to all. 


This was the message given by Housing and National Insurance Minister Hubert 
Ingraham today, two days before all PLP Members of Parliament, including sena- 
tors, converge at Chub Cay in the Berry Islands for a two-day closed-door 
session. 


Prime Minister Lynden Pindling, whose image has been badly tarnished as a 
result of recent events, is expected to face serious opposition at the 
meeting. 


"The PLP family is having a meeting in Chub Cay cto discuss PLP family mat- 
ters,’ Mr Ingraham said. 


The outspoken Cooper's Town MP said that as the PLP happens to be the govern- 
ing party, it will discuss matters affecting the country such as drugs. He 
declined to elaborate. but he said: 


"We're merely having a family meeting. There are some members of the family 
who talk bad about other members. But, the family must be strong enough to 
discipline them. The family will conduct itself in a very business-like way. 
A family never cloaks wrongdoing. 


"The family has no favourites. Whatever the rules are, they have to apply to 
all." 


Mr Ingraham said that there are political mischief makers within both parties. 
He said that a rumour to the effect that Tourism Minister Perry Christie is to 
turn up at the Chub Cay parley with the majority support of Parliamentarians 
is one such case. 
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"It's all a malicious, vicious lie concocted and spread by persons who have a 
personal interest in continuing to spread rumours about the purported division 
that they think exists (in the PLP), Mr Ingraham said. To his knowledge, the 
rumours are "groundless and baseless.'"' The Tribune has information suggesting 
that these rumours are false and may have been generated from within the PLP 
for a particular reason. The Tribune tried unsuccessfully to contact Mr 
Ciristie today about the matter. 


Mr Ingraham said that, like any party, members do have differences of opin- 
ions. However, there is no "identifiable" division in the PLP. 


Mr Ingraham said it would be wrong to pass judgment on what surfaced in the 
Commission of Inquiry before the Commission makes its report. But, if the 
party's image has been damaged, ''steps will have to be taken to minimize .” 


"The PLP is a viable entity. It has much political sense. It has political 
maturity. It knows how to win. I1t knows how to govern." 


Mr Ingraham said that there are "political mischief makers all over the place. 
If they want to remain faceless, let them do that." 


Mr Ingrahaw has been spending a lot of time in his Cooper's Town constituency 
lately, apparently canvassing support. The Tribune reported on Monday that he 
cancelled an engagement in George Town Saturday when he was supposed to have 
been the principal speaker at a Chamber of Commerce banquet. Mr Ingraham 
spent his time in Cooper's Town instead. 


It has been speculated that he is feeling out his supporters with the view of 
running as an Independent candidate in the next election, should it become 
necessary. However, Mr Ingraham has denied persistent reports that he has re- 
signed, and has said that there is no reason why he should have to leave the 
party. He would not, however, comment on whether he was contemplating leaving 
the party. 


Shortly after the September 5, 1983, allegations on Government corruption, Mr 
Ingraham told a PLP constituency conference he did not care if an investiga- 
tion led to a Cabinet Minister or anyone else. 


"Yes, let the chips fall where they may and let any and all corrupt persons be 
exposed and punished so we can get on with the business of governing this 
country," Mr Ingraham said. 


Mr Ingraham, who has done a !ot for the country in terms of housing and 


educating the public on National Insurance benefits, is generally highly 
respected. 


Late this afternoon, The Tribune received a telephone call that party officers 
are “hopping mad" because they haven't been invited to the Cub Cay meeting. 

It is understood that only Parliamentarians received printed invitations to 
the meeting. 











Public Poll on Pindling 
Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 5 Sep 84 p l 


[Article by Dilette Thompson] 


[Text] AN INDEPENDENT National Polling Commission, which wants to find out if 
the Bahamian people still have confidence in the Government of Prime Minister 
Sir Lynden Pindling, will conduct a poll on Bay Street September 12. 


They plan to set up their "polling station" in front of Mademoiselle's bou- 
tique on downtown Bay Street. The station will be open from 6 am to 6 pm for 
Bahamians to cast their ballots. 


The question: "Should Prime Minister Pindling and the P.L.P resign?" Yes or 
No, will be printed on ballots upon which thousands of Bahamians, over 1/ 
years, are expected to express their opinion. 


Prime Minister Sir Lynden Pindling, leader of the Progressive Liberal Party, 
and PLP party chairman Mr Brenville Hanna, as well as the leader of the oppo- 
sition Free National Movement, Mr Kendal Isaacs and FNM chairman Mr Cecil 
Wallace-Whitfield, have been invited to send representatives to witness the 
opening of the polls and "to ensure that the balloting is conducted fairly and 
democratically." 


The national polling commission is conducted by Lucius Stirrup, who is the 
commission's chairman and a resident of Black Village. Van Deveaux, a 
resident of Fort Charlotte, is assistant chairman. Workers Party chairman Mr 
Rodney Moncur, a fellow resident of Black Village, is assisting Stirrup and 
Deveaux. 


At the close of the polls, which will be only after persons waiting to vote 
have had the opportunity to do so, two ballot boxes wili be transported to 
Black Village where the votes will be counted. A press contingent has been 
invited to accompany the ballot boxes and to witness the counting, to safe- 
guard against tampering. 


Commission chairman Lucius Stirrup said today that the outcome of the ballot- 
ing will be forwarded to Governor-General Sir Gerald Cash along with the 
necessary recommendations based upon the votes cast. 


Depending on the outcome of the upcoming poll Mr Stirrup will attempt to 
arganize similar polls throughout the 43 constituencies in the Bahamas. 


"At the moment there seems to be general uncertainty in the country about the 
future of the country. The feelings of the bahamian people need to be ex- 
pressed in a very peaceful and constitutional manner," Mr Moncur said in a 
brief interview today. 


Mr Moncur hastened to point out that the poll is apolitical and independent, 
and does not in any way seek to influence the outcome of the balloting. What 
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is sought, he said, is a "true expression" of the mood of the country and its 
attitude to the PLP Government. All members of the public are invited to 
participate. 


TRIBUNE Slap at PLP 
Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 7 Sep 84 p 1 
{Front Page Editorial by Etienne Dupuch] 


[Text] PARLIAMENTARY members of the PLP are getting together in a "family 
huddle" at Chub Cay over the weekend in a desperate effort to salvage what 
they can from the wrecked reputation of the Bahamas. 


Any even half-way decent government in the world would have resigned long ago 
and gone back to the people. This is now a decision to be made by the people. 
Nothing short of a general election will meet this emergency. 


Guilt is only a matter of degree. Every member of the government is responsi- 
ble in some measure for the shocking state of affairs in the Bahamas today. 


Every member of the government...backbenchers included...must carry some of 
the blame. 


They all knew about the PVC pipes scandal, the overexpenditure on building the 
new Post Office, the Abaco road scandal, the activites of Everette Bannister 
and Dr Doris Johnson; they all knew about the drug activities at Norman's Cay. 
They can't say they were not told by the Opposition in the House and in the 
columns of The Tribune. 


They are all aware of the crime situation and the state of unemployment in the 
islands...and the cause of it. They are all part of the vicious, openly de- 
clared policy of employing only PLP supporters in government jobs. 


They all participated in a policy that has saddled the Bahamas with over a 
half billion dollars debt which continues to grow and that the Treasury is now 
virtually bankrupt. 


They handed over control of real estate to the PM and a small committee. Now 
we have the Bridge scandal. They all participated in a mad and unjustifiable 
attack on the US government without whose goodwill the Bahamas is lost beyond 
all hope. 


They all knew everything about everything that has gone wrong in the Bahamas 
under PLP leadership. And they all must share the blame. 


Among many other outrages, they have all closed their eyes to the unjust and 


childishly spiteful way Immigration has been administered and the harm it has 
done to the business community. 
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This is no longer only a local affair that can be smothered by the power group 
in the House. 


I will tell you something now that every Bahamian should know. The foreign 
press is only waiting for the report of the Royal Commission, the evidence 


before which has done irreparable harm to the reputation of the Bahamas. 


Whether you like it or not...the Bahamas can no longer survive under the PLP 
label. 


Health Minister's Actions 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 8 Sep 84 p 1 


[Text] NO ONE seems to know why This weekend’s PLP parlia- 
Health Minister Livingstone mentary meeting is important to 
Coakley flew into Nassau the ‘‘political family’’ of Prime 
yesterday from Prime Minister Minister Pindling. It is reported 
Pindling’s ‘‘family’’ pow-wow that Sir Lynden is having a 
in Chub Cay. tough fight on his hands to keep 

Mr Coakley, who this morn- that ‘‘family’’ together in the 
ing returned to Chub Cay from wake of the accusations that 
where he was to fly to Bimini to have come out of the Royal 
attend a relative’s funeral, has Commission of Inquiry, which 
been reported as saying that he is expected to report on Sept. 
no longer sees ‘‘eye-to-eye’’ 28. 
with the Prime Minister. The Commission was ap- 

Mrs Coakley, who confirmed pointed to investigate drug 
that her husband had returned smuggling through the Bahamas 
to Nassau from Chub Cay and allegations - first made by 
yesterday, said that he flew NBC TV in New York - that 
back to Chub Cay this morning government officials, including 
and would later today fly to the Prime Minister, were paid 
Bimini for his relative’s funeral. by smugglers to turn a blind eye 
She did not know if he planned to their activities. Sir Lynden 
to 20 back to Chub Cay after has denied the allegations. 
the funeral, nor did she know Before leaving for Chub Cay, 
when he would return to Housing Minister Hubert In- 
Nassau. graham described the Chub Cay 

Mr Coakley was to attend the meeting thisway: 
funeral of his relative, Florence ‘We're merely having a fami- 
Bullard of Bailey Town, who ly meeting. There are some 
was one of two women killed members of the family who talk 
when the 25-foot boat that they bad about other members. But, 
were on crashed into a jetty at the family must be strong 
the northern entrance to Gov- enough to discipline them. The 
ernment Cut, Miami on Sun- family will conduct itself in a 
day. Miss Bullard was buried at very business-like way. A family 
2 pm today from the Bailey never cloaks wrong-doing. 
Town Anglican Church. Her ‘‘The family has no 
friend Crystal Major, also of favourites. Whatever the rules 
Bailey Town, was buried in are they have to apply to all,”’ 
Miami this morning. Many of he said. | 
Mrs Major’s relatives flew from 
Bailey Town to Miami for her Mr Ingraham did not say 
funeral. which member or members of 

Mrs Coakley was not certain the family were to be dis- 
how her husband was related to ciplined. And no one from the 
Miss Bullard. All she knew was ‘family’? would even speculate 
that they were “‘close.”’ Friends as to whether that political unit 
in Bimini say that Miss Bullard would return from its weekend 
was the Minister’s niece. of soul-searching in one piece. 
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COURT GIVES BANNISTER DEADLINE FOR PAYING DEbT 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 11 Sep 84 p 1 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


EVERETTE Bannister was 
given six weeks by a magistrate 
to pay the $42,000 he owes to 
Mrs Joan Butler on the 
purchase of her Paradise Island 
beauty salon. 

Mr Bannister with his lawyer 
Joseph Hollingsworth, and Mrs 
Butler with her counsel Ten- 
nyson Wells, met in chambers 
yesterday afternoon with Mr 
Justice Bertrand Adams. 


‘On July 26, 1983 Mr 
Bannister was ordered by Mr 
Adams to pay Mrs Butler the 
money after she had filed suit 
claiming that he had defaulted 
on a $50,000 instalment, orally 
agreed by both parties, for the 
purchase of the salon at Loew’s 
— Island Hotel and 

illas. 


Mr Bannister appealed the 
decision, but lost. 

When Mr Bannister failed to 
pay the debt, the Provost 
Marshal ordered that his 
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Skyline Drive home be sold at 
auction to satisfy the debt. The 
auction was to take place at the 
courts on Tuesday, September 
25, at 1:15 pm. Mr Bannister 
now has until the end of 
October to meet his obligation. 


The Provost Marshal’s adver- 
tisement for the sale of the 
Bannister house was to have 
been published August 3, but 
was stopped when a Supreme 
Court summons, dated August 
2, was served on Mrs Butler. 
The summons ordered ‘‘all 
parties concerned’’ to appear 
before Mr Justice Adams on 
August 22 at 3:30 pm so 
Bannister’s lawyer Godfrey 
Pinder could argue for the July 
26 judgment to be set aside. 

However, when Mrs Butler 
and her lawyer appeared at the 
appointed time, lawyer Pinder 
was not present and neither Mr 
Adams nor the court clerks 
knew anything about the hear- 
ing. 
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BAHAMAS 


PINDLING GOVERNMENT UNDER FIRE; POLL FAVORS OUSTER 

Archer Condennation 
VLI91534 Nassau ‘HL TRIBUNE in English 13 Sep 64 p 1 
[Article by Colon hip;;ins] 


jixcerpts| Calling the PLP leadership a “national disprace' and an "inter- 
natioual embarrassment,’ Leonard Archer this morning, urged bahamians to dewand 
Lhe resignation of the Pindlinp, povernment and vote for the free National Move- 
ment at the next election. 


‘the forner head of the bahamas Teachers Union and current head of the Caribbean 
Congress of Labour was speaking in his capacity as a private citizen to members 
of the press. 


"To go to Chub Cay with the cloud that is hanging over the government and to 
come back and talk about job creation wid, you know, what to do about crime 
and dirt and tiis sort of thing in our environment to my way of thinkin; is 
ridiculous and really is an insult to the intellipence of the Bahamian 
people,’ lr Archer said. 

“What about the corruption?" he asked. He asked which legitimate investor 
would come to the Lahaiias with the cloud that now hangs over the country. 


Mr Archer said the bahawian people ought to demand action on the part of the 
povernuent to deal with "the biggest problew"--the "stain" and "“taintedness" 
now On the country. 


“Anywhere else in the world, particularly in countries which use the West- 
inster wodel of democracy, the prime minister and soae of his cabinet min- 
isters would've resigned long ago and would've either gone back to the people 
for a tiandacte or would have simply...rode off into the sunset to enjoy their 
wealth.’ 


lir Archer~-who said that all his voting lile he voted for the PLI until the 
last general eleciion--said the other thing about Chub Cay is that "it's 
aluost aa admission by the I’LP that a loi of their so-called policies have 
been nothin, nore than slogans." 
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Poll Results 
PLLOL520 Nassau Ti) TRIBUNL in Luglisi 13 Sep 84 p J 
[Article by Dilstte Thompson] 


[ixcerpcs] The decision of those voting in yesterday's public opinion poll 
was that Prime Minister Pindling and his yoverument should yo. 


An overwhelmius, majority of those who participated in the poll, designed to 
paucge the confidence of the bahamian people in the government of Prime Minis- 
ter Sir Lynden Piudliny, wanted him to resipn--84 percent for resignation. 16 
percent apainst. 


Of the 1,643 Bbahamiaus who voted at the Bay Street polling statioa in front 
of Mademoiselle Boutique, 1,547 or &4 percent responded "yes" to the question: 
"Should Prime Minister Pindling and the PLY resign? Yes or No"; 296 or 16 
percent answered “no.” 


The indepeudent pol], the first of its kind, was conductad by the tiatioual 
Pollins, Commission, which concists of Mr Lucius Sturrup, the conmission's 
chairman and a resideut of black Village; Mr Van Deveaux, assistant chairman 
and a resident of l'ort Charlotte; and Workers Party Chairman Rodney Moncur, 
assistant to the commission and a resident of Black Village. 


The poll was open yesterday to all Bahamians 17 and over who were eliyible to 
vote. Lt closed shortly after 6 p.m. The two ballot boxes were trans- 
ported to Black Village for the votes to be counted. 


Yomorrow members of the National Polling Commission will hand deliver a Letter 
to Goveruor-General Sir Cerald Cash, informing him of the vote and recommend- 
ing that the Governor-General “exercise his coastitutional power to dissolve 
parliament aad call a peneral election." 


Accordiny, to Moucur, the povernor's power to dissolve parliament is contained 
in article 66 subsection 2 and article 79 subsection 3 of the constitution. 


Mr Moacur said the result of the poll, in Bahamian tradition, means the people 
want an election. 


"The overwhelming; rebellion of the Bahamian people at the poll is the bepin- 
ning of a bloodless coup which is unparalleled anywhere in this part of the 
world. Lt shows that bahamians are poised for a second round of the quiet 
revolution, not this time headed by men wino make and seemingly break their 
own laws," Moncur said. 


27 








Solomon on Police Action 


[Letter to the Editor] 


[Text ] 


C50: 


EDITOR, The Tribune. 


Bahamians are advised to 
take careful note of what is 
happening in their country. 
Small and seemingly insignifi- 
cant incidents are sometimes 


powerful indications of a 
wicked and deeply prejudiced 
philosophy. 


Rodney Moncur phoned me a 
week or so ago to ask if I 
objected to his taking a poll in 
front of my business premises, 
Mademoiselle, in Bay Street. I 
gave him the same answer I 
would have given Berlin Pratt 
or Kendal Isaacs. Noi at all. 

I arrive at work shortly after 
seven o’clock this morning and 
am astonished to see what all 
the efforts of the Chamber of 
Commerce Downtown Devel- 
opment Committee - over a 
two-year period - have been 
unable to achieve. A_ police 
inspector (inspector, no less!) 
and a number of policemen 
highly evident in the Bay Street 
block between Frederick and 
Market Streets! 

So you see, fellow committee 
members, the police can provide 
a Bay Street presence. The only 
criterion seems to be the im- 
portance of the situation. A poll 
relative to the country’s opinion 
of the Prime Minister obviously 
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outranks the removal from Bay 
Street of pimps, prostitutes, 
drug pushers, harrassing street 
peddlers, et al. You see, 
Bahamians, it is all a question 
of priorities! 

But here’s the piece de 
resistance! 

I wondered why Mr Moncur 
and his colleagues were partially 
blocking the entrance to Made- 
moiselle with their ballot boxes 
rather than placing them on the 
sidewalk just clear of the 
doorway. The reason is ... the 
police would not permit them to 
place the boxes on the sidewalk 
because the sidewalk comes 


under the jurisdiction of the 


Minister of Works! 

Which is why I say to you 
that Bahamians should take 
note of such occurrences. A 
truly democratic country must 
always be seen to be democrat- 
ic, and for the PLP’s party 
political rhetoric, the Bahamas 
is not as democratic as it should 
be. The erosion of democracy, 
no matter hcw small the erod- 
ing bites may appear to be, 
remains an erosion of democra- 
cy. Mr Berlin Pratt would be 
allowed to take a poll anywhere 
on any sidewalk in this country. 
Mr Moncur, Mr Isaacs, and Mr 
Whoever are entitled to the 
same treatment but they 
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don’t get it and they won’t get it 
until the country rids itself of 
the present PLP leadership.. 

I suppose one may expect no 
better from the PLP ministers 
who seem to have so little: 1s: 
of morality and public 1n- 
science that they continu § in 
office covered with shame ad 
disrespect, basking overtly in 
the sea of disgust emanating 
from all decent Bahamians, 
including a great, great many 
who are PLP. 

As for me, this is the kind of 


PLP behaviour that really 
makes my hackles rise. If it 
meant closing Mademoiselle for 
the day I would do so and 
happily just to make sure that 
justice could be seen to be done. 

Bahamians will one day wake 
up to the fact that this is their 
country, not the PLP’s country; 
that PLP cabinet ministers are 
supposed to, work for them and 
not the other way around. I 
may not be here to see it, but 
that day is coming. When it 
does, wherever I shall be I think 
I will know of it and join in the 
celebration. 

NORMAN SOLOMON 

Nassau, 
September 12, 1984. 





BAHAMAS 


BRLEVS 


NEW ENVOY TO UK--MR RICILARD CLifford Demeritte, Auditor Ceneral, has been ap- 
pointed the Bahamas’ High Commissioner to the United Kindom to succeed tir KL 
Authoay Roberts who will retura to the bahamas this moath. Government's an- 
uouncewent today confirms tne Demeritte appointment published in The Tribune 
Ausust 31. fiowever, the official announcement did not say who had been ap- 
pointed to replace ir Demeritte in the Auditor General's department. Mr 
tanwell G Poitier is Deputy Auditor Geveral. Mr Deweritte was born in Nassau 
on February 27, 1939 and was aducated at Lascern Secondary School, Bahamas 
School of Comuerece, Metropolitical College, London and Century University in 
the United States. fle is a Certified Ceneral accountant. fie joined the 
Public Servica in 1956 and served in the Public Treasury as depuly Treasurer, 
Vreeaport, until 1979. In January, 1950 he was appointed Auditor General. ‘ir 
Demeritte held the office of president of the Grand Bahamas Board of the YMCA 
from 1972 to 1984 and president of the Corporation of Accountants and Auditors 
From 1973 to 1984. Mr Demeritte is married to the former Ruth Smith and 

they have three children. Ue will leave tics bahamas September 16 to assume 


his new duties. [Text] [Nassau TH! VRIBLNE in Euglish 12 Sep S4 p 


PINDLING IN JAMAICA--Bahamian Prime Minister, Sir Lynden Pindling, arrived in 
Montego Bay on Friday afternoon and is relaxing on the Northcoast for the 
week-end, An informed source said Mr. Pindling would be returning home to the 
Bahamas today. [Text] [Kingston THE SUNDAY GLEANER in English 19 Aug 84 p 1] 


CSO: 3298/1114 
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BARBADOS 


JUDGES INVALIDATE ST PETER VOTE; NEW ELECTION REQUIRED 
Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 7 Sep 84 p l 
{Article by Joy Springer] 


[Text] The people of St. Peter will be returning to the polls to elect a 
parliamentary representative for that constituency. 


A three-man tribunal headed by Chief Justice Sir William Douglas yesterday 
declared the July 19 by-election void. The tribunal also comprised Mr. Jus- 
tice Denys Williams and Mr. Justice Clifford Husbands. 


It is expected that a new by-election will be held within 90 days of the court 
certifying its decision to the Speaker of the House of Assembly. 


The decision came after the court heard two days of legal argument resulting 
from a petition lodged by Mr. Owen Arthur, one of the candidates in the 
by-election. 


Mr. Arthur who contested the seat under the ruling Barbados Labour Party 
banner challenged the result which declared Mrs. Sybil Leacock, the Opposition 
Democratic Labour Party candidate, the winner by one vote. 


In the petition, he asked that the court either declare him the winner or 
declared the election void and another election held. Mrs. Leacock was named 
first respondent in the petition and returning officer Mr. Peter Timothy was 
the second respondent. 


In its judgement yesterday, the tribunal ruled that the final tally of votes 
declared for both the petitioner and the first respondent after the 
by-election should be reduced by two each. 


Mrs. Leacock recorded 2 765 votes in the by-election and these were therefore 
reduced to 2 763 valid votes. Mrs. Arthur originally received 2 764 and these 
were reduced to 2 762. This means that Mrs. Leacock would still have had a 
majority of one on the valid votes. 


However, the votes which were rendered invalid because of irregularities by 
the election officials numbered seven--five for Arthur and two for Mrs. 
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Leacock. If these votes had been valid this would have given Arthur the 
majority. It meant, therefore, that the errors of the election officials had 
affected the election and so it had to be declared void, according to the 
election laws. 


The tribunal dealt in detail, with those votes which were rendered invalid 
because of the irregularities committed by election officials. 


It said that these votes numbered seven--five for Mr. Arthur which all lacked 
the official stamp that should have been applied by the presiding officer at 
the respective polling stations and two for Mrs. Leacock comprising one with- 
out an official stamp and another on which the voter's registration number was 
written by an election official. 


The Chief Justice noted that neither the candidates nor the voters had any 
control over these irregularities committed by election officials. 


He said the Representation of the People's Act made it clear that where irreg- 
ularities committed by election officials affected the result of an election, 
then that election should be declared void. 


He said the irregularities in the July 19 by~election did affect the result 
and therefore it was declared void and that determination would be certified 
to the Speaker of the House of Assembly. 


Sir William, in support of the decision, quoted the Representation of the 
People's Act which states: "No election should be declared invalid because of 
an act or omission by the Returning Officer or any person in breach of his 
official duty in connection with the election or otherwise of the rules of the 
election, if it appears to the tribunal having jurisdiction to determine the 
question, that the election was so conducted as to be substantially in accord- 
ance with the law as to elections and that the act or omission did not affect 
its result." 


Mr. Arthur was represented at the hearing by Mr. Henry Forde QC who led the 
evidence, Mr. Alair Shepherd and Mr. Patterson Cheltenham. Attorneys-at-law 
Mr. Asquith Phillips QC, Mr. Maurice King QC and Mrs. Beverley Walrond repre- 
sented Mrs. Leacock. 


Solicitor General Mr. Cecil Tulloch QC appeared for Mr. Timothy in association 
with Mr. Kay Goodridge, Senior Crown Counsel. 


CSO: 3298/1128 
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COLOMBIA 


POLL SHOWS MAJORITY FAVORS DIALOGUE WITH GUERRILLAS 


Bogota CROMOS in Spanish 28 Aug 84 pp 62-64 


[Text] The survey taken by CROMOS this week has to do with the search for 
peace. While 55 percent of the citizens of Colombia believe that the govern-— 
ment should change its strategy, 63.3 percent would prefer it to continue 
dialogue, and 37 percent want more drastic methods used. 


Peace 


Life for Colombians is certainly not a bed of roses. On the one hand, they 
see that their economic situation has deteriorated. It is the belief of 

60 percent that their economic situation has worsened in the last year, while 
85 percent believe that such events as the death of Toledo Plata have caused 
a decline in their safety. 


However, it is evident that the country is not despairing, because although 
the majority (55 percent) believe that the government should change its 
Strategy in the search for peace, a majority (63.3 percent) believe that 
these changes should continue along the theme of dialogue, and only 37 per- 
cent of the people believe that more drastic relations should be pursued with 
the guerrilla forces. 


Table l 
Influence of the Death of Carlos Toledo Plata 
on the Safety of Colombians 





(in 4%) 
Whole 
Bogota Country 
Worse 80.2 85.4 
Better 17.6 13.8 
Don't know ne 0.8 
By Sex 
Men Women 
Worse 78.3 91.0 
Better 19.8 9.0 
No response 1.9 -- 





By Age 











41 and 
Under 25 26-40 Over 
Worse 88.4 88.5 77.6 
Better 11.6 10.3 20.9 
No response -- Led Leo 
By Stratum 
Lower Middle Upper 
Worse 78.3 7 88.0 
Better 20.0 ines 12.0 
No response 1.7 0.8 -- 
Table 2 


Do you believe that the government should continue in its method 
of seeking peace, or should change it? 











(in 4) 
Whole 
Bogota Country 
Continue the same 39.6 44.2 
Change 59.3 55.4 
Don't know 1.1 0.4 
By Sex 
Men Women 
Continue the same 45.3 43.3 
Change 53.8 56.7 
No response 0.9 -- 
By Age 
41 and 
18-25 26-40 Over 
Continue the same 39.5 39.1 56.7 
Change 60.5 60.9 1.8 
No response -- -— Pe 
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Continue the same 
Change 
No response 


More rigid measures 
with the guerrilla forces 


Providing better conditions 
for possible dialogue 


More rigid measures 
with the guerrilla forces 


Providing better conditions 
for possible dialogue 


More rigid measures 
with the guerrilla forces 


Providing better conditions 
for possible dialogue 


More rigid measures 
with the guerrilla forces 


Providing better conditions 
for possible dialogue 


By Stratum 


Lower 


Bogota 


43.2 


56.8 


By Sex 


Men 


37.5 


62.5 


By Age 


18-25 


34.1 


65.9 


By Stratum 


Lower 


24.2 


75.8 
34 


The change should be: 








Middle Upper 
43.8 48.0 
56.2 52.0 
Whole 
Country 
33.6 
66.4 
Women 
30.2 
69.8 
41 and 
26-40 Over 
34.8 ck 
65.2 66.7 
Middle Upper 
30.9 61.1 
69.1 38.9 








The Three Desires 


This week, with a view to understanding the placement of the affective 
problem in the cultural context for Colombian citizens, they were asked what 
their keenest desire is--improvement in their economic situation, greater 
intellectual development or a better affective situation. 


Only 1 percent answered the last question in the affirmative, while the vast 
majority believe that the best investment would be an improvement in their 
economic situation. 

And, curiously, women were not an exception to this view. 


How do you compare your economic situation 
today with that in 1983? 








Whole 
Bogota Country 
Improved 5.5 6.7 
Stayed the same 25.3 33.3 
Worsened 69.2 60.0 
By Sex 
Men Women 
Improved Ze 6.0 
Stayed the same 41.5 26.9 
Worsened 51.0 67.1 
By Age 
41 and 
18-25 26-40 Over 
Improved 7.0 6.9 6.0 
Stayed the same 31.4 34.5 34.3 
Worsened 61.6 58.6 59.7 
By Stratum 
Lower Middle Upper 
Improved 6.7 9.2 -- 
Stayed the same 33.3 26.2 52.0 
Worsened 60.0 64.6 48.0 


35 








If you could satisfy one of the following three desires, 
which would you choose? 








Whole 
Bogota Country 
To improve your economic situation 62.6 57.9 
To have greater intelligence 36.3 40.8 
To improve your lot in love 1.1 0.8 
No response -— 0.5 
By Sex 
Men Women 
To improve your economic situation 57.6 58.2 
To have greater intelligence 42.5 39.6 
To improve your lot in love -- 1.5 
No response -- 0.7 
By Age 
41 and 
18-25 26-40 Over 
To improve your economic situation 55.8 62.1] 55.2 
To have greater intelligence 43.0 36.8 43.3 
To improve your lot in love 1.2 }.] ~~ 
No response -— -- 1.5 
By Stratum 
Lower Middle Upper 
To improve your economic situation 55.0 63.8 46.0 
To have greater intelligence 45.0 34.6 52.0 
To improve your lot in love -- 0.8 2.0 
No response -- 0.8 -- 
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COLOMBIA 


INTERNATIONAL RESERVES SUFFER MARKED DECLINE IN 1984 
Reserves Drop to $1.667 Billion 
Bogota EL SIGLO in Spanish 1 Sep 84 p 1 


[Text] The exchange situation of the country has become less favorable facing 
the continual drop in international reserves. According to Ivan Duque Esco- 
bar, minister of economic development, they now only total $1,667,000,000. 


This means a drop of more than $4 billion during the last 24 months during 
which time foreign trade has been adverse for the Colombian economy. This is 
reflected in a growing trade deficit which, with the drop in capital movement, 
generates a drop in foreign currency or foreign assets in the country. 


Already the government has warned that if the fiscal crisis is not overcome, 
Colombia will be close to a dangerous exchange crisis that would have disas- 
trous repercussions on the economic and social sector. 


In spite of the fact that, by developing the new foreign trade policy, nontra- 
ditional exports are beginning to show significant increases combined with 
higher revenue for coffee sales and lower expenditures for imports, the inter- 
national reserves of the country continue to drop. 


The reason is that Colombia went from capital importer to exporter because of 
higher expenditures for payment of interests and amortization of the foreign 
debt and lower income from new international loans. 


The minister of economic development announced yesterday in Medellin that the 
government is aware of the exchange situation and its dependence on solution 

of the fiscal problems. He added that mechanisms are being studied to conso- 
lidate the improvement that the foreign trade of the country already shows with 
more and different exports. 


Dr Duque Escobar announced the restructuring of PROEXPO [Export Promotion Fund | 
with measures like closing 10 of its offices abroad and opening an office in 
Los Angeles, United States. It will also transfer the Santo Domingo, Dominican 
Republic, office to Puerto Rico. 
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40-Percent Decline 
Bogota EL SIGLO in Spanish 25 Aug 84 p 10 


[Text] So far this year international reserves have f'allen about 40 percent. 
They have gone from $3,175,800,000 in December 1983 to $1,901,700,000 on 
17 August 1984. 


According to the figures of the Bank of the Republic, there was a deficit in 
the current account of $1,344,200,000 as of the same date as a result of re- 
venue of $1,861,600,000 compared to expenditures of $3,205,800,000. 


Therefore, the international reserves of the country continue to drop although 
at a lower rate. It is predicted that by the end of this year foreign cur- 
rency will reach only $1.5 billion or $1.6 billion. However, this will not 
have serious exchange consequences. 


The international reserves only 3 years ago totaled more than $4.5 billion. 
They have had a dizzying fall, mainly in the second half of 1983 and the first 
months of 1984. 


The experts and the government feel that the international reserves will re- 
cover and increase starting next year, thanks to the improvement in nontradi- 
tional exports and the beginning of coal production in the northern zone of 
El Cerrejon as well as lower expenditures in foreign currency for fewer 
imports. 


7717 
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COLOMBIA 


MEMORANDUM PROVIDES BREAKDOWN ON PUBLIC DEBT BY SECTOR 
Bogota EL SIGLO in Spanish 7 Sep 84 pp 1, 3 


[Article by Alberto Giraldo] 


[Text] It has finally been revealed how much the country owes and what its 
level of foreign indebtedness is. 


A memorandum circulated privately among highly placed economic officials 
reveals the following statistics: 


-~-The country's total debt is $12.852 billion. 

--Of that amount, Colombia has received $7.882 billion. 

—-The remainder, $4.990 billion, is in the process of being disbursed. 

--For 1984, the country will pay $881 million (88.1 billion pesos) to service 
this international debt, the equivalent of 25 percent of the national budget. 


The debt is broken down as follows: 


~-Colombian Coal, Inc. (CARBOCOL) has contracted $1.081 billion in debts, 8.4 
percent of the total. 

--The Electrical Power Enterprise of Bogota owes $1.056 billion, 8.2 percent. 

-~-The Electrical Interconnection Institute (ISA) owes $803 million, 6.2 per- 
cent. 

--Public Enterprises of Medellin owes $678 million, 5.3 percent. 

-~-The Colombian Electrical Power Institute (ICEL) owes $549 million, 4.9 per- 
cent. 

-~-The Electric Corporation of the Atlantic Coast (CORELCA) owes $465 million, 
3.6 percent. 

—The Colombian Petroleum Enterprise (ECOPETROL) owes $387 million, 3 percent. 

~-The Road Fund owes $307 m'llion, 2.4 percent. 

—-The Regional Autonomous Corporation of the Cauca Valley (CVC) owes $238 mil- 
lion, 1.9 percent. 

--The Aqueduct and Sewage Enterprise of Bogota owes $177 million. 

--The National Enterprise for Telecommunications (TELECOM) owes $175 million, 
1.3 percent. 


The rest corresponds to small loans to various state agencies. 
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The breakdown of the debt reveals that the central national government is 
responsible for 45 percent. 


--The decentralized agencies are responsible for 31 percent, or $2.2 billion. 
~-Sixteen percent of the debt, equal to $1.13 million, is held by municipal- 
level decentralized agencies. 


--Five percent corresponds to the debt of the Bank of the Republic, equal to 
$375 million. 


The terms of loans have become surprisingly more demanding in recent years. 
--In 1970, the grace period was 6 years. 

--In 1983, that period was dropped to 5 years. 

-~In 1970, terms were for 26 years. 

--In 1983, they shrank to 18 years. 


But the harshest aspect of the loans is the interest rate. 


~-In 1970, the rate was an average of 4.2 percent. 
--In 1983, it was 8.5 percent. 


Thus, the interest rate rose by more than 100 percent, which has lent credence 
to President Betancur's statement that the underdeveloped countries have be- 
come capital exporters to the industrialized nations. 


If the breakdown of the debt is analyzed, it is clear that the energy sector 
owes the most. 


Therefore, energy rates are hit hardest by the international financial sys- 
tem's demand for adequate servicing of loans, with ever higher interest rates. 


This dramatic situation has led government economic researchers to try to 
estimate the deficit of the country's power enterprises. 


The astronomical figures are as follows: 


--In 1984 the deficit will be 28.5 billion pesos. 

--In 1985 the deficit will rise to 29.9 billion pesos. 
-—-In 1986 it will be 32.9 billion pesos. 

--In 1987 it will have reached 42.6 billion pesos. 


At these levels, the deficit will be unmanageable. 


Since Colombia is a country of subsidies, FCOPETROL pays more than 8 billion 
pesos for the distribution of fuel oil at 8.20 pesos. 


That is the price Colgas pays for that product. 


And Colgas sells a gallon for 8.60 pesos to distributors, who in turn sel] it 
to the consumer for 13 pesos. 


The 5-peso difference means that Colgas distributors have gotten rich. 








Furthermore, those who abuse the quota they get from the Ministry of Mines are 
selling fuel oil which they buy for 8.60, at 70 pesos, as if it were gasoline. 


For this reason, the Ministry of Mines has decided to modify the distribution 
structure of fuel oil. 


Aside from that, it has decided to discourage consumption of that product and 
promote charcoal briquettes instead, which have been surprisingly popular in 
the low-income neighborhoods. 
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COLOMBIA 


DEBT SERVICING COST UP 50 PERCENT; COMMENTARY 
Alarming Increase 
Bogota EL SIGLO in Spanish 1 Sep 84 pp 1, 2 


[Text] The comptroller general of Colombia, Rodolfo Gonzalez Garcia, warned 
that the continued drop in Colombian international reserves presents very com- 
plex questions about the real solvency of the country. In his report on na- 
tional accounts for the month of July, the comptroller indicated that, at the 
same time, the terms of the Colombian foreign debt have hardened. In 1978, 

10 centavos of every dollar received for exports had to be allocated to the 
debt service. This reached 23 centavos in 1983 and will be 58 centavos in 

the coming year. 


"The increase in the debt service resulting from higher interest rates and 
amortizations contracted recently has a basic effect on the 26.4 percent in- 
crease estimated by the Ministry of Finance as an additional growth in the 
1984 budget." 


He explained that the debt service for the public foreign debt has grown at an 
average of $76 million per month since May. The total debt service will ap- 
proach $1.35 billion for the year with $480 million corresponding to the cen- 
tral government. 


He noted that the public foreign debt is concentrated in a few organizations. 
He indicated that 31.4 percent of the total of $7,156,000,000 is concentrated 
in four government entities: CARBOCOL [Colombian Coal, Inc.], ISA [expansion 
unknown], the Bogota Electrical Energy Enterprise and ECOPETROL [Colombian 
Petroleum Enterprise]. 


About 43.2 percent of the private foreign debt of 3.5 billion pesos is owed 
by only five enterprises: Avianca, Inversiones Samper, COLTEJER {Colombian 
Textile Company], Paz del Rio and Fabricato. 


The following national banks channel 70 percent of those lines of credit: 

Bank of Colombia, Coffee Bank, Commerce Bank and the Bank of Bogota. Six in- 
ternational banks take care of 45 percent of the private foreign debt in addi- 
tion to having handled 92 percent of the foreign credit contracted by the gov- 
ernment between 1979 and 1983. 


42 





He indicated that the participation of gold in Colombian international re- 
serves keeps growing. It began at about 19 percent in 1982 and is now more 
than 50 percent. 


"Paying in gold is not as simple as paying in dollars. The country has begun 
to sell gold in the international markets. So far this year, about 28 percent 
of the existing inventory at the end of 1983 has already been sold." 


Also there have been nonliquid investments worth $64 million whose recovery is 
termed uncertain by government documents. These were especially directed at 
~-,vral banks in other countries. This must be kept in mind when making a 
judgment on the conditions of liquidity of the reserve portfolio, according to 
the comptroller. 


Foreign Debt Service 
Bogota EL SIGLO in Spanish 5 Sep 84 p 10 


[Text] Different analyses on the fiscal crisis that affects national accounts 
today single out the importance of the debt service sector within the na- 
tional budget. 


Outside of the notorious increase in operating expenses and little increase in 
treasury collections, particularly due to the drop in contributions from the 
foreign sector with significant restrictions in public investment, there has 
been a big increase in the public debt service, particularly foreign credit 
obligations. 


In his last financial report, the comptroller general of Colombia, Rodolfo 
Gonzalez Garcia, pointed out that in the first 7 months of this year there 
were debt service drafts totaling 25,692,000,000 pesos. This is almost 50 
percent higher than in the same period last year, especially when only 37.1 
percent of that budgeted for this sector has been paid. 


There are several causes for this notorious increase in the foreign debt ser- 
vice: the increase in international interest rates, the expiration of several 
loans contracted for the short and medium term--that is, higher amortization 
payments on the debt--and new credits under what can be called harsh condi- 
tions as to due dates and interests. 


According to the report of the comptroller general, the balance of the guaran- 
teed and unguaranteed foreign debt of the national government was $7,156,000,000 
at the end of May. 


The total foreign debt of the country is a little more than $11 billion of 
which almost $3.5 billion corresponds to obligations of private enterprises. 
Many of them hope to follow the formula to facilitate refinancing included in 
Resolution 33 of the Monetary Council. 


Nevertheless, the banks have made certain objections to that formula. They 
feel that, by assuming the payment of the debt to international creditors 
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ugn exchangeable bonds, they are also assuming risks and higher exchange 
costs aS a result of the accelerated policy to devaluate the peso. 


[he Bank of the Republic already explained that, through the application of 
the formula, the government and the commercial banks will not assume risks 
and direct commitments to the creditors since the exchange cost and the re- 
spective risks will remain in the hands of the debtors interested in refinan- 
stes their foreign credit obligations that were already due or are about to 

a 


Hopefully, there will be concrete operations in the coming days between the 
enterprises needing to refinance their debts and the commercial banks inter- 
ested in participating in that operation. 


i 


Expectations 


In spite of the fact that the conditions of the Colombian foreign debt as to 
amount, due dates and interests are favorable compared to those of the major- 
ity of the Latin American countries that have been forced to refinance their 
foreign debt, this possibility has not been completely discarded for Colombia. 
Political leaders like former president Misael Pastrana Borrero have pointed 
out the convenience of tne possibility that Colombia refinance its foreign 
debt which totals almost $11 billion. 


There are expectations about the next report that the IMF will present on the 
Colombian economy. It will serve to answer questions about that possibility 
and suggestion by former president Pastrana Borrero. 


EL SIGLO managed to establish that IMF officials are already in the country or 
will be in the coming days to talk with the Colombian economic authorities 
and stipulate conclusions and recommendations for this IMF report. 


nave to refinance its foreign debt in the medium term if things continue as 
they are in the exchange and foreign sectors in order to obtain new foreign 
loans needed to finance its development. 


Many experts feel that even if the country does not want it, Colombia wil} 
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COLOMBIA 


25~PERCENT TARIFF INCREASE POSED ON IMPORTS; REACTION 
Terms of Decision Detailed 

Bogota EL SIGLO in Spanish 25 Aug 84 p 9 

[Article by Raul Rodriguez ] 


[Text] In developing another of the mechanisms for resolving the fiscal 
crisis, based on the agreements reached at the special ministerial summit 
meeting at the Yerbabuena Fstate the previous week, the government will 
readjust tariffs on all imports an average of 25 percent, with the exception 
of agricultural inputs. 


After the ministerial summit, foreign trade officials began studying this 
measure, and EL SIGLO has learned that they decided on a 25 percent increase 
in tariffs. 


The government's foreign trade policy with regard to exports is aimed at 
increasing and diversifying the sale of goods and services on international 
markets; with regard to imports, the strategy is to restrict the country's 
purchases abroad. 


According to the decision of the Foreign Trade Policy Council and the Customs 
Policy Council, the increase in tariffs will average 25 percent, which means 
that many products that can be bought and brought into the country will be 
subject to import taxes of up to 35 and 40 percent. 


The government's decision does not cover raw materials for the agriculture 
sector, that is, fertilizers, seeds and other inputs and equipment essential 
to agriculture and livestock raising. 


It may be recalled that the government transferred nearly all import tariff 
positions from the free system to the licensed system, which meant that all 
imports were subject to contols with two objectives in mind: first, to curb 
the decline in international reserves, and second, to provide more effective 
protection to national industry and labor. 


The restriction on imports has so far yielded positive results in the sense 
that sectors such as textiles, automobiles and some manufacturin;; fronts are 
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showing signs of recovery, with higher production, sales and employment 
volumes. Part of the other objective has also been achieved: reducing the 
rate of decline of the country's international reserves. 


The director of the Colombian Foreign Trade Institute (INCOMEX), Gustavo Tobon 
Londono, indicated that the government will maintain its policy of restricting 


imports as a means to head off an exchange crisis and to guarantee a policy of 
stimulating national industry. 


The INCOMEX director and Economic Development Minister Ivan Duque Escobar, 
however, have both announced adjustments in the imports policy in order to 


guarantee the availability of essential raw materials and inputs for national 
production, 


Fiscal Matters 


This measure also aims at helping overcome the severe crisis in the nation's 
accounts, which is due to a large extent to the consequences of the deteriora- 
tion of the external sector, manifested in lower customs revenues and a signi- 
ficant reduction in the earnings of the Special Exchange Account. 


The government and experts agree that the crisis in the external sector and 
its consequences are the major cause of the country's fiscal deterioration, 
because the results and impacts of the measures included in last year's Tax 
Reform have been unable to counteract the negative effects of this crisis. 


As a result of the fall in imports because of the restrictive policy and the 
economic situation, fiscal revenues generated by this sector have declined 
considerably. 


In addition, the rising trade deficit has led to a sudden drop in interna- 
tional reserves, forcing the government to use the foreign exchange it had 
invested abroad. This eliminated the main source of earnings for the Special 
Exchange Account. 


It has been noted that due to the impact of the drop in reserves on the 
monetary liquidity of the country's economy, more than 100 billion pesos have 
left the market, which is causing liquidity problems for the majority of 
production sectors and the country's financial system. 


With this 25 percent adjustment in import tariffs, the government expects to 
recover part of the resources lost as a result of the crisis in the external 
sector of the Colombian economy. 


Reactions 


EL SIGLO tried to consult labor union leaders on this issue, but they stated 
that it would be better to wait until the measure has been officially an- 
nounced. They did warn, however, that the decision will entail an increase in 
production costs in all sectors where inputs and raw materials must be pur- 
chased abroad, because they are not available in this country. 
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At first the restriction policy was considered exaggerated, but the country 
has accepted this strategy for the import sector, although the private sector 
has requested that something be done about the problems encountered in bring- 
ing in the basic inputs and raw materials needed for development. 


The rise in tariffs, in addition to earning more funds for the treasury, 
translates into greater protection for national industry. The government 
itself has warned, however, that this does not mean protection for ineffi- 
ciency and poor quality. 


The tariff increase covers imports in all sectors, including automobiles, 
manufacturing and the rest, except for inputs for the agriculture and live- 
stock sector. 


With this increase in tariffs and the fiscal-related bills it has begun to 
submit to Congress, the government is confident that it will obtain the 
necessary resources to finance budgeted spending for this year and the coming 
2 years, and to leave sound public finances for the next administration. 


Merchants Predict Price Rises 
Bogota EL SIGLO in Spanish 26 Aug 84 pp l, 2 


[Text] The 25 percent increase in tariffs for the majority of imports will 
lead to a rise in prices for all goods containing raw materials and inputs 
that must be brought from abroad, predicted merchants yesterday. 


Representatives of the import sector stated that with this measure the infla- 
tion rate may "take off," to the detriment of many items in the family consu- 
mer basket which directly or indirectly depend on imported components. 


Since the government adopted the policy of restricting imports, the commerce 
sector has indicated that this strategy, while justified as a means to coun- 
teract the decline in international reserves, should not be carried to an 
extreme, as it would damage not only one area of this sector, but several 
production fronts that need raw materials and inputs not produced in this 
country, which inevitably must be imported. 


Now with the tariff adjustment affecting nearly all tariff positions, except 
for imported food that is part of the family basket and commitments made under 
the Cartagena Agreement and the General Agreement on Trade and Tariffs (GATT), 
it is felt that difficulties will mount, hindering the reactivation of the 
economy that the national government is trying so hard to bring about. 


Development Minister Ivan Duque Escobar and the director of the Colombian 
Foreign Trade Institute, Gustavo Tobon Londono, have repeatedly stated, 
however, that the government will make all necessary adjustments in the import 
policy in order to guarantee the availability of raw materials and inputs 
required for production that are purchased on international markets. 


Many merchants who sell imported products, or products with imported compon- 
ents, stated that the 25 percent increase in tariffs will lead to a rise in 
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the prices of many goods that are fundamental to meeting the basic needs of 
the Colombian people. 


The decree whereby the government adjusted import duties states that the 
increase does not include products in the family consumer basket that are 
purchased abroad, or inputs for the agriculture and livestock sector, or other 


products that are indispensable for the normal development of the country's 
economy. 


The tariff adjustment is designed to increase revenues to the national treas- 
ury from that source, as well as to provide more protection for national 
industry and labor. The government has been pursuing this policy within its 
Strategy of reactivation and curbing the decline in international reserves. 


Employment 


Furthermore, the import sector has pointed out that as a consequence of the 
restrictive policy, it has had to lay off personnel, and several commercial 
firms are going out of business. This situation will worsen with the effects 
of the tariff adjustment. Nevertheless, on the other front, national industry 
has stated that with the import restrictions, many sectors such as textiles, 
automobiles and metalworking have recovered significantly, translating into 
more jobs, 


The government has warned that the restriction will not excuse inefficiency or 
poor quality, which poses a great challenge to national industry in that it 
must prove that it can produce high quality goods at costs that are competi- 
tive not only on the domestic market, but on international markets as well. 


Tomorrow new announcements are expected from the different economic sectors, 
through labor leaders and in particular spokesmen for the import sector, which 
is suffering the most from the restrictions and higher duties. 


The new foreign trade policy has yielded positive results, since the upsurge 
in non-traditional exports and in imports [as published] has brought down the 
trade deficit, and a balance is predicted for next year. 
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COLOMBIA 


CONTINUING DECLINE IN TRADE DEFICIT DISCUSSED 
Bogota EL SIGLO in Spanish 27 Aug 84 pp 1, 13 
[Article by Raul Rodriguez: "Trade Deficit Continues to Drop"] 


[Text] Thanks to the drastic improvement in nontraditional exports whose re- 
venue increased almost 25 percent during the first 7 months of the year and 
the drop in imports, the trade balance in the country shows a lower deficit. 


The Bank of the Republic reported that from January to July 1984 the total ex- 
port revenue of the country was $1,331,900,000; $714 million corresponds to 
coffee exports and $617.9 million to nontraditional exports. 


According to the experts, the higher sales in international markets of pro- 
ducts like banana, sugar, cotton, coal, ferronickel, flowers and, to a lesser 
degree, manufactured products and shrimp combined with the drop in imports 
mean that Colombia can regain trade equilibrium next year. 


For 1985 the government has set a goal for minor exports of $2 billion. With 
corfee exports bringing in more than $1.5 billion, it can balance expenditures 
for imports. The latter is declining as a result of the restriction policy 
the government is applying in this field. 


The latest analyses on the situation and prospects of the foreign sector of 
the Colombian economy show a drastic improvement in nontraditional exports. 
They are contributing to the significant reduction in the trade balance. 


According to the latest statistics of the Economic Research Department of the 
Bank of the Republic, during the first 7 months of this year revenue for’ ex- 
ports other than coffee increased almost 25 percent. 


The total revenue for exports this year reaches $1,331,900,000; $714 million 
corresponds to coffee and $617.9 million to nontraditional sales. 


These figures mean an increase of 0.5 percent in the total revenue compared 
to those in the same period last year. There was a 24.8 percent increase for 


nontraditional exports and a drop of 16.1 percent in coffee revenue. 
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The change in nontraditional exports stands out. It demonstrates the positive 
effects of the new export promotion policy mainly through the renovated CAT 
[Tax Credit Certificate] and the new Tax Reimbursement Certificate. 


The government has set next year's goal for nontraditional exports at $2 bil- 
lion. With higher revenue from coffee exports, this will permit the country 
to regain its trade equilibrium and, therefore, strengthen the exchange 
Situation. 


This drastic improvement in revenue for nontraditional exports is mostly due 
to the increase in foreign sales of products like cotton, sugar, banana, coal, 
flowers and, to a lesser degree, some manufactured products like leather. 


Analyzing the prospects for these products and others like ferronickel and 
Shrimp, the government projections that Colombia can regain its trade equili- 
brium and reach a surplus seem valid. This will be translated into interna- 
tional reserves again rising. 


This is complemented by the import restriction policy which means a signifi- 
cant savings in foreign currency for the country. It is also a stimulus so 
that industry, agriculture and the other sectors produce more to take care of 
the needs of the domestic market and provide surpluses. With the new policy 
of incentives, these regain their competitiveness in the international markets. 
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COLOMBIA 


ANALYSIS REVEALS LEVELING OFF IN FOOD PRICE INCREASES 
Bogota EL SIGLO in Spanish 28 Aug 84 p 10 


[Text] The price of agricultural products, especially those that belong in 
the family consumer basket, continues to pull the greatest weight in the 
composition of the consumer price index, although the rate at which these 
prices rise is showing a downward trend. In the first half of the year, these 
products lost their traditional place in order to the "miscellaneous" group, 
which grew by 13 percent, as opposed to 11.13 percent for food products. 


This is the conclusion of an analysis by the of Agricultural and Livestock 
Studies Corporation of the Livestock Bank, which contains the following 
information: 


Coffee, bananas, potatoes and corn have experienced positive growth, although 
of a different nature. Coffee fared well because international prices were 
good and in June the volume of exports exceeded that of June 1983 by 23.13 
percent; bananas did well because of a fortunate combination of two complemen- 
tary circumstances, increased production and good international prices, which 
led to a 43 percent rise in the volume of exports and a 54 percent rise in 
their value. 


The tendency to expand the area of land cultivating potatoes has been main- 
tained, and yields have been high, Climatic conditions have been favorable, 
while prices have been depressed. Although the latter condition slows down 
the growth of food prices, [portion of text missing] farmers’ investments. 


Corn supplies have been sufficient, as prices have been below cyclical levels. 


Grains 


The expected drop in rice production has already had an impact on prices, 
which have shot up. 


The adverse situation is not critical, however. Production has been restric- 
ted, but apparently so has per capita consumption, and prices on the interna- 


tional market, which are approximately half domestic levels, will probably not 
react in the short term. 
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Barley and wheat production have been disappointing, without prospects for 
improvement even in the medium term. Consequently, imports remain high, with 
the United States extending credit for wheat imports. These loans are one of 
the Agricultural-Livestock Marketing Institute's sources of financing. 


As for sorghum, the situation is uncertain. Two problems plague investments 
in this crop: the fact that costs have risen faster than prices, which is 
common to all of agriculture, and marketing problems stemming from the 
conflict between agriculture and industry. The imports policy, rather than 
pursuing steady promotion of domestic production, appears to be responding 
simply to the external and short-term manifestations of the conflict. 


Sugar 


The primary factor of uncertainty in the sugar sector is the failure of the 
International Sugar Organization (ISO) to approve the international sugar pact 
to regulate the world market, which now has a surplus of about 4 million tons 
per year. 


Since there is no agreement between producers and consumers, or even among 
producers, the already depressed price will remain at that level still. 


The country has developed a solid productive infrastructure, and though it 
will not be destroyed, it may be underutilized. Alternative uses must be 
found for this product, which will undergo a critical period of uncertainty. 


Soybeans 


There were problems in the marketing of soybeans this harvest. Prices re- 
ceived by growers are the root of the trouble, since industry set the purchase 
price at 9.6 percent above the support price. This price is adjusted accor- 
ding to the conditions of the external market, and prices on that market are 
expected to drop in the coming months as the U.S. harvest comes in and the 
Brazilian supplies become available. 


Sesame Seed 


In this sector prospects are much gloomier. Only 800 hectares were planted in 
sesame, and the crop was sold at very high prices. The disappearance of this 
crop has led the government to try to provide incentives to farmers to grow 

it as a rotation crop, with an eye on the foreign market. The goal is to 
arrange an exchange with Japan to export this product. 


In cotton, winter affected much of the development of this crop, and there 
were a few outbreaks of weevils, which lowered yields. 


The area under cultivation rose by 60 percent. Domestic demand has responded 
with an improvement in the consumption of nationol textiles. 


The second quarter was not so good for sales of oil cakes, especially those 
made from cottonseed, concludes the report. High inventories resulting from 





increased cotton production on the coast had to be maintained by the process- 
ing industry until June because manufacturers of concentrates refused to 
purchase them. 


In general, the purchase of oil cakes ground to a halt, and only toward the 
end of the second quarter did activity pick up, after the government set a 
definite price and then authorized imports of fishmeal as a substitute. 
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COLOMBIA 


OIC RAISES COFFEE EXPORT QUOTAS DUE TO FROSTS IN BRAZIL 
Bogota EL ESPECTADOR in Spanish 1 Sep 84 p 8-A 


[Article by Hector Mario Rodriguez ] 


[Text] The executive board of the International Coffee Organization (OIC) 
yesterday decreed that 1 million sacks of the beans could be released in order 
to stabilize coffee prices on the international market. These prices have 
shot up in recent days due to frosts in Brazil and an increase in consumption. 


Next Monday Colombia will begin exporting 138,293 70-kilo sacks of coffee, and 
OIC Executive Director Alexandre F. Beltrao will begin releasing the stamps to 
back up the shipments that same day. 


This is the fourth time the world coffee quota has been raised, meaning that 
the initial contribution of 56.2 million sacks of coffee by the world's 
growers will rise to 60.2 million in the 1983-84 coffee season. 


The new adjustment determined by the Executive Committee, which consists of 
eight exporting and eight importing countries, came about because the 15-day 
average mobile guiding price was up above US $1.40 per pound. 


Freezes 


The recent freezes that damaged 40 percent of the crop in the state of Parana, 
the third-largest producer in Brazil, caused stocks to move nervously in New 
York and London, 


Observers note that the increase was also caused by stepped up demand by 
consumers throughout the world, especially in the United States and Europe. 


The new quota must be shipped before next 30 September, when the 1983-84 
coffee season ends. 


In addition, this 1 million sacks can be included in the statistics of the 
International Coffee Organization, and will serve as a reference point for the 
international quota to be negotiated for the next term. 
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Fourth Real Increase 


The 1983-84 World Coffee Pact, which was approved by means of Law 21 of 1983 
by the Colombian Congress, provides that when the 15-day average mobile price 
stays above US $1.40, the quota must be adjusted upward by 1 million sacks. 


It specifies, however, that no more than four increments in producers’ contri- 
butions may be effected, and if the price once again rises and stays above US 


$1.40 after the fourth adjustment, the overall quota system shall be suspen- 
ded. 


Last 5 June, a fourth increase in the world coffee quota was ordered because 
of the accelerated rise in prices, but at the end of the first half of 1984 
the OIC suspended the measure in view of the complete normalization of the 
market. 


Therefore, yesterday's release is the fourth real increase of 1984, and will 
mean approximately US $28 million in additional revenues to the country, which 
will help alleviate Colombia's critical exchange situation. 


Consequences 


By the end of this coffee year, the 48 producing countries will have placed 
60,222,737 sacks of coffee on the market in accordance with the allocation 
mechanisms, out of an estimated total production of 70.3 million sacks. 


Colombia's original quota of 8,468,791 sacks until next 30 September was 
increased to 9,114,159 sacks after the four real adjustments. 


These four increases have meant an additional US $120 million for the country. 
So far Colombia has sent its originally assigned quota plus the first three 
authorized increments to foreign ports. 


The new adjustment about which FL ESPECTADOR has learned will become effective 
next Monday, 3 September. It has come at the last possible moment. 


The World Coffee Agreement states that "no reduction in quotas shall be re- 
stored during the last month of the coffee year," that is, September; and the 
overall quota of the pact remains high. 


Growing Demand 


Although the serious climatic setbacks in southern Brazil have led to price 
speculation on the world's stock markets, a new development has emerged: The 
overall allocation of quotas is falling short of demand. 


Last June the increase in allocations came about because the African nations 


had problems meeting their export quotas, and because Brazil's production was 
of low quality due to droughts. 
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Once these problems were overcome, pressure continued on international prices 
because of a new phenonenon which will be closely studied at the next meeting 
in London: Youths are consuming large amounts of mild coffee. 


When producers and consumers meet in the "coffee capital" from 10 to 28 
September, they will discuss the expansion of the market, and Colombia will 
most certainly receive an increase in its quotas. 


Prices 


Yesterday morning, in the last weekly round of the New York Stock xchange, a 
125-kilo sack was selling for US $146.80 for delivery in December, but by the 
afternoon the price had stabilized at US $146.80. 


When the market closed, the value of 1 pound FOB declined to US $1.39, which 
in a Colombian port would represent US $214 per sack, after the release of 1 
million sacks was announced. Futures prices also dropped. 


Although meteorologists had predicted low temperatures in the last 72 hours in 
southern Brazil, the weather has stabilized and no further mishaps are expec- 
ted. 
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COLOMBIA 


FUNDS FOR EDUCATION IN LAST 10 YEARS EXCEED GDP INCREASE 
Bogota EL SIGLO in Spanish 29 Aug 84 pp l, 3 


[Article by Arturo Menendez Vall-Serra |] 


[Text] Funds allocated to the Ministry of National Education in the last 10 
years have grown at a rate higher than that of the national budget, and much 
higher than the increase in the gross domestic product for the same period. 


While the GDP rose by 46.12 percent between 1973 and 1983, in real terms, the 
resources allotted to the Ministry of Education grew by 92.53 percent in 1973 
constant pesos. 


This growth, which means that for each point of increase in the wealth of the 
country spending on education rose by two points, is reponsible for the fact 
that much of the nation's fiscal deficit today is primarily the result of 
educational spending. That would have been a very good investment if, over 
the years, it had resulted in higher quality instruction, university research 
and more qualified teachers, rather than a decline in the level of education 
in Colombia, as we are seeing now. 


Furthermore, much of the tremendous amounts the government is spending on 
education, which as we have already seen accounts for nearly 20 percent of the 
national budget, is earmarked not directly for training Colombians, but for 
maintaining a growing and uncontrollable bureaucratic payroll in institutions 
such as the universities that receive huge sums from the government for their 
operation. 


Statistics compiled by the Colombian Institute for Development and Higher 
Education reveal this fact, and highlight the private sector's ability to 
impart education more efficiently at the higher levels. 


It is thus paradoxical that even though the number of grade school pupils has 
declined in the public and private sectors because of recent changes in the 
country's population growth rate, more and more millions of pesos, in constant 
terms, are devoted to the operation of schools, and more and more teachers are 
being hired. 


Educational spending has eaten up an increasing portion of the national budget 
since 1973, and perhaps even longer. 
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Here again, the real growth of the education sector in proportion to al] 
government spending is far greater than that of the entire national budget. 


The budget of the central administration, including education, grew by nearly 
70 percent in real terms, as opposed to a 92.5 percent growth rate for that 
one sector alone. 


Reasons for Growth 


The report on intergove mment finances, known as the Wiesner-Bird Report, 
devoted a good part of its analysis to the problems of education and health. 


Concerning the first sector, the report sums up the situation engendered by 
the Regional Fducational Funds (FER), with respect to their clientele, teach- 
ers, aS follows: "One of the most common practices, for example, is for the 
FER to appoint its own teachers, financing their salaries initially with 
departmental resources—meanwhile they join the Colombian Federation of Educa- 
tors and then there is no way to get rid of them even if they are not needed-- 
so that no national-level approval is required, and then a year or two later, 
these teachers become linked to the nationalized segment.” 


The report goes on to point out that the Ministry should "formally" approve 
these appointments, and that "sometimes——always since education was national- 
ized in 1975, as has been shown--for political reasons it is very difficult to 
reject them, because that implies overturning the appointments of several 
hundred teachers, which would undoubtedly lead to great social unrest." 


Since the nationalization of education, budgets in the education sector have 
without a doubt been mere calculations of what is needed to pay for the first 
few months of each year. 


Then, month after month, petitions come pouring in from the FER, and the 
nation begins the now traditional process of issuing additional budgets, one 
after the other, to pay no one knows how many teachers. At the mere hint of a 
delay in their checks, these teachers bring state education to a halt, without 
the slightest concern for students, parents, the citizenry or the taxpayers. 
According to the government's proposal, these taxpayers will have to pay a 
Surtax in order to meet the salaries of public employees, and foremost among 
them, in terms of numbers and demands, are the teachers. 


Tomorrow: A country without planning 


Budgets in Constant 1973 Pesos 


Year .ducation Fducation National] National 
(Current (Constant (Current (Constant 
Billions) Billions) Billions) si llions) 

1973 5.5811 5.58110 30.333 30.3330 

1974 6.9509 5.55760 38.739 30.9738 

1975 8, 7637 5.96039 53.288 36.2424 
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Year Fducation Education National National 
(Current (Constant (Current (Constant 
Billions) Billions) Billions) Billions) 

1976 1] .0903 6.0116 57.038 30.9180 

1977 14.9631 6.3624 76.696 32.6120 

1978 20.6320 7.3254 105.386 37.4176 

1979 28.7073 8.0574 156.354 43.8845 

1980 39.3159 & . 8606 205.551 46.3248 

198] 52.9202 9.4956 279.611 50.1717 

1982 69.2605 9.9917 344.378 49,6809 

1983 83.2874 10.3144 419,256 51.9212 


Educational Budget: The budget of the Ministry of Education practically 
doubled in real terms between 1973 and 1983 as a consequence, among other 
things, of the nationalization of education. In comparison with the growth of 
the country as a whole, the education sector grew at twice the rate of the 
GDP, without producing the results that the taxpayers expect from such a 
prodigious investment. 


Growth of Spending 





CRECIMIENTO PIB A PARTIR DE 1873 (Base 100) . 
CRECIMIENTO PRESUPUESTO EDUCACION A PARTIR 
DE 1973 (Base 100) 
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Key: 
1. Growth of GDP since 1973 (Base 100) 
2. Growth of education budget since 1973 (Base 100) 


Doubled Growth: Educational spending by the Colombian Government grew 
phenomenally in the last 10 years, at a rate double that of the GDP in 
percentage terms. While the GDP grew at a cumulative rate of 46 percent 
between 1973 and 1983, spending on education grew at a rate of 92 percent. 
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CUBA 


ISRI PUBLISHES COLLECTIVE STUDY ON SANDINIST REVOLUTION 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish No 33, 16 Aug 84 p 61 
[Article by Rafael Labrada: "What Do You Know?"] 


[Text] What do you know about the history of Nicaragua? A lot? A little? 
Something? Whatever your situation, we recommend reading "Nicaragua and the 
Sandinist Revolution," a book that Editorial Ciencias Sociales has recently 
released. 


If you belong to the first group, the book offers you the opportunity to reaf- 
firm your knowledge and, at the same time, verify whether the authors have done 
a good job. If, on the other hand, you belong to the second or third group, 
you will be put into contact with the birth and development of a nation and a 
people like the Nicaraguans. We feel that the effort and time devoted to read- 
ing it will prove very satisfying. 


"Nicaragua and the Sandinist Revolution" is the result of research work done 
by four students at ISRI [Advanced Institute for Foreign Relations] of Cuba 
with the advice and participation of professor Alfonso Iglesias Garcia. He 
acted as liaison between the writers and the publishing house. 


The book was based on the graduation theses of Mirtha Muro Rodriguez, Raiael 
Dausa Cespedes and Jorge Leon Cruz and the course work of student Mercedes de 
Armas Garcia. They used as their research base certain historic and socioeco- 
nomic aspects of these fraternal Latin American people. The editorial concept 
follows a chronological order which includes the main elements covered by 
these comrades. Aspects that filled in historic and political stages not ana- 
lyzed were added as well as some special topics that it was felt had to be 
part of the book. 


Fernando Carr Paruas deserves mention in this work and is recognized in the 
introduction. As editor, he went beyond the usual framework of duties and, in 
fact, became a coauthor. He contributed ideas on how to unify and structure 
the papers as well as complete explanations, connecting texts and explanatory 
notes. 


Perhaps one of the most difficult tasks in this book was achieving stylistic 
unity from beginning to end and achieving uniformity among the different forms 
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of writing. There are never abrupt changes. On tre contrary, this book gives 
the impression that a single author was responsible for what is presented in 
it. This shows the care that was used not only in the placement of the differ- 
ent parts but also in the editing. 


"Nicaragua and the Sandinist Revolution" is a book whose fundamental objective 
is to inform the Cuban reader about the essential features of the Nicaraguan 
process and its popular struggles. As its authors state well, it is a book 
that does not have purely theoretical aspirations. Therefore, it pays greater 
attention to the systematization and analysis of political, historic, economic 
and social data from its discovery until our days, devoting the greatest at- 
tention to the period from the installation of the Somoza dictatorship, the 
revolutionary struggle until the defeat of Somozism and the arrival to power 
of the Sandinist Revolution and its confrontation with imperialist aggression. 


"Nicaragua and the Sandinist Revolution" consists of three basic parts and one 
appendix. The first part runs from the date of discovery until 1961, five 
chapters that separately point out the main aspects that occurred at each time. 
Particular importance is given to the person and work of Augusto Cesar Sandino, 
his struggle and example. There are important details about Somozism and his 
dynasty. 


This part is a study of prior events which led, without question, to the rise 
of the movements of liberation and, therefore, the frontal struggle against the 
regime i those years. 


The second part made up of eight chapters offers the reader a panoramic view 
of the Nicaraguan situation from 1961 to 1979--that is, until the triumph of 
the Sandinist Revolution. It presents the entire rebel process. 


The third and last part consists of four chapters devoted to the most recent 
years, from 1979 until now. This is perhaps the period we have greatest in- 
formation and knowledge about due to the close relationship between our two 
peoples. 


The book closes with an appendix which includes special analyses about topics 
of great interest like the problem of the Miskito Indians, the religious situa- 
tion, the question of "Central American unity," a chronology of Yankee aggres- 
sions against Nicaragua from the 19th century until the revolutionary triumph, 
the aggression perpetrated from Honduras in recent years and the political, 
economic, ideological and military aggressions carried out by the Reagan admin- 
istration. It also includes a brief explanation of the peace negotiations in 
Central America by the Contadora Group as well as several analytical tables, 
mainly on economic aspects. 


Unquestionably, the topic taken by these comrades for their work which led to 
this book is very interesting to us, especially if we keep in mind that it of- 
fers us a detailed study and analysis with historical and literary strictness. 
This demonstrates the seriousness of the authors and the publishing house in 
undertaking this project. 
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f historical studies, "Nicaragua and the Sandinist Revolution" is 
ligatory consultation to keep on hand. It gives the common reader 
har.c o delve into knowledge of the total development of the fraternal 
ople «f Nicaragua. 


In spite of being a book that could be considered specialized, its creators 
and, particularly, its editors took great care to present the context in a 
pleasant way which facilitates its reading. The organization and structure 
given to the different materials greatly contribute to this. 


that the realization and publication of this book has been positive 


1 angles. It must be considered an experiment to be continued by Edi- 
ial Ciencias Sociales and ISRI. 


When the reading is completed, we must return to our initial question: What do 
I t Nicaragua? Now we can say: A lot. 
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CUBA 


ANALYSIS OF BRAZIL'S POLITICAL CLIMATE FOCUSES ON PDS, PMDB 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish No 33, 16 Aug 84 pp 16-17 
[Article by Roberto Morejon: "End of Eclipse?"] 


[Text] Brazil is the site of a novelty for its inhabitants. For the first time 
since 1964, there is the possibility of electing a civilian opposition candi- 
date for president. 


The situation has just taken shape although the same mechanisms of electoral 
succession imposed by the military when they took power with a coup d'etat two 
decades ago still exist. 


Recent conventions of the two main parties--the government PDS [Social Democva- 
tic Party] and the oppcsition PMDB [Brazilian Democratic Movement Party ]-- 
nominated two civilians for the highest office. This is an indication of the 
changes that have taken place in that Latin American country. 


Many citizens have been born and grown up unaware of the process of selecting 
the person responsible for governing the destinies of this populous nation of 
131 million inhabitants. 


Last April Congress rejected by only a few votes a plan to convoke direct elec- 
tions this year, after a long process of popular protests--unprecedented in 
size--supporting that request. 


Later the government withdrew a bill calling for direct elections in 1988 when 
the introduction by the opposition of amendments calling for an earlier vote 
became feasible. 


It is a fact that both the people as well as the political adversaries of the 
government, organized into parties, decided a long time ago that it was time to 
return the country to democratic channels. 


After the 1982 elections in which governors, federal and state deputies, a 
third of the Senate, mayors and councillors were crosen, Brazil returned to 
political action. This had been somewhat forgotten after the succession of 
military uniforms through the presidential palace of Planalto. 
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[In those 1982 elections the opposition won 65 percent of the total votes, the 
majority in the Chamber, some seats in the Senate and control of several de- 
partments. Nevertheless, the government held the majority in the electoral 


college and the reins to the Senate through certain artifices. 


Therefore, the next chief of state will be elected by that college next 15 Jan- 
uary. Due to the latest events, the opposition has a good chance of winning. 


If the present situation continues, the PDS--sponsored by the military--will 
come to the elertions suffering the effects of a deep division. This is very 


serious for ‘ Since it caused the schism of an important group that 
calls i ‘al Front, centered around the current vice president, 
Aureliano 

The Libera) vi." zed its union with the opposition, the PMDB, which 


gave it an appreciable surce of votes and stripped the government group of 
its traditional control. 


Tancredo Neves, PMDB candidate, called the aliiance an "historic event" and 
stated that it means "the end of the 20-year eclipse" thanks to the "civic un- 
derstanding of the Brazilians." 


Neves, winner in his party's recent convention, has some favoritism, judging 
by the analyses of the surveys taken. He is seen as a strong contender for 
the presidency. 


He is 74 years old and defined as a conciliator and centrist, qualified and 
prudent. He has just resigned as governor of the state of Minas Gerais to 
campaign on his platform: economic recovery, payment of the foreign debt and 
return to direct elections. These are controversial and thorny topics in the 
Brazil of today. 


Tne PMDB candidate assures that, under his mandate, the country will pay the 
debt "without accepting impositions demanded because of our monetary vulnera- 
bility." He was referring to the demands of the IMF, bird of prey considered 
aS an alternative to the crisis by the current president, Joao Baptista 
Figueiredo. 


The problems are worse than many think. In addition to the debt of $100 bil- 
lion, this country has inflation of 230 percent per year, unemployment and un- 
deremployment of 40 percent and more than 25 million people in poverty. 


Neves also must consider the housing shortage, the crisis in the northeast, 
education and ownership of land, an extensive list of priorities unlikely to 
be solved in a 4-year term. 


Support for the main people is not monolithic within the PMDB. There are re- 
servations about the nominee for vice president, Jose Sarney, former president 


of the government party and now in the opposition after the schism in the PDS. 


In the other group, the PDS also held its convention and elected Paulo Maluf 
as its presidential candidate. He is a prosperous businessman and deputy, 
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former governor of the state of Sao Paulo, considered by his friends as a per- 
sistent man and by his enemies as ambitious. 


An abundance of luxuries, propaganda and publicity displays with high doses of 
the samba and eccentricities predominated at the PDS convention. Meanwhile, 

in southern Brazil 150,000 people remained without shelter after serious floods 
due to lack of money. 


These expenditures did not reunite the party or counteract the pessimism fac- 

ing the latent possibility of a victory by the opposition in the electoral col- 

lege next January. 

This splintering is the consequence of the people's rejection of the PDS be- 

cause of economic deterioration and the government decision not to hold direct 
ions. It also concerned Figueiredo's refusal to coordinate the process 

for his succession, incapable of proposing someone acceptable to the different 


,ay va 7 oan] 
CUrre»nts. 


According to surveys, the decline in popularity of the PDS did not predict the 
resulting greater deterioration of the internal situation of the government 
political group. 


Paulo Maluf, the hope of the military, also presents his platform emphasizing 
economic improvement, direct presidential elections, reinforcement of private 
enterprise, continued negotiations with the IMF and other points, similar in 
general to those of past military presidents. 


Maluf relies on the reorganization of his party to win in the election next 
January but his adversaries state that the alliance between the PMDB and the 
Liberal Front will be maintained. Time will tell who is right. 

The closing of factories, labor demands that at times even turn into strikes, 
the effects of the international recession and the downfall of the so-called 
"Brazilian miracle" constitute basic elements in the electoral contest and 

will be felt in the sessions of the electoral college at the beginning of 1985. 


65 











DOMINICA 


CANADA ANNOUNCES Aib TO SEVEN PRODUCTION PROJECTS 
FL151630 Bridgetown CANA in English 1609 GMT 15 Sep 84 


[Text] Bridgetown, 15 Sep (CANA)--Canada has announced £..C. 305,000 dollars 
(one E.C. dollar: 37 cents U.S.) in support for seven projects in Dominica 
aimed mostly at increasins, employuent or productive activities. 


A statement from the Canadian Iligh Cownission here said the schemes involve 
only non-sovernment organisations and institutions, includine the Caribbean 
Ayricultural Research and Development Institute (CARDI). 


The Dominica office of CARDI has developed a project using eight selected dairy 
farms in the Roseau Valley Acministration, where training will be piven in milk 
production, breeding, and animal health techniques. 


Eventually these units will be developed into inodel demonstration dairy farms, 
thus helping to diversify Dominican agriculture from its traditional emphasis 
on bananas, coconuts, and citrus fruits and also improve nutrition standards. 


CARDI has pioneered similar initiatives to maximize benefits to small farmers 
in other eastern Caribbean islands. 


Another livestock project, this one run by the Carib Peoples Orpanisation, 
will assist in increasing milk production and pasture development on the Carib 
reserve at Salybia through construction of shelters, fencing, water stations, 
and the purchase of heifers as well as various types of equipment. 


The Marigot Foundation High School, operated by the community education council 
in Marigot, is the main secondary school in the northeastern part of Dominica. 
It will receive a pvrant for the building of a hostel to accommodate students 
liviny, up to 20 miles from the school in such areas as Woodford Hill, Con-- 
cord, San Sauveur, Petit Soufriere, belles and Carib Reserve. 


Typewriters, sewiny, machines, and school furniture will be purchased for St 
Martins vocational school, which is the only pirls' secondary-level commercial. 
institution in Dominica. 


A project called Operation Youthqguake in Roseau under the National Children's 
llome Organisation aims at providing a conmunity-based counselling and skills 
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devalopment programme for out-of-school boys. ‘The project centre provides 
basic literacy instruction, crairing in food production and handicrafts, as 
well as othar basic skills. All of these activities will be supported by the 
Canadian Uigh Commission, the statement said. 


The Northeast Timber Cooperative has pionsered pre-fabricated housing, using 
local lumber in this area of Dominica. Vinancial assistance is beings provided 
for materials to construct special vebicles to assist in hauling timber and 
in buildin;, forest feeder roads. 


The Dorinica Lesion will receive support to build a workshop in their head- 
quarters in Roseau where ex-servicemen and otiers will be able to find gain- 


ful employment, the high commission said. 


Tha total allocation for supportias such development projects in Dominica for 
this year is about half a million f.C. dollars. 


CSO: 3296/1147 
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GAIRY INTERVIEWED ON CURRENT POLITICAL SITUATION 


Kingston THE SUNDAY GLEANER in English 26 Aug 84 p 17 


GRENADA 


[Interview with Eric Gairy by Margaret Morris; date and place not specified] 


[Text] 


ecause his own real estate is+still in. the 


possession of the Grenada government. Sir 
Eric Matthew Gairy holds court at the home of 


Attorney Herbert Squires, the man tipped to be 


political leader of the Grenada United Labour 


Party in the upcoming clection. Gairy himself will 
not run and is cagey about his future role. His 
present role, he says, is seeing that G.U.L.P. has 
the best candidates and programme. The platform 
is “God i all things. Truth only. Discipline 
always. To reconstruct the country and the moral 
fabric of the people.” 

Gleaner: Has your property been restored to you? 

Gairy: No... the Interim Committee that calls itself the government 
is not a government...The Governor General cannot appoint a 
government... he appointed a committee. They changed their desig 
nation after a few weeks and called themselves an Advisery Coun- 
cil....(then) an Interim Government ..(next) they were talking about a 
Cabinet reshuffle. The whole thing is so damn ridiculous. 

They are behaving like children who are acting ina theatre and have acted 
so well they are beginning to believe they are real persons. They have to go 
back to school and learn the realities of life. The other people sieved many 
people's properties, buildings, tarms. When the Americans and the Caribbean 
Peacekeeping, Force took over this property should have been returned but 


the powers that be have seized the properties too. Court proceedings will be 
instituted against them at the proper ume? 


Total assets 


Gleaner: What are the total assets? (of his siezed property ) 
Gary: | never say what my total assets are (Ghuckles)... | have sufficient on 
which to live, they seized my buildings, land, cars... the house in which | live 


now a to Mr Squires...my property is being held by the Governor 


General and the Interm Body. They will have to account for this. We are 
going to take steps, nor only to recover the properties, that will be automatic 
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after the election, but tor damages... (We will sue them) not as an Interim 
body but as individuals. 


Gleancr: How are you funding your campaign? 
Gay: Ail the other partics are spewing out money lke water. We only 
have love, we are the only penniless party. 


Expectations ~ F 
Gleaner: What are your expectations? 


Gairy: In 1972 we won 13 out of the 15 seats and subsequently got 14. We 
are stronger today. ; 


Gleaner: So you anticipate a one-party Parliament? 
Gairy: (Chuckles) It we have a one-party government it would be ditterent 
from Jamaica's. A number of parties here are participating. 


Gleaner: It has been suggested that you could face criminal charges 
coming back here, charges arising out of the findings of the Duffus 
Commission. What is your comment on that ? 


Gairy: | think Mr. Duffus must be ashamed ot his report today. Because 
events have proven that | was right. All thar 1 was saying was that those 
people were Communists and proving that they were subversive...and wanted 
to take our country and give it to the Kremlin. It all proves that [Tavas quite 
ve. I think Mr Dattus, something was reported ot Mr Duttus saying that 
when he came to Grenada he had a preconception ot the whole setting here 
because he spoke to Mr Alistair Hughes. It couldn't be otherwise because he 
dressed those people up like angels and saints and condemned me and the 

olice torce. | em the three of them must be very embarrassed by the report 
fe gave. | think someone should check with Mr Duttus and see what he has 
to say today. 


Strategy for elections 


Gleaner: What is your strategy for the election? 

Gairy: We never tell our strategy (Laughs) 

Gleaner: When do you anticipate elections? 

Gairy: They should have been in February. If the Governor General had 
done what was fair he would have called the last elected Prime Minister 
which was myself. | would have advised him of a 3-man commurtec for the 
purpose only of calling a general election which would have been held in 
February past. $o everything we are doing now would have been legitimate, 
constitutional, legal. Everything now 1s illegal. People must know that. People , 
who are committing themselves to. transactions with the government of 
Grenada, they are wasting time and money...they have had 3 legal gpimotis 
given by reputable firms and they all pointed out the same thing... 

‘Declining to reveal his future role in the political lite of Grenada, Sir Eric 
said “My consciousness is focussed on elections... of am presenting the 
candidates that | have sclected. We are supposed to do this m one massive 
meeting but we do not have our property on which to do this, that 1s the* 
Progress House which is still being held by the Interim Committee . (Note: 
Progress House, the former headquarters of the party and union ts currently 
being used as the Ministry of Health). 

“| applied to get the use of the Anghcan Church Hall. t did not get i. | 
applied to get the Public Workers Union Hall. We did not get it. So what I'm 
doing, I'm holding mini-conventions here for area representatives and the 
candidates that |am presenting. So far they have accepted all the candidates 
that | have selected.” , 


‘ 


Illegal, extravagant 


Gleaner: Do you expect to sweep the board? 

Gairy: With God's blessing, Yes 

Gleaner: What is your assessment of the job that the Interim 
Authority is doing?’ 

Gairv: The Interim body as legal and extravagant. They are wasting money 
and trying to do away with government's propertcs as quickly as they possibly 
can. (i.e. divestment of state farms tc.) People who buy any state-owned 
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ropetty must realize that they are going to lose the deal, going to lose 
Ries the Interim’ Committee as not a legal entity. He they are in for a 
specific purpose, setting up the clection machinen, they cannot legislare to do 
anything clse. 

Gleaner: So, if elected, you would reverse the decisions that they 
have taken? 

Gairy: Those that would be in the best interest of our country we would 
have to validate them, we would pass legislauon to validate them. The 
goxernment would have to look at their actions and validate those that arc in 
the best interest of the country. 


CSO: 3298/1121 


70 





GRENADA 


BRIEFS 


PBO LEADER'S TOUR--HEAD of a recently formed political party in Grenada, Roy 
Robertson of the Patriotic Builders Organisation (PBO) is now in Barbados as 
part of a four-nation sweep of the Caribbean seeking to whip up support for 

the party in general elections expected in the Spice Isle later this year. 
Robertson, a one time teacher and Seventh Day Adventist preacher. said he 

hopes to meet with political leaders here, in Dominica, St. Lucia and Jamaica 

to discuss the objectives of the two-month-old group, whose basic objective, 

he said, was to provide Grenada with "economic stability and domestic tran- 
quility."' The PBO is one of several new pro-Western parties that have sprung 
up in Grenada following last October's leftwing Army coup in which Prime 
Minister Maurice Bishop and more than 100 others were killed before the United 
States led an invasion backed by a group of Caribbean states to put down the 
military junta. Robertson said the party, which would like to see the scheduled 
elections postponed, has nevertheless selected candidates to contest all 15 
seats at stake but he declined to divulge their names since some of them had 

not yet been granted leave from their jobs in and out of the Government. [Text] 
[Bridgetown SUNDAY ADVOCATE in English 12 Aug 84 p 1] 


CSO: 3298/1121 


71 








ERRATUM: This article republished from 

JPRS-LAM-84-101 of 11 September 1984 

in order to make certain translation 

changes and to provide Article 2 of GUATEMALA 
the Decree-Law. 


GOVERNMENT LIFTS SPECIAL COURT SENTENCES 
Guatemala City PRENSA LIBRE in Spanish 19 Jul 84 pp 8, 58 


[Text] The government yesterday granted full pardon to individuals 
convicted by special courts even though their cases have been heard by 
regular judges, in accordance with decree-law 74-84. The secretary general 
of the head of government, Colonel Manuel de Jesus Giron Tanchez, informed 
reporters that the government had made the decision in response to various 
organizations which had requested pardon for those on whom judgment or 
sentence had been passed in special courts. 


"This law," he explained, “will go into effect as soon as it is made public 
in the official bulletin. It covers individuals whose cases are still 
pending final resolution by regular courts.” 


Such courts were created during the de facto regime of General Rios Montt 
for the purpose of checking delinquency and insurgency. This governmental 
decree gave rise to many criticisms by both national and international 
institutions, and on several occasions their elimination was requested. 


While the special courts were in force many people described as guilty of 
major crimes were sentenced to death. After 23 August 1983, when General 
Mejia Victores came to power, these courts were done away with. A few 
cases awaiting sentencing were transferred to regular courts. 


Following is the decree-law: 
Decree-Law Number 74-84: the Chief of State 


Whereas it is the state's obligation as the prime reason for its existence 
to make sure that justice is imparted swiftly and completely in all cases 
for the purpose of guaranteeing security, tranquility and peace to the 
country's citizens; 


Whereas several individuals accused of the commission of criminal acts 
were prosecuted in the Special Courts and were given prison sentences which 
were being served in appropriate penal institutions even after the most 
lenient law had been applied by ordinary courts; 


Whereas there are some accused prosecuted in formerly existing courts by 
virtue of the provisions of decree-law 93-83, the trials involved are being 
held in regular courts and are awaiting sentence; 
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Whereas the individuals cited in the foregoing paragraphs as well as various pro- 
fessional groups of the country have expressed disagreement with the proceedings 
and the sentences in the courts cited which no longer exist, invoking violation 
of penal and procedural laws in the substantiation and judgment in the cases 
affected; 


Whereas in view of the possibility that justice as 4 juridical value has been 
impaired in the legal actions cited, it is proper that by way of pardon the 
punitive relevance of the judgments concerned be canceled and that the trials 
in progress be stayed, for which purpose it has become necessary to decree 
the legal ordinance which thus stipulates it. 


Therefore, in the exercise of the powers conferred by articles 4 and 26 sub- 
paragraph 14 of the fundamental statutes of the government, amended by decree 
laws 36-82 and 87-83, 


It is decreed: 


Article 1. Full pardon is granted to those persons sentenced by final verdict 

of the special courts who are serving the sentence imposed upon them by the above 
mentioned special courts, even if at a later time the most lenient law was applied 
by judges of the regular courts in‘accordance with the decree law number 93-83. 


Article 2. The regular courts which, based on the decree law number 93-83, are 
trying any of the cases initiated in the special courts, such trials will be 
stayed for good when this decree law goes into effect. 


Article 3. Those favored by the pardon granted thanks to this law are obliged 
to make good on their civil liabilities in a form determined by laws on the 
matter; and as for those benefiting from the stay civil action which may be 
claimed will have to be tried before competent tribunals. 


Article 4. The benefits established in this law will be applied ex officio 
or at the request of plaintiff in immediate form by the presidency of the 
Judicial Bureau, by the courts trying any of these cases, or those designated 
by the presidency of the Judicial Bureau, in unforeseen situations, such 
courts will have to set forth the resolution which may be forthcoming for 
these purposes. 


Article 5. This decree will bécome effective the day following its pub lica- 
tion in the OFFICIAL JOURNAL. 


Executed in the national palace in Guatemala City on 18 July 1984. 
To be published and complied with. 


4 


Major General Oscar Humberto Mejia Victores. 


Secretary General of the Head of Government, Colonel Manuel de Jesus Giron 
Tanchez. 


Minister of the Interior Gustavo Adolfo Lopez Sandoval. 


9436 : 
CSO: 3248/732 











MEXICO 


DIVISIONS WITHIN LEFT SEEN PREVENTING ELECTORAL ALLIANCE 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 16 Aug 84 p 25-A 


[Text] Ideological differences among parties and personal differences among 
leaders have prevented the materialization of the left's electoral alliance 

for the 1985 federal elections, and also for the local elections (for deputies 
and mayors) that will be held this year in the state of Mexico, Coahuila and 
Yucatan. The PPS [Popular Socialist Party] and the PMT [Mexican Workers Party] 
refuse to become allied with the PRT [Revolutionary Workers Party]; and, within 
the PSUM [Unified Socialist Party of Mexico], a faction headed by Alejandro 
Gascon Mercado does not accept any bonds with the PPS; and the POS [Socialist 
Labor Party] is also on the sidelines. 


Yesterday, the heads of the Revolutionary Workers Party (PRT) demanded the 
formation of a Federation of Leftist Parties capable of halting the progress 
of the right, represented by the PAN [National Action Party], "which has 
capitalized on the mistakes of the government's economic policy, the anti- 
democratic situation, the corruption and the fraud in the PRI [Institutional 
Revolutionary Party]." And they announced the formation of an electoral 
coalition for the November elections in the state of Mexico with the PMT and 
PSUM. 


The party headed by Heberto Castillo, the PMT, immediately claimed not to know 
the terms of that electoral alliance, "because it has to be discussed at the 
national assembly to be held on 7, 8 and 9 November"; and it expressed surprise 
at the announcement from the PRT. Nevertheless, the PSUM admitted that it 

was holding talks with the PRT to participate with common candidates and 
programs in the elections for local mayors and deputies in the state of Mexico. 


The PPS, for its part, repudiated any alliance with the Revolutionary Workers 
Party (PRT), "because they are provocateurs, counterrevolutionaries and 
hidden enemies of the labor movement. We are excluded from the PRT, but the 
other leftist parties may become allied with it if they so decide, because 
that is the agreement," commented Francisco Ortiz Mendoza. 


However, the alliance between PSUM-PST-PPS, Communist Leftist Unity and the 
Socialist Movement has caused a division among the members of the PSUM, and 
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it has been questioned extensively by Alejandro Gascon Mercado, who has bad 
memories of his former party, "with which I am quite familiar, and know how 
they run things: with a government policy line." And he also doubts that 
the joint communique signed by the parties and associations in the alliance 
was discussed and devised jointly: "The wording has a different origin, 
namely, that controlled by the government." 


Gascon's challenge has gone so far as to even question the leadership of the 
PSUM; and in this connection, in view of the intense debate, it is thought 
that today, during the National Conference on Organization to be held this 
afternoon, Pablo Gomez and Sabino Hernandez, from the political commission, 
will report on the PSUM's internal situation, and will submit a report on the 
activity of the secretariat and the national commissions, which will be 
discussed next month. 


Gomez remarked that the alliances in no way affect the formation of the PSUM 
and the profile of the new party. What is being sought is to combine forces 
with sufficient ability to deter the progress of the right. 


The Socialist Labor Party (POS) speaking through Manuel Diaz Salas, commented 
that there is resistance in the PSUM to making electoral alliances, particu- 
larly in the state of Mexico; something which in no way helps the democratic 
and revolutionary forces to continue progressing and winning positions in the 
town halls and local congress of the neighboring state. Under those condi- 
tions, the POS will run its own candidates, with entrenchment and popularity, 
in those elections, as he observed. 


In view of this situation, the creation of a common front of leftist parties 
has become remote, because the differences and disputes have not been 
surmounted. 
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MEXICO 


PSUM CANDIDATES WITHDRAW FROM STATE OF MEXICO ELECTION 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 20 Aug 84 pp 22-A, 35-A 


[Text] In an act which was described in political circles as an "example of 
the disunity of the left," the Unified Socialist Party of Mexico's [PSUM] 
candidates for deputy in the state of Mexico, Francisco Vidal, Manuel Martinez 
and Ezequiel Torres, withdrew their possible nomination with the argument that 
hoth the state assembly and the National Organization Conference "took place 
in an antidemocratic atmosphere, excluding those who differ from the bureau- 
cracy in the state and central committees." 


The three PSUM leaders in that state sent a lengthy communique to the news 
media in which they claim that this atmosphere "was manifested in disrespect 
toward the imposition of unpopular, divisive and antidemocratic candidates." 


They also expressed the opinion that, "behind the back of the party's rank and 
file," the political commission of the PSUM Central Committee is attempting to 
make an alliance “with the official party's satellites: PPS [Popular Socialist 
Party] and PST [Socialist Workers Party]" and they added: 


"These organizations have been typified by their systematic betrayal of the 
popular classes' struggles. We reject the presidential policy attempting to 
make the people believe that democracy is present so long as the power is 
contested by two large parties, even though the latter are pursuing the same 
goal and represent one and the same class." 


All three voice their opposition "to the fact that the deputies of the revolu- 
tionary left act as advisers to the government; and we demand of them a real 
commitment to the masses and to the working class. Therefore, we reject 

the Eurocommunist and Social Democratic propositions, which might be good for 
the highly developed European countries, but which border on opportunism and 
betrayal for Latin America." 


In any event, the PSUM leaders in the state of Mexico declared that their 
withdrawal from possible nomination for the post of legislators from that 
state "does not represent a break with the party," adding: "We shall continue 
to work on behalf of the party's construction, but also to make it authenti- 
cally democratic and revolutionary." 
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They conclude by saying: "In any event, we shall strive to make the PSUM 
represent the working people and the struggle against the bourgeoisie and 
the state. We repeat, we shall continue to work and strive with all our 
might to transform it and to force the opportunists and government advisers 
from the left to take a stand and to clarify the course of action that the 
party should take at a time as critical for the party as the present is." 
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MEXICO 


PSUM LEADERSHIP FIGURES DISCUSS NATURE OF SPLITS IN PARTY 
Mexico City PROCESO in Spanish No 407, 20 Aug 84 pp 22-25 


[Text] The struggle for control of the leadership systems of the Unified 
Socialist Party of Mexico [PSUM], which began when PSUM itself did in 198i, 
has become more intense during recent weeks. 


This incident of the construction of the "most important party of the Mexican 
left" led the two principal movements comprising it (one grouped around the 
former Communist Party, and another congregated around the former Mexican 
People's Party] into exhausting, harsh debates and difficult negotiations on 
the top echelon, which have kept the present secretary general, Pablo Gomez, 
at a virtual impasse. 


The reappearance of the conflict occurred during the sixth plenary session of 
the PSUM Central Committee, on 22-23 July, the debates of which were unusually 
publicized by the PSUM news organ. At that meeting (at which an ideological 
and political discussion on a very unequal level, but with major difficulty 
in getting off the ground, was staged), the most concrete feature of the power 
struggle was clarified, with the creation of a specific commission to make 
proposals to the Central Committee "on the formation and operation of the 
political commission and the secretariat." 


The conflict assumed greater clarity when the most prominent former PPM 
member, Alejandro Gascon Mercado, opposed Gomez’ chairing the ad hoc commis- 
sion. 


This paved the way for a reformation of the PSUM leadership organs but, at the 
same time, the challenge to Gomez carried the weight of a discrediting of his 
work as head of the general secretariat. 


The struggle over the redistribution of authority and Gomez' departure was 

fully in evidence during the activity of the specific committee which, on 14 
August, submitted to the PSUM Central Committee's seventh plenary session a 
report containing proposals such as the following: 


Comrade Salvador Castaneda proposed a restructuring of the political commission 
based on the correlation of forces in the party and in the Central Committee 
itself. 
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Comrade Horacio Garcia Perez proposed the temporary elimination of the post 
of secretary general of the Central Committee and the election of a new 
political commission representing the proportionality that exists in the 
party. 


Comrades Alejandro Gascon Mercado and Cesar Navarro adopted Comrade Salvador 
Castaneda's proposal and added to it a change of the secretary general of 
the Central Committee. 


The proposals, made by the best known members of the Gasconist movement, were 
based on this group's efforts to improve its positions in the PSUM leadership 
systems, dominated by the movement that has formed around the former Communist 
Party members. 


Deputy Rolando Cordera, on the other hand, proposed "an expansion of the 
political commission with whatever number and whatever comrades are necessary." 
This idea is similar to the proposal put forth by the political commission, 

and Pablo Gomez in particular, calling for the incorporation of the Gasconists 
into the PSUM's major executive organ "by way of expansion." 


Nevertheless, the Central Committee did not make an immediate decision. 
Meanwhile, a period of truce began, which will end in October, when a new 
specific commission of 11 members will make proposals for the "operation, 
manner of formation and functions of the Central Committee organs." 


A new rearrangement of positions will take place then. 
Only One Rearrangement: Gascon 


According to Alejandro Gascon Mercado, former secretary general of the old 
Mexican People's Party, and the first Marxist-Leninist mayor of a state 
capital, the current crisis "is PSUM's thousandth crisis, which may be followed 
by many others.” 


He remarked: "It is a normal process to confront the differences and difficul- 
ties that have always existed in the PSUM"; claiming that "only those who are 
used to dramatizing political issues consider it something supernatural." 


In Gascon's view, of the two major persuasions that exist in the PSUM, one 
(to which he belongs) wants the party's activity to be really democratic, and 
excludes "trouble-making positions among those with leadership positions, to 
benefit small groups.” 


He said: "We are striving for a new policy in the left, consisting primarily 
of the struggle against capitalism, against the bourgeoisie and against impe- 
rialism; not against PSUM members themselves." ’ 


He scored "petty maneuvers” by the former PCM to keep control of the party / 
systems. 








As he put it, "Claiming that the parties which gave rise to the PSUM are in 
their same positions is a petty maneuver to try to retain a sectarian spirit 
that will make it possible (on this basis) to continue to control the party 
leadership systems." 


And, "the accusation that we favor political monolithism and want to attain 
the leadership to establish it otticially is another petty maneuver aimed 
at regrouping, in particular, those who belonged to the PCM, so that they 
could be the ones to determine the PSUM'’s existence; although, obviously, 
not all of us who belonged to the Mexican Communist Party are situated in 
the same trench. The latter holds true of all the groups which gave rise 
to the PSUM." 


Gascon proved the "gradual disintegration of the organizations which founded 
the PSUM" with the membership of the movement to which he belongs. 


He cited as an example the fact that there are in it "many of my old PPM 
comrades, but also many others who joined the PSUM directly (such as Horacio 
Garcia Perez and Tatiana Coll), some who were members of the PCM (such as 
Luis Ortega, Rogelio Sosa and Rodolfo Echeverria), others from the MAP 
[Popular Action Movement] (such as Paquita Calvo), a few more who belonged 
to the National Revolutionary Civic Association (such as Florentino Jaimes) 
and some others who were members of the PMT, such as Max Ortega, Adela 
Salazar and Rene Bejarano." 


He joked: "In the past, in a witty vein, the different PSUM groups used to 
be identified as: Green Wave (that of Gascon himself), Mapaches [Raccoons] 
(Popular Action Movement), Dinos (diminutive of Dinosaurs, the most orthodox 
of the PCM) and Renos (diminutive of Renovators, of the same former PCM). 
Now, after a rearrangement of members in the various movements, there are 
the Renodinos, Dinorenos, Renosaurios and Dinolas; there is a little of 
everything." 


At the First PSUM Congress, Gascon proposed Pablo Gomez as secretary general, 
the very one whom he challenged at the recent PSUM plenary meetings. This is 
his explanation for the sudden change: 


"Tl think that there are plans which do not end well. When the first secretary 
general was appointed, there were several comrades who might objectively have 
been PSUM leaders owing to their participation in prior organizations, their 
reputation and their experience. Pablo Gomez was not among them. He 
managed’ to become a proposed party leader. He obviously had some quali 
ties; but that plan did not work out. The fact that I proposed him did not 
guarantee to anyone, nor to me, that Comez would be an effective secretary 
general. That can only be determined by experience. And experience has 
shown that there have been great limitations and self-limitations among this 
leadership, resulting from lack of experience and immaturity, most likely, 
among its leaders. There have been acts (which I do not want to expand upon) 
that reflect a loss of confidence in Pablo Gomez as secretary general." 











In Gascon's view, all is not lost for Gomez: 


"T am not saying that Pablo Gomez could not hold another position in the 
party's activity, whatever it might be. It is simply that, among the 
tactical assignments, it would appear that he should hold another position. 
This occurs in the most fundamental strategy of any group, even in American 
football: a quarterback could become a running back, and a running back could 
become a quarterback." 


According to the Socialist leader, turning Gomez’ removal into a problem "is 
ridiculous." It would make sense (he claimed) to discuss it if the parti- 
cipation of Lenin, let's say, were involved. "But since the one involved is 
just any member of the PSUM, we should not delay: It is a religious habit 
among the old Communist Party systems that a secretary general leaves his 
position feet first. That is a primitive practice. A party should be more 
speedy. That is the issue; not what some are beginning to say: that it is 

a quarrel between Pablo Gomez and Alejandro Gascon." 


"And it isn't?" 


"I live in Tepic. If I wanted to fight, I would move to the Federal District, 
which is where the rings are. Here, there are no rings and no audience. But 
what I am entitled to is that the leadership of my party have authority in 

the entire party, and that no one impose conditions on it. And any comrade 
who has not proven to have any shortcomings can hold that position, with the 
approval of everyone." 


He added: "Some things have been published with the idea of saying: 'Help me, 
they want to remove me.' We don't want to remove anyone. We are not vetoing 
anyone. The Second Congress appointed the Central Committee, which is the 
one responsible for the party's activity, and it appoints to the leadership 
posts. If the majority believe that it is all right, let it happen. We 

go along with that. But some think that certain things must be changed. It 
is our right. I repeat: turning the problem into a Gomez-Gascon quarrel 
means ridiculing everyone of us. If Pablo were not the secretary general, 

I would not concern myself with this matter again. That means that it is 

not a personal quarrel. I have no reason to fight with that fellow. It 
doesn't make sense." 


In the statement to PROCESO, Gascon, himself, expressly excluded himself from 
the fight for the secretary general's position: 


"IT have no personal ambition for the party leadership or a popularly elected 
position, because I am interested in creating an effective instrument for 
the power struggle in Mexico, for the construction of the Socialist system. 
I am not thinking about the redirection of the economic policy nor about 
correcting the Mexican State nor about convergences. I am thinking about 
something more: a government that is capable of deepseated corrections." 


"In a party such as the PSUM, in which there are (as you have pointed out) at 
least two major movements, what should the mechanism be for establishing the 
leadership organs?" 
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"With political logic. Some kind of participation for the various groups must 
be established. There are different tactics and styles. So, there must be a 
leadership that reflects this, and a secretary general who is not opposed by 
anyone. That is essential, so that everyone can do a better job. 


Because (he said), it is an objective fact that the PSUM leadership is in the 
hands of the comrades from the former CPM. All the movements are represented 
in the state systems, but in the centra] System there is only the former PCM. 
And many PSUM members are demanding a change in this Situation, and that every- 
one participate in the leadership with equity; as the young people say, that 

no one be left idle." 


"In the confrontation between PSUM's two major movements, is there fair play?" 


"We consider it fair. I cannot say any more...It would not aid in the construc- 
tion of the party, because the internal struggle is so emotional that it is 

the main factor for disruption fostered by our enemies. I repeat: our move- 
ment is playing fair." 


There Must Be Deeper Probing: Arnoldo 


Arnoldo Martinez Verdugo, former secretary general of the old Mexican Communist 
Party, former presidential candidate and one of the most consistent ideologues 
of the Communist movement, remarked that the PSUM is currently undergoing "an 
inevitable debate and a leadership crisis that are closely linked with decisions 
made at the PSUM's Second Congress." 


With respect to the country's fundamental problems, (he noted), the organiza- 
tions which gave rise to the PSUM have intensified their agreement. 


"The PSUM's difficulties (he added), do not, in my view, lie in the fact that 
there is a great deal of dispute and differences are not concealed. On the 
contrary, there must be a far more thorough debate in the PSUM. 


"But there is a reason for the debate: The formation of a 'stable majority’ 

in a political party necessarily entails the most detailed discussion possible. 
And if some think that this practice is a sign of the PSUM's weakness, they 
are mistaken. It is a sign of vitality," 


"What is the origin of the PSUM's leadership crisis? Does it perchance lie 
in the survival of the original movements and the predominance of one of 
them?" 


"Fundamentally, it is due to the fact that one of the areas of the PSUM's 
construction (that of forming a new leadership group) is in its initial 
phase. All political parties are identified by their programs, their tactics 
and their leadership team. The PSUM has not yet managed to form that typical 
party leadership group. And this must change, not mechanically, but in the 
most natural manner, so that the reputation, the image, will relate not to 
the past but rather to the future." 











In the opinion of Martinez Verdugo, at the Second Congress a "highly signifi- 
cant" step was taken to form a new leadership group that would have no 
relationship with those associated with the founding organizations. 


He recalled: "In the first plan of the Central Committee which emerged from 
the Second Congress, some members of that political organ assumed the posi- 
tion of holding a certain boycott against the political commission and the 
secretariat, the PSUM's permanent organs of an executive nature. They were 
led by Alejandro Gascon. 


The "certain boycott" consisted (according to AMV) of Gascon's refusal to 
join the political commission, and an attempt to have Salvador Castaneda, 
Sabino Hernandez and Manuel Stephens, the four [sic] members of the former 
PPM, do the same thing. Hernandez and Stephens refused to "assume a position 
of the previous group" and joined the political commission. Only Castaneda 
followed Gascon. 


Martinez Verdugo observes in these actions an “unfortunate position" on the 
part of Gascon and Castaneda, and "progress in the inevitable process of 
putting an end to the previous leaderships and disciplines," in the behavior 
of Hernandez and Stephens. 


The Communist ideologue admitted that the original movements survive in the 
PSUM. 


"But they are not only the five organizations which created it. We must 
consider the fact that other forces participated or else joined later, such 
as the Guerrero Vanguard Party, members of the PMT and, recently, former 
members of the PPS [Popular Socialist Party]. But the time that has elapsed 
thus far is insufficient for the movements to have disappeared. They are 
not going to disappear by decree or agreement. Nevertheless, although we 
are not a fully integrated force, we have progressed considerably. The 
greatest progress has occurred among the rank and file. There are places 
where the founding members of the PSUM account for only a third or a half 

of the entire party. The rest are new members." 


Martinez Verdugo finds in the latter the key to progress in the merger 
process. In other words, "to eliminate the burden of the former initials, 
the entry of members from the workers and peasants movement will play a 
basic role. And this will be reflected in the leadership organs." 


"Does the formation of the PSUM leadership organs have a relationship to the 
strength of the various movements comprising this party?" 


"It is difficult to answer accurately. The PSUM forces are no longer the same 
as in 1981. Furthermore, the movements are not unchangeable; they are chang- 
ing. And an exact representation cannot be made in the leadership organs of the 


existing movements.” 
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Nevertheless, Martinez Verdugo claimed that "there is in the PSUM leadership 
an approximate representation of those who comprise its component forces," 
and he remarked: "We do not want the numerical majority, which is often 
mechanical, to predominate, but rather consensus." 


He said that the problems involved in the composition of the leadership organs 
and others will be solved by the rank and file. "We must air them publicly, 
not secretly. For the present, we are not interested in maintaining a leader- 
ship that is upheld without democratic bases." 


He added: "Pablo Gomez was elected by a large majority, in an extremely demo- 
cratic process. But the Central Committee has the right to change a secretary 
general if it wants. We shall debate this question, which of course will not 
weaken us. This is not a concern of the PSUM rank and file. And no one 
should dramatize the fact that there is an objection to Gomez, because this 
practice is inherent in the PSUM." 


"In your opinion, has Pablo Gomez retained the power of convocation and the 
confidence of the Central Committee since the debates at the recent plenary 
sessions?" 


"I am convinced of this. In the PSUM, the leaders are not untouchable or 
infallible. We can remove or criticize them. That is a habit in the PSUM. 
And that does not deprive the leaders of authority nor a hearing, because 

we don't appoint leaders in the PRI [Institutional Revolutionary Party] 
fashion. In the PSUM, there are no autocrats; there are coordinators, subject 
to criticism; and, furthermore, they are one among several. Up until now, 
Pablo Gomez has kept the confidence of the majority on the Central Committee. 
Something else: I don't think that this debate will harm the PSUM; it will 
strengthen it." 


"Is the concern of a movement that it is not sufficiently represented in the 
leadership organs warranted?" 


"It is warranted. That is why the political commission proposed that Gascon's 
associates be included on the political commission. Their contribution to 
this party executive organ is needed. And if there are imbalances in the 
leadership system, we want to correct them. This issue will not be a cause 
for division in the PSUM, nor do I think that it is intended to be such." 


"Other problems cropped up in the Central Committee debates on which I would 
like your opinion. Is there corruption in the PSUM?" 


"An element of corruption has manifested itself. It lies in the conduct of 
some deputies who have violated the statutes, who maintain that the per diem 
allowances should be controlled by the party, and the latter would set the 
pertinent salary for the legislators. The PSUM will decide how to manage 

the funds coming from the councils of deputies. The PSUM has used convincing 
and persuasion with the deputies who have violated this statutory regulation, 
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based on the fact that it is a custom in the country that holding public 
office is useful for acquiring wealth, influence and power. But the party 
also wants to make it clear that it is not one that will tolerate such 
practices. Those who commit acts contrary to what has been stipulated by 
the PSUM are specific individuals. The party's rank and file and the public 
should know this. These deputies must choose between their membership and 
their personal interests." 


"One final question: Under the present circumstances, has any desire for 
power appeared on the part of any movement, group or individual in the PSUM?" 


"I would not dare to judge the different positions that have been expressed. 
But if we are realistic about the area of political forces, this element 
exists. No one is banned from holding leadership positions. But it would 
be reprehensible if someone were to lead a party to attempted splits over 
questions of power." 


Very Fundamental Debate: Cordera 


Deputy Rolando Cordera, chief of the PSUM's congressional faction and co- 
author of high-level economic texts with Carlos Tello, with whom he has also 
collaborated in the federal public administration, warned that "it would be 
a serious mistake to consider as an anomaly the fact that the PSUM's merger 
process has not yet concluded." 


But he claimed that it is important to recognize that (in devising work 
programs and carrying out political relations) many members of the PSUM 
maintain as a reference the leadership groups and individuals who founded 
this party in 1981. 


The internal contradictions and differences (he said) must be settled taking 
into account the fact that the movements exist, “not to yield to their 
existence, but rather to find the solution to the differences," he claimed. 


In the present situation, the PSUM needs an "additional amount" of under- 
standing, patience and tolerance which, although it may seem to be a "catalog 
of religious virtues," is always essential in politics. "And it is precious 
in the PSUM at present." 


Cordera Campos said that the existence (or survival) of movements has given 
rise to specific group and individual interests, but this phenomenon "is part 
of the existence of any organization, even in magazines and newspapers. That 
should not scare us." 


According to the coauthor of "The Dispute Over the Nation," there is no crisis 
Al 


in the PSUM. In his opinion, the point is that the PSUM is experiencing "a 
natural period in its political development." 
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On the other hand, what does concern him is the fact that the debate in that 
party is still "very elementary." The discussion (he added) requires two 
things: greater political preparation and a more extensive participation by 
the party's rank and file. "There should not be only top-level debates. This 
is what the PSUM needs," he remarked. 


Based on Cordera's description, the "situation of the movements" currently 
comprising the PSUM is made up as follows: One consists primarily of former 
members of the defunct Mexican Communist Party, but also includes others 
who were not members of that organization; another is comprised mainly of 
former members of the old Mexican People's Party, but not exclusively of 
them. 


“And has MAP (Popular Action Movement) already disappeared?" 


"We are still a minority. We have attempted to maintain our presence in 
making political and ideological proposals. We don't want to be a former 
MAP, but rather a movement; but to accomplish this we must prove that we 
can devise a sound, consistent proposal for the party and for the country 
in the present situation. And that is a common requirement for all the 
movements. In this way, they will demonstrate that they have life. It is 
a challenge for all of them." 


Like Martinez Verdugo, Rolando Cordera admitted that the movement headed by 
Alejandro Gascon "is insufficiently represented" in the leadership organs of 
the Unified Socialist Party of Mexico. But he was confident that the entities 
decided upon by the PSUM Central Committee to solve this problem will have 
good results. 


Cordera learned at least these lessons from the experience of nearly 3 years 
of the PSUM's existence: To form a consistent, permanent party is very diffi- 
cult and requires a great deal of patience. But these 3 years have also left 
another lesson: The PSUM must not become lost in the internal struggle and 
must accept the need to convert itself into a national design "with a view 
toward the country." 


In all this time (he added), there has been a strengthening of the conviction 
that the unity of the largest number of advocates of democracy and socialism 
is essential. 


The Socialist legislator claimed that, thus far, the internal discussion has 
not distracted the PSUM from the social struggle, but he admitted that "the 
danger exists." Cordera is equally convinced of something else: the fact 

that the debate should not be eliminated under any circumstances or pretext. 


But it would be "a ridiculous, negative and counterproductive debate" if it 
related only to the formation of the power groups. 


With regard to corruption, a phenomenon that came up in the discussions of 
the Central Committee's Sixth Plenary Session (ASI ES, 117), Cordera Campos 
commented: 








"Insofar as I know, there are no types of corruption in the PSUM. It is 
slanderous to talk about that in the PSUM." 


"Has the PSUM made contributions to the country's political practices?" 


"It would be overly pretentious to say that the PSUM has contributed models of 
political behavior. The fact that the funds are managed well in a political 
organization is fundamental. It is not fitting for anyone to boast about that. 
But, furthermore, the goal of the PSUM is not to set examples but rather to 
contribute to the extensive, effective organization of the workers. We in 
the PSUM do not propose to create influential people. It is not a party of 
influential people; it is a party of common, ordinary men and women. And 
that is a good thing." 
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MEXICO 


PSUM DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS, RESIGNATIONS; PRI CANDIDATES 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 28 Aug 84 pp 4-A, 18-A, 19-A, 20-A 
[From "Political Fronts" column by Guillermo C. Zetina] 


[Text] The PSUM [Unified Socialist Party of Mexico] has removed from their 
positions the five deputies who refused to turn over the amount of their 
"per diem'’ to the Central Committee. In a protest over that decision, 25 
percent of the members of the political commission resigned from their posts. 
The five deputies owe PSUM nearly 11 million pesos. 


Rolando Cordera Campos, coordinator of PSUM, said that the members of the 
organizing conference violated several articles of the party's statutes by 
dropping from its congressional group the five legislators who have not 
turned over "per diem." 


He gave a reminder that it is a regulation of PSUM that deputies must turn over 
their "per diem" to the party, remarking that convincing would be used as a 
means of finding the solution and reinforcing the unity among PSUM members. 


Those who have not turned over their "per diem" (of nearly 300,000 pesos that 
they earn monthly) are Deputies Edmundo Jardon, Florentino Jaimes, Pedro 
Bonilla, Daniel Sanchez and Raul Rea Carvajal. In all, they "owe" almost 11 
million pesos. 


The legislators' failure to comply began slightly over a year ago. 


The leaders who submitted their resignations to the Central Committee, besides 
Rolando Cordera Campos, are Arturo Whaley, Pablo Pascal and Adolfo Sanchez 
Rebolledo, who claim that the organizing conference lacks the authority to 
remove, suspend or expel any of its members; and that, by removing the five 
deputies, it violated several articles of the PSUM statutes. 


In view of this, the members of the political commission submitted their resig- 
nations, which will have to be studied by the Central Committee, as our comrade, 


Roberto Villarreal, reports. 


Rolando Cordera Campos explained that, despite this, there is no division within 
the PSUM, and that this situation represents only an isolated case. 
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86 Deputy Candidates in the State of Mexico 


Last night, the PRI's [Institutional Revolutionary Party] State Steering 
Committee released the list of candidates for deputy in the state of Mexico, 
who will participate in the coming elections in the state, seeking the repre- 
sentation in the 34 districts that comprise the state. 


The candidates are: 


In District I, of Toluca, the slate is comprised of: Laura Pavon Jaramillo, 
Pedro Armando Gomez Nunes and Gabriel Escobar Ezeta. 


For District II, in Toluca, they are: Armando Garduno Perez, Alfredo Zarza 
Villegas, Gustavo Belmonte Rodriguez, Gerardo Sanchez y Sanchez, Octavio 
Chavez Gomez, Rodrigo Ramirez Gonzalez and Carlos Castaneda Hernandez. 


Participating in District III, in Temoaya, are: Manuel Tellez Arce, Candido 
Mendez Tolentino and Olga Delgado Pena. 


District IV will be represented, in Lerma, by: Luis Antonio Gonzalez Duran, 
Armando Neyra Chavez and Sergio Moreno Romero. 


The slate in District V, in Tenango del Valle, is made up of: Baltasar Tarango 
Velazquez and Cecilia Rodriguez. 


For District VII, in Tenancingo, they are: Leopoldo Carrillo and Arturo Perez 
Sanchez. 


In District VIII, in Sultepec, they are: Javier Hernandez Tapia, Isidro Munoz 
Rivera, Habacuc Castaneda Castaneda, Hilario Salazar Cruz and Victor Lopez 
Alpizar. 


For District X, in Valle de Bravo, they are: Oseas Luvianos, Ignacio Aguilar 
Perez, Rafael Servin Orozco, Miguel Angel Herrerias, Maria Elena Prado and 
Oscar Espinosa Villarreal. 


In District XIV, of Jilotepec, they are: Maria Guadalupe Martinez Sanchez, 
Rodolfo Rueda Enriquez, Maria Martinez Rivera, Regina Reyes Retana and Sara 
Estela Velazquez Sanchez. 


In District XV, in Ixtlahuaca, they are: Gustavo Cardenas Monroy, Florentino 
Rebollo Vazquez, Arturo Angeles Vargas and Luz Maria Guadalupe Quintanar. 


In District VI, in Atizapan de Zaragoza, they are: Maria Teresa Mercado Hernan- 
dez, Fidel Chavez Guzman and Humberto Carreon Arias. 


For District XVII, of Huixquilucan, they are: Abel Huitron Rosette, Javier 
Calvillo Ramos, Fernandez Garcia Gutierrez and Antonio Huitron Vera. 
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In District VII, of Tlalnepantla, they are: Guillermo Quintanilla, Carlos 
Vionery Ruiz and Federico Hernandez Garcia. 


In District XX, of Zumpango, they are: Fernando Garcia Cuevas and Amador 
Monroy Estrada. 


In District XXI, of Ecatepec, they are: Javier Gaeta Vazquez, Francisco Rico 
Martinez and Jose Luis Padilla Ortega. 


In District XXV, of Nezahualcoyotl, they are: Jose Luis Salcedo Solis and 
Eugenio Rosales. 


For District XXVI, in Nezahualcoyotl, they are: Emigdio Guevara Romero, Mauro 
Lopez Moreno and Manuel Vazquez. 


In District XXVII, of Chalco, they are: Hector Jimenez, Salvador Garcia Rayon 
and Ignacio Ruiz Diaz. 


For District XXVIII, in Amedameca, they are: Daniel Reyes Valencia and Gabriel 
Ramos Millan. 


In District XXIX, in Naucalpan, they are: Raul Ruiz Orozco, Jorge Cejudo Diaz, 
Francisco Meixueiro Soto and Guadalupe Ponce Torres. 


In District XXX, in Naucalpan, they are: Juan Antonio Moreno Garcia, Emilio 
Baldit Picazo and Irma Fernandez de Faustch. 


For District XXXII, in Nezahualcoyotl, they are: Juan Gerardo Viscaino Covian, 
Eduardo Tapia Vega, Ruben Morea Vega, Miguel Perez Guadarrama, Florentino 
Franco Fonseca, Enrique Gomez Esquivel, Jose Salinas Navarro and Manuel Quezad< 
Romero. 


os 


In District XXXIII, of Ecatepec, they are: Mario Nava Miranda, Anastasio Ochoa 
Rivas and Alfonso Escobar Monroy. 


For District XXXIV, of Iztapan de la Sal, they are: Benjamin Arizmendi Estrada, 
Aurelio Nava Gonzalez and Arturo Estrada Rodriguez. 
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MEXICO 


RULING PARTY HOLDS 12TH NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 23-25 AUGUST 
Address by Lugo Verduzco 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 24 Aug 84 pp 1-A, 19-A, 20-A, 21-A 


[Text] Mexico will not return to 19th century political systems, declared 
Adolfo Lugo Verduzco who, having been confirmed as president of the PRI 
[Institutional Revolutionary Party], demanded that the country be saved from 
parties with a sell-out orientation. He claimed that a new party is not 
being sought, but rather a better one, announcing "strict penalties" for PRI 
members who fail to exercise republican ethics and the principles of the 
revolution. 


The PRI (according to Lugo) called upon the state to curb the flight of capital 
and to restructure the foreign debt, paying the service on it with a percentage 
of the revenue resulting from exports of goods and services. 


The PRI's 12th National Assembly was a political summit meeting, attended by 
governors, former presidents of the party, leaders, senators, deputies and 
mayors. Applause for Fidel Velazquez shook the National Auditorium, attesting 
to the supremacy of the labor group in the party. 


The PRI leader, describing his party's theory in the international economic 

and financial area, set a goal, putting the PRI in the vanguard of the nation's 
demands because, Lugo maintained, the solution to our problems lies here, in 
Mexico, "and it is the sole responsibility of Mexicans, without outside inter- 
ference of any kind"; something which he underscored further still, calling 

for the consolidation of a just, free nation without any dependence on foreign 
countries. 


Lugo cautioned: "Only through democratic election will it be possible to attain 
party leadership posts," and stated that party discipline must be "a result 
inseparable from the PRI's intensification of democracy." 


Slightly over 8,000 PRI members arriving from all the states and the Federal 
District completely filled the National Auditorium, where Lugo Verduzco was 
confirmed as president of the national executive committee and Deputy Irma 
Cue de Duarte was elected the new secretary general, replacing Francisco 
Luna Kan. 
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Senator Miguel Gonzalez Avelar, vice president of the 12th Assembly and 
Senate leader, swore in both of them at the high point of the party function, 
amid applause. 


Opening his remarks on the platform, Lugo Verduzco pointed out that, "The party 
has always managed to renew itself so as to ensure the full exercise of nation- 
al sovereignty, the peaceful turnover of the institutional command on al] 
government levels and the revolutionary transformation of the country's struc- 
tures, in a lengthy, constructive, historical process marked by political 
stability and social peace." 


Then he reiterated his conviction that "The revolutionary power will 
continue to be rooted in the people's sovereign will. Over and over again 
we shall consecutively defeat those advocating a sell-out and Mexico's 
enemies." 


He called for consolidation of the country as a free, just nation, without any 
kind of dependence on foreign countries, capable of contributing greatly to 
the establishment of an international order based upon peaceful coexistence, 
cooperation in the just development of peoples and respect for the right of 
every nation to find and pursue its own path. 


The PRI's 12th Assembly began at 0930 hours, as scheduled. An hour and a half 
earlier the delegates began arriving to take their seats in the building. 
Outside, bands took turns creating a joyous atmosphere. There were slightly 
over 600 persons in the presiding body. Adolfo Lugo Verduzco invited Deputy 
Humberto Lugo Gil, leader of the lower chamber and political action secretary 
of PRI's CEN [National Executive Committee], to assume his position and declare 
the work of the 12th Assembly started. 


A few minutes earlier, the moderator Pedro Ferriz had requested those present 
to greet Lugo Verduzco and Deputy Irma Cue de Duarte with applause. Once the 
work had begun, the speakers from the three sectors filed along the platform 

to make the motion to confirm the president and to elect the secretary general 
of the CEN; beginning with Efrain Zuniga Galeana, representing the CNC {[Nation- 
al Peasant Confederation]; Jose Ramirez Gamero, representing the CTM [Confede- 
ration of Mexican Workers]; and Guillermo Fonseca Alvarez, representing the 
CNOP [National Confederation of Popular Organizations]. 


Next, Deputy Dulce Maria Sauri Riancho brought it to a close, representing the 
state managing committees, commenting, with regard to Irma Cue, that she is 

"a woman, yes; but a capable woman and a woman who has managed to demonstrate 
that capacity and that dedication in all the areas in which she has collabo- 
rated.'"' There was a lengthy ovation for the new PRI leader. 


Different levels of the country's political activity were represented on the 
platform. First, there was the figure with the black glasses, Fidel Velazquez, 
surviving all storms; Gen Alfonso Corona del Rosal, who also skipped over seve- 
ral 6-year terms; Prof Olivares Santana and his follower, Ambassador Augusto 
Gomez Villanueva; Javier Garcia Paniagua, and the new arrivals in these 
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presiding bodies, such as Genaro Borrego, Arturo Nunez Jimenez and Juan 
Saldana Rossel, the PRI's new blood. 


And Lugo Verduzco, on the platform, called for a restatement of the foreign 
debt on a worldwide scale, based on negotiations between creditors and debtors, 
noting that, in this connection, the PRI would have to strive for the restruc- 
turing of Mexico's foreign debt with the establishment of a ceiling for the 
payment of interest and principal, represented as a percentage of the income 
derived from exports of goods and services. 


Honor and Justice Committee 


He also announced the establishment of an Honor and Justice Committee, to 


impose penalties on those who show opposition to revolutionary principles, 

but he explained that he realized "that there are many more Mexicans who keep 
their commitment than there are failing to do so." He said that moral renewal 
was not merely banning and penalizing improper conduct, but also "publicly 
honoring those who are exemplary in the fulfillment of social responsibilities. 
With regard to the internal selection of candidates, the PRI naticnal leader 
remarked that the election would take place within the party, "giving recogni- 
tion for representative status, integrity, roots among the people, ability and 


" 


revolutionary consciousness," noting that the procedures must reflect the 


members’ real desires. 


Lugo Verduzco stressed the intention to attach value again to the original 
meaning of the member's authentic participation, so that there will be respect 
for the accomplishment of a genuine party career, "which is essential for 


expanding the democratic channels in our political organization." 


He considered it a critical task for the assembly to find new and better ways 
for women to participate in the party on the national, district and municipal 


levels, and he voiced his recognition for the members of ANFER |National 
Women's Revolutionary Association] who, "with a proven party dedication and 
political sensitivity, have striven during the past decade to make a strong 


defense of women possible." 


As for the MNJR [National Movement of Revolutionary Youth], the national 
leader claimed that the youth are demanding on all levels more democratic 
procedures for the election of their leaders, maintaining that the party 
should train its youth cadres better, "and see to it that the generational 
mix that we propose becomes an increasingly effective practice." 


The secretary general, Irma Cue, began performing her duties by reading the 
list of study commissions established yesterday as well, which will be working 
all day today. The Commission for Study and Decision on the Statement of 
Principles is chaired by the CNC leader, Mario Hernandez Posadas, and wil] 
meet in the CNC council room. 
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The Commission for Study and Decision on the Action Program is chaired by Blas 
Chumacero Sanchez, and it will convene in the CTM council roon. The Commission 
for Study and Decision on the Statutes is chaired by the CNOP leader, Deputy 
Enrique Fernandez Martinez, and its members will meet in the confederation's 
board room. 


The Commission for Study and Analysis of the People's Demands is chaired by 
Humberto Lugo Gil, and its members will meet in the FSTSE [Trade Unions Federa- 
tion of Government Workers] plenary room. 


The Commission for Study and Analysis of Major National Issues is chaired by 
Miguel Gonzalez Avelar, leader of the Senate, and it will convene in the 
Revolution Room, in building one of the PRI's National Executive Committee. 


Business Sector Proposal Rejected 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 24 Aug 84 pp 1-A, 9-A 


[Text] Yesterday, the secretary general of the PRI, Irma Cue de Duarte, Alfonso 
Corona del Rosal and Gustavo Carvajal, former leaders of this party's CEN, and 
the governor of Baja Califonria Norte, Xicotencatl Leyva, rejected the possibi- 
lity of the formation of a fourth sector (the business sector) in this politi- 
cal organization. Nevertheless, they agreed that members of private enter- 
rise, individually, could join the Institutional Revolutionary Party "provided 
they accept our statement of principles and abide by the statutes. Otherwise, 
there is no place for them." 


The president of the Institutional Revolutionary Party, Adolfo Lugo Verduzco 
("I didn't know about my reelection, it surprised me"), in an interview at 

the end of the opening ceremony for this political organization's 12th National 
Assembly, stated that, since the Mexican revolution, "our party and the 
government have been two areas with different responsibilities." And he 
claimed that the PRI would by no means give up the principles of the armed 
movement of 1910. 


The governor of Sonora, Samuel Ocana Garcia, with an ironic smile and a little 
slap of the hand to the reporter, refused to discuss the possibility of members 
of the private sector joining the PRI. The former PRI leader, Alfonso Corona 
del Rosal, remarked that this political organization "will not become separated 
from the governments that we have brought to power. We shall not turn ourselves 
into a PSUM [Unified Socialist Party of Mexico] or a PAN [National Action 

Party] to run counter to the established governmental structures." 


The veteran politician declared: "And if anyone thinks that the Institutional 
Revolutionary Party is reneging on the people whom it has brought to power, 
even thought they may have sometimes made mistakes, he is wrong; because then 
we would be a different party." 


Corona del Rosal said: "We are not embarrassed to say that the president of 


Mexico is the party's supreme leader, because he came out of the PRI and we 
brought him to where he is." 
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And he emphasized: "We are not ashamed of that; nor do I think that it will 
ever be proposed that we dissociate ourselves from the government or disregard 
the government that we have formed." 


The former PRI leader observed: "I don't think that the Institutional Revolu- 
tionary Party would gain strength if that should ever happen, either. It would 
cease to be the PRI." 


The newly arrived governor of Guanajuato, Agustin Tellez Cruces, was another 
State governor who declined to make any comment on whether business owners 
could join the ranks of the party in power. He would only say that he agreed 
with what Senator Adolfo Lugo Verduzco had stated. 


We Are Not An Official Party: Velazquez 


The secretary general of the Confederation of Mexican Workers, Fidel Velazquez, 
denied that the PRI was an official party. The labor leader stressed: "It is 
a party in the government, which is something quite different." 


He also noted that the PRI-government or governmen*-PRI relationship, which is 
definitely not a pair tied together, is simple: The matter of our party's 
being fully identified with the government leaders is due to the fact that the 
government was formed by the PRI. He mentioned the position of the clergy to 
the effect that the government-PRI or PRI-government relationship should be 
broken off. 


The leader of the Chamber of Deputies' Major Commission, Humberto Lugo Gil, 
said that the PRI would continue to be a parliamentary majority and a majority 
within the executive branch so long as the people want it to. He added that 
this party represents the majority and heads our system "because it is the 
best option for the people of Mexico." 


He explained that the party is in the government because "our political organi- 
zation represents the majority in the executive branch and in the legislative 
branch," 


The governor of Nuevo Leon, Alfonso Martinez Dominguez, mentioned that it would 
be up to the National Assembly to decide whether changes in the party are 
essential. 

Comments From Irma Cue 

A few moments after having been elected secretary general of the Institutional 
Revolutionary Party, Irma Cue de Duarte was interviewed regarding the possibi- 


lity of business owners’ joining the PRI, in response to which she emphasized: 


"Those who accept our statement of principles and abide by the statutes are 
welcome in our party; they are welcome as individual citizens." 


She claimed: "It is not a matter of business owners' associations or groups 
joining the PRI"; stressing that, "No group with interests opposed to those 
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of the Institutional Revolutionary Party, for which the PRI is striving and 
for which our party will continue forging ahead, will be accepted." 


With regard to the official nature of the PRI, Irma Cue de Duarte commented: 
"Those of us who belong to the PRI know that we are a party in power, and this 
holds true not only in Mexico, but also anywherein the world. In any other 
country there is a party that is in power." 


She said that, as a party, PRI has devised a program for action. This program 
is stated by a candidate, "a candidate assuming office in the executive branch 
on any of its levels, a candidate who commits himself, because it is the 
party's program. The same thing holds true of the candidates holding posi- 
tions in the legislative branch." 

So, remarked the PRI's secretary general, "When one reaches the government, 
when one reaches the legislatures, when one reaches Congress, it is the time 
for fulfilling the PRI's programs. Therefore, I see no reason for claiming 
that we are dissociating ourselves from the government. That claim is unjusti- 
fied and groundless." 


Just then Hector Hugo Olivares Ventura arrived to congratulate her on her new 
position in the PRI, and he told her: "Now you see, I told you, destiny always 
unites us." Alejandro Carrillo Marcor, the former governor of Sonora, also 
embraced her. She thanked him and her eyes were filled with tears. 


Gustavo Carvajal Moreno, who was PRI leader for a time during Lopez Portillo's 
6-year term, explained that the PRI's documents and guidelines are "very clear, 
and so is the history of our party." And he added that business owners could 
join this political organization individually, to be sure, if they agree with 
the Institutional Revolutionary Party's ideology. 

"But as a sector they do not belong in the PRI," he noted, pointing out that 
this was not a rejection, "because the ideology of the party itself and the 
way in which it has worked with the three sectors (peasant, worker and popular) 
does not give a place to the business owners as a sector." 


Carvajal Moreno also declared that the PRI is a political party like the 
Communist Party that they have in the Soviet Union, where they do not have more 
than one option, but that here in Mexico there are several options. 


And he stated that, "The PRI-government or government-PRI identification is the 
identification of the Mexican revolution, of the path that our country is 
pursuing." 


And the governor of Baja California Norte, Xicotencatl Leyva Mortera, commented: 
"The PRI's doors have always been open to all who are committed to its platform 
of principles, its program of action and its revolutionary principles. Hence, 
independent of this, in an individual manner, any person who shares its ideolo- 
gy may join the Institutional Revolutionary Party." 
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Comments on Cue Appointment 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 24 Aug 84 pp 1-A, 15-A 


[Text] The arrival of Deputy Irma Cue de Duarte at the second most important 
position in the PRI's CEN ("the woman is qualified to rise to highly important 
posts, including the presidency of the republic") released the tension that 

had, months earlier, preceded the 12th National Assembly of the tricolor party, 
in view of which the disappearance of ANFER had seemed imminent, and with it the 
limitation on women in politics. 


With emotion, tne deputy from Cosamaloapan, Veracruz, who began appearing 
prominently upon questioning the First Presidential Report, in her first 
Siatements said that she would manage to keep her commitment, that she would 
not fail and that there are no sexes in politics, but opportunities for every- 
one. 


The Veracruz legislator who arrived to replace the former Yucatan governor, 
Francisco Luna Kan ("I complied with my party, I am satisfied") was the 
surprise at this 12th PRI National Assembly which, for the first time in its 
45 years of holding power, selected a woman for the second most important post 
on the national board of directors. 


After having been elected at the assembly, she remarked: "With this appointment, 
my commitment is the one that all PRI members, men and woman, have to our party 
and to the country: to serve with the maximum amount of their effort and capacity. 
I realize that in the past many women, like progressive men, struggled within 

our party to gain greater political space." 


Considered previously for governor of Veracruz, Mrs Cue de Duarte noted that 

it was a great distinction and a great honor, but particularly a major respon- 
sibility to attain such a position and, at the same time, a major commitment to 
all women. "I shall not disappoint them, and we shall continue striving to 
gain greater political space. We have ability; otherwise, they would not have 
elected me." 


Besieged by the PRI members gathered for the National Assembly in the Chapulte- 
pec Forest auditorium, Deputy Cue de Duarte was the major attraction. Among 

the PRI's women's sector there was jubilation and congratulations, because they 
have a female governor, Griselda Alvarez, in Colima; and women in the Senate 

and the Chamber of Deputies. And now, for the first time in 45 years of holding 
power, the PRI has elected a woman to the second most important post on its 
National Executive Committee. 


The new PRI secretary general, surrounded by her colleagues with legislative 
posts, her fellow countrymen from Vera Cruz, who were happy, and hundreds of 
people who were shoving in an attempt to congratulate the leader, commented: 
"There is sexual equality in the legal area, but we have to fight so that 

there will be no exclusion of any group, or any sector; so that there will be no 
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more excluded people, either workers, peasants or popular sectors. It will 
be our constant task to strive to put an end to the exclusion." 


She Is Confident of Doing a Good Job 


Deputy Cue de Duarte said that she had experience in public service and has 
effectively performed all the tasks assigned to her; and hence she is fully 
confident of doing a good job. She observed: "My rise to the position of PRI 
secretary general is the best proof that, under the present regime, opportuni- 
ties are open for women to be able to participate in politics." She said: 
"Now, President Miguel de la Madrid wants to expand the political space for 
women. Public office is not prohibited for women." 


In her opinion, politics in Mexico does not have macho features. "Politics 
has no sex. Politics is an activity for all human beings, for all citizens 
concerned over our country's destiny, for those who are striving to gain a 
better future for us and our children." 


With regard to her legislative activity, she said that she serves on several 
commissions, keeps in constant contact with her constituents and is satisifed 
at having been the one to question the first government report of President 
Miguel de la Madrid, “because it is one of the most important activities that 
a deputy can engage in, and it is everyone's supreme ambition to have an 
opportunity to do so." 





The legisiator remarked that all her effort, her ability and her experience will 
be in the service of her party, which will emerge strong and renewed from this 
assembly, "because all of us had an opportunity to express ourselves and to 
voice all our concerns." 


Added to the women's joy at the non-abolishment of ANFER were new hopes on 
the part of the legislator's "closest associates" and "closest friends"; 
because they feel that as a result of this there will be an increase in the 
chances for a larger number of women engaged in party work to participate in 
politics. 


Deputy Maria Encarnacion Paz Mendez, leader of ANFER, said that Deputy Cue de 
Duarte has performed brilliany political work in the PRI as a legislator and 
as a person; her human and political qualities are indisputable and this was 
acknowledged by the fact that the party's rank and file nominated her for that 
highly responsible position. 


The PRI leader from Nayarit, Lilia Mora Rodriguez, in turn, pointed out that 
in her state "the reaction was very favorable when Irma Cue de Duarte's 
appointment was learned, because they are familiar with her career and know 
that she is a woman with skill and enormous qualities for performing her job." 
Dr Mora noted that this goes to show that in politics the opportunities are 
not just for men, but rather for men and women with a calling for service 

and social feelings. 
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Generally speaking, there was joy not only among the women, but also among 
young and old politicians, because "with the election of Irma Cue the possi- 
bilities of greater participation in politics are opened up." Adolfo Lugo 
Verduzco, national leader of the PRI, commented: "They have never been rele- 
gated; they have always been included in various levels of the party." 


Cue Interviewed 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 25 Aug 84 pp 1-A, 10-A 


[Text] "This time of crisis demands decision; either there is retrogression 

or there is progress. And the Institutional Revolutionary Party will progress. 
Withcut changing its revolutiona:y ideology, it will adjust its organization. 
It will change its statutes and program of action in keeping with the social 
phenomena. The fact that a woman (declared Irma Cue de Duarte) has attained 
the position of secretary generai of the PRI is not a concession: it is a 
recognition of women. I shall not be a decorative element; I shall fight 

for the expansion of their political space. My long-standing friendship with 
President Miguel de la Madrid (whom I respect and admire) has not brought 

about my political career. [I ama party woman. 


"I am well aware of the failings of the PRI. At times (Irma Cue de Duarte 
enumerated), we have not managed to decide on the appropr‘ate candidate. 
Sometimes we have centralized decisions. On other occasions we have not 
sufficiently backed our local committees. And we have allowed our candi- 
dates, when they have come to power, to neglect their responsibility toward 
the PRI; and they are obligated to comply fully with its program. Yes, there 
has been a lack of watchfulness and also of encouragement for the men whom 
the PRI has brought to power." 


The reporter asked: "Are the women of Mexico organized to participate in 
politics?" 


"Those who wish to participate are," she replied. The thing is that the PRI 
doesn't send out printed invitations for them to come and participate. It 
Supports and stimulates only those who by their work demonstrate their political 
vocation." 


She admitted: "The fact is that Mexican women have had political rights for only 
30 years. And they are burdened by the hundreds of years when they were 
lacking. Women must take their place; they must start expressing themselves. 
That is their task." 


She was trying out her office, starting to identify buzzers and telephones and 
"the system." She was striving not to smuke. "I lost the habit when I conceiv- 
ed my first child"; and she was considering the days ahead: "I shall be eating 
away from home again." 


Irma Cue explained: "A political career involves giving up comforts, in exchange 
for constant hard work. It doesn't mean abandoning the family no; at the most, 
social life. But a woman must lend quality to her relations." 


"I am convinced that the vast majority of women who achieve do so only on their 
merits. And my experience has taught me that to attain equal opportunities, 
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equal ability must be required. A progressive politician never selects his 
collaborators on the basis of their sex; but rather for their talent, their 
ability and the loyalty that they show." 


The reporter asked: “Does Mexican society understand female politicians?" 


She intertwined her slender fingers, lowered her eyelids and carried on an 
internal monologue. Shakes of her head approved and rejected. This lasted 
for a minute. 


"I believe that male politicians understand their equals. It may be difficult 
to understand the political activity of women outside of the groups. The 
problem is essentially educational. Mothers should educate their sons and 
daughters with the same quality, and prepare them for making free decisions: 
neither the short course nor the taboo; much less the refusal 'because you 
are awoman.' It is regrettable, but in certain areas of our society this is 
the situation." 


She grew up among men, and "tussled" with them. As a result of generations, 
as she describes it, she had the very same requirements placed upon her that 
her brothers did. "You will attend the university; we don't want stupid women 
in this house," her parents told her. "I did not experience any distinctions, 
and their existence did not enter my mind." 


The reporter inquired: "Do Mexicans have a fair view of their politicians?" 


Irma Cue remarked: "To me, politics is service. Some politicians may not have 
given that image, and the figure is distorted for some Mexicans. So, for those 
groups and for the new citizens, what is important now is for those of us engag- 
ed in politics to be able to set an example, with deeds, in the task of serving." 
She was asked: "Are the current women in politics hurt by what was done by 
women who held public offices in the very recent past. I am talking about.... 


"I already know whom you are talking about," attacked Irma Cue, and again 


considered her answer for a long time. 
"Is it important for me to answer that question?" 
"Yes, it is important," replied the reporter. "But if you don't want to.... 


Irma Cue said: "In all groups it is possible that some member may not keep his 
commitment. But people should not be judged with the same yardstick. The 
mistake of one should not be blamed on everyone. In the end, the mistake is 
not the gage." 


A deputy from Cosamaloapan, Veracruz, brought up in Tierra Blanca: "There, 
everything is green. Papaloapan, the sugar mills, San Cristobal, San Gabriel, 
Tres Valles;an abundant green, the land is so fruitful," recalls Irma Cue de 
Duarte. 
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"I joined the PRI in 1967. Dr Lauro Ortega was heading it. And later I was 
in the Federation of Popular Organizations, and in the Federal District PRI. 
Subsequently, I was with Humberto Lugo Gil and Alejandro Carrillo Castro 

in the LEPES [Institute of Political, Economic and Social Studies], when he 

was assistant director. And I was secretary of popular consultation in the 

CNOP with Enrique Fernandez Martinez. That was my career." 


"Is ANFER really operating?" 


"Of course it is! I think that we must intensify our campaign to accept new 
members. I want women to participate more; but those interested must come. 
Those who are already there must progress. And there must be more political 
space for women." 


"Is it still insufficient?" 


"Yes and no," she replied. "ifeager in comparison with the total population; 
not so small if one knows the number of those participating." 


Irma Cue, holder of a law degree, added: 


"Women's participation in politics is increasing gradually and progressively. 
Today, there are more women deputies, senators and officials. The PRI has 
given women their place. 


"To deal with the failings that I described previously, there will be the 
Honor and Justice Committee to penalize non-fulfillment of commitments and to 
reward those who distinguish themselves by their merits. The action of every 
PRI member will be known down to the last detail. This is the purpose of the 
moral renewal: to preclude positions which clash with our ideology." 


Party President Attacks 'Caciquismo' 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 25 Aug 84 pp 1-A, 15-A 


[Text] Yesterday, the president of the PRI, Adolfo Lugo Verduzco, declared: 
""Caciquismo' is a phenomenon that is striking at the very foundations of 

the Institutional Revolutionary Party." The leader of the Chamber of Senators' 
Major Commission, Miguel Gonzalez Avelar, in turn, admitted that there is no 
doubt that backward methods of exercising political authority still persist in 
Mexico. These methods frequently date back te colonial times. 


Both politicians agreed with the governor of Oaxaca, Pedro Vasquez Colmenares, 
and the governor of San Luis Potosi, Carios Jonguitud Barrios, on the fact 
that the 12th National Assembly was the starting point for a real, formal 
commitment to directly attack "caciquismo,'' which they explained as a problem 
hampering the country's democratic existence. 


Lugo Verduzco stressed that, at this national meeting of the party in power, 
"a real, formal commitment has been made to put an end to 'caciquismo' in 
Mexico." 








"This is a clearcut line of our party. Our political organization has decided 
to battle against this phenomeron which is in opposition to Mexico's democratic 
existence. The PRI has made this decision, and will endorse it at this 
assembly." 


Lugo Verduzco declared: “Because of the pressure on the rank and file, 'caci- 
quismo' is a phenomenon that is besetting the very foundation of our party, 
and therefore the Institutional Revolutionary Party wants to put an end to 
this problem." 


In commenting on the same topic, the leader of the Major Commission of the 
Chamber of Senators, Miguel Gonzalez Avelar, remarked: "At this assembly, our 
party has made a commitment to combat all the backward methods of political 
control and domination, including 'caciquismo.''' He said that this is being 
experienced in the rural zones. 


He stressed the fact that, in the program of action "that we must approve at 
the plenary assembly, there is an express statement binding the PRI forces to 
eliminate these methods of political control which we must overcome for the 
good of the party." 


The legislator said: "There is no doubt that these are backward methods of 
exercising political authority in a community. To some extent, they are 
explained by our very historical development. They are systems which frequent- 
ly date back to colonial times and even earlier, which can only be eliminated 
for once and for all as the country achieves mutual communication and moderni- 
zation." 


It is not enough to make isolated decisions, for the purpose of freeing a 
community from this "plague," but that community must be totally developed, 
with intercommunication, embarking upon a market process; it must have 
schools and systems for overt political participation. In short, it must 
enter Mexico's overall progress so as to rid itself of this problem. 


In conclusion, Gonzalez Avelar emphasized: 


"The PRI has never backed ‘caciquismo.' It realizes that it exists in certain 
regions; it has been explained. But at this particular assembly, the commit- 
ment to eliminate this problem is firm and definitive." 


The governor of Oaxaca, a state in which this problem is noted more widely, 
Pedro Vasquez Colmenares commented: '"'Caciquismo' is an unjust situation that 
we must banish wherever it is found." 


The governor explained: "I interpret 'caciquismo' to be the illegal holding 
of economic power and political power for the benefit of one individual or a 


group thereof." 


He stressed: "This is an unjust situation that must be attacked in depth," 
noting that at this PRI National Assembly a formal commitment has been made 
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to put am end to this situation, which is an obstacle to democracy in the 
country." 


Carlos Jonguitud Barrios, governor of San Luis Potosi, claimed that the attack 
on "caciquismo" is "a system called for by the PRI, and all the party's cadres, 
regardless of the position that we may hold, must strive tu eliminate it all 
over the country and on all its levels." 


Direct Candidate Selection Assured 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 25 Aug 8&4 pp 1-A, 8-A, 9-A, 32-A 


[Text] Through a secret, direct vote, members previously recorded in the PRI's 
electoral register will be the only ones to determine the internal selection 
of its candidates for popularly elected offices; as of yesterday, the National 
Women's Revolutionary Association (ANFER) and the National Movement of Revolu- 
tionary Youth were assigned secondary status, and will be controlled directly 
by the PRI National Executive Committee; and the National Honor and Justice 
Committee was also created for the purpose of condemning, rewarding, encourag- 
ing or penalizing PRI members who keep their commitment to the party or fail 
to do so. The foregoing have been determined by the reforms and additions 

to the PRI statutes approved yesterday at the 12th National Assembly. 


Enrique Fernandez Martinez, leader of the National Confederation of Popular 
Organizations and chairman of the Commission for Study and Decision on the 

PRI Statutes, stated in his findings that this commission analyzed all the 
proposals submitted at the meetings onthe subject held throughout the national 
territory, "to discard what is no longer workable, to establish what has proven 
its historical value and to incorporate new provisions that will make us progress 
in a revolutionary manner." 


In his explanation, he said that, with regard to the membership, "it must be 
reformed so that, not only will the numbers be larger, but also there will be 
an improvement in the quality of the party's members," making them an element 
that is united with its principles; because in this way the PRI will be 
strengthened by its members, and vice versa. 


The commission, whose decision was approved, maintains that, "The party career 
must be the means for encouraging and creating the political vocation, as 

well as for developing the personal qualities and capacity for revolutionary 
solidarity of the PRI members.” 


It admits that, "It is infinitely more difficult and more costly to train a 
party cadre than to train a technician. In social and political terms, the 
party career is more important than any other. The possibility of prolonging 
the all-important life of the PRI, and hence the revolutionary presence of our 
system, depends on the party career, proliferated among the members in the 
rural and urban areas." 
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In the decision, which was unanimously approved, it claims: "When the opportu- 
nity is afforded for political access to the areas of public administration 
and positions for popular representation for the PRI cadres with a party 
career, the government gains continuity, the state intensifies its legitimacy 
and the party wins zreater moral sclvency." 


And with respect to this latter point, it maintains, "The members have demanded 
the establishment of the necessary mechanisms to record the party activities 

of all PRI members, and hence it is proposed that the respective record of 
political work be created." 


To explain in detail the function and importance of women, the decision states 
that the latter are a major element in the development of the PRI's political 


existence. 


And it adds that, to achieve this goal, action must be taken with a new 


approach, and for this purpose it proposed the creation of the National 
Council for Women's Participation, whereby the PRI will strive to incorporate 
them into the party's activity,"without precluding the maintenance and intensi- 


fication of the bond between their activities for their material and cultural 
improvement and the activities of the sectors to which they are closely linked 
by their class status," and its creation was approved. In other words, every 
sector will have an independent women's organization, which will be coordinated 
only on the PRI's national level, by the council. 


This council, which in fact abolishes the preeminence of the ANFER over the 
PRI and assumes it, will be comprised of the president, secretary general, 
senior officer and secretaries of agrarian, worker and popular action of the 
PRI's CEN, and the national leaders of each ANFER sector and of other women's 


political organizations recognized by the council will participate therein. 


Also approved was the creation (within the PRI's CEN) of the Directorate of 
Community Development and Family Care, the operation of which will be headed 
on the national level by the PRI's CEN, and in the states and municipalities 
by the PRI leaders. 


It is vitally important to the PRI to provide for the youth, and to achieve 

this it also decided to create the National Council of Youth Programs, the 
structure of which will be similar to that of the women's movement; and the 
National Movement of Revolutionary Youth, which will be a part of its structure, 
will be given secondary status, without going out of existence. Its function 

is to foster the participation of young people in the PRI's political and orga- 
nizational activity. 


Fernando Martinez told the assembly that, “Consideration has always been given 
to the need for penalizing party members who disregard their commitments. This 
issue has occupied the interest of our members, who demand more resolute 

action by the party to apply corrective measures to those who fail or are 
faulty." 
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And, responding to the national consensus of the rank and file, he claimed that 
there was an urgent need t~ create the PRI's National Honor and Justice Comnit- 
tee, that has been approveu, which should consist of five members represent ing 
the sectorial and territorial structure, "but, in particular, representing a 
scrupulous adaptation to the requirements of revolutionary ethics." 


Recognition of Distinguished Persons 


This committee will be authorized to propose PRI members who deserve the award 
"for revolutionary merit," giving recognition to the party's most distinguished 
members from the standpoint of ethics and politics, and imposing penalties on 
all those, regardless of their administrative or political position, who incur 
deviations or failings that injure the party's moral integrity. 


Insofar as the responsibility of public servants is concerned, the approved 
decision asserts that the "government and party have one origin: the revolution. 
Between the two there is a relationship of indestructible alliance and respect." 


And it adds: "Hence, public servants have a political obligation and a moral 
commitment to be faithful to the revolutionary principles and to maintain a 
close relationship with the party that has made their office possible." 


And it declares: "Up until now, the statutes have stipulated the obligation of 
local and federal legislators to submit a public annual report on their activi- 
ties. To continue progressing in this alliance between the government and the 
party, the commission is of the opinion that this obligation should apply to 
the other public servants, in the manner and terms decided upon by the National 
Executive Committee." 


When the recommendation was approved by the assembly, the PRI's CEN noted that 
there would soon be an announcement gf the manner in which non-elected public 
employees would report on the work that they perform. 


The decision also states that the best elements are those who, after having 
proven their party membership and loyalty, are called upon to hold positions 

in public administration, ignoring the upstarts or those who have no revolution- 
ary convictions. 


Finally, it called for a reform of the statutes, so that a direct, secret vote 
by the members, following their registration in the PRI's electoral register, 
would select the candidates for popularly elected posts that the PRI would 

run in elections; because, in this way, "we shall foster organization and, in 
addition to stressing the importance of sectorial and territorial organization, 
underscoring the value of individual membership," thereby putting an end to 
party injustices that have occurred at other times. 


The decision was approved, and it was announced that the PRI would notify its 
members of the manner and terms whereby the new statutes would be drawn up, 
based on this decision. 
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Possibilities of Change Examined 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 25 Aug 84 pp 1-A, 14-A 
[C. Loret de Mola commentary] 


[Text] There has been talk of giving the Institutional Revolutionary Party a 
new structure and, in fact, there have been some intentions at the 12th 

National Assembly of pursuing a constructive, corrective goal, particularly 
with regard to conduct. The PRI is actually a presidentiaiist party, firmly 

and unconditionally adhering to the policy lines of the president in office, 
whose name is included in the initials at the top of the political institution's 
building. 


With president and party inseparable, there are apparently no possibilities of 
changes without the approval of the holder of the executive office. ere is 
no recollection of any differences between the organization's board ‘rectors 
and the chief executive. The legislative branch, the vast majority of wich has 
come from the PRI, is run to abide by orders from the chief executive, not to 
dispute them. 


A "remodeling" of the PRI, such as that attempted by Carlos Madrazo during 
Gustavo Diaz Ordaz' 6-year term, when it began to be called "the party which 
governs," and some internal plebiscite-type municipal elections were held, 

with direct vote as well, dissociated from the instructions from the governors, 
has usually ended, suddenly, with the departure of the PRI president, ultimate- 


ly coming in confrontation with the chief. 


Presidentialism not only subjugates the other two state authorities and the 
local, regional and municipal institutions with the grandeur of its power, but 
also turns the majority party into another appendage, subject to its authority, 
with the obligation of guessing what the chief executive is thinking. 


If a thorough change in the party is desired, it must affect presidentialism. 
The secret does not lie in national or local or sectional executive committees, 
but rather in Los Pinos. In order to give the PRI a decision-making capacity 
in some form of internal democracy, the president of the republic's authority 
to issue decisive instructions would have to be reduced. 


To strengthen the PRI, it would have to be allowed free internal action. To 
begin with, the only change in the higher positions on the national board of 
directors, that of the secretary general, was typically presidentialist: 
Instead of an expert in political office such as the one who had been there, 
there arrived a distinguished lady whose only background in the political 

area is the fact that she responded to the current president's first report. 
She is an excellent attorney and a respectable lady, but her presence is a sign 
highlighting presidentialism; and the very date of the convening of the assem- 
bly, so close to that of the second report, appears to be another feature of 
the events making the presidential image stand out. 
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Presidentialism is, in fact, the machinery and the stage for the chief execu- 
tive. So long as the institutions and the official party are part of this 
structure and are subject to it, their operation will depend on one personage 
and a single judgment; very similar to the monarchies, but the ancient ones. 
It has already been remarked that our Bonapartism resembles the absolutism 

of the 18th century. 


And the size of the presidentialist apparatus must be inversely proportional 
to the political dimension of the holder of power. A great president might 
dispense with the presidentialist throne to turn over constitutional authority 
to the Congress (which the law assigns to it) and leave to the institutions 

as a whole and to the government party the capacity for free development, 
based on the democratic fluidity demanded by such a large population, increas- 
ingly prepared for and uneasy about public service work and less inclined 
toward the conformity and resignation inherent in the subjects of an ancient 
empire. 


A small president needs a great presidentialist apparatus. A great president 
requires only a small apparatus. The rest is accomplished by his personality 
and generated by his skill. To preserve the political system, Miguel de la 
Madrid must be a sufficiently great president to reduce presidentialist authori- 
tarianism to a minimum and to humbly admit the counterbalance of the Congress 
and the party. This is the issue. 


Party Tasks Enumerated 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 26 Aug 84 pp 1-A, 15-A, 29-A 


[Text] As a result of the 12th National Assembly and what constitutes the 
beginning of the action to reform and strengthen the PRI, this party assigned 

to all its members yesterday 150 basic tasks, including respect for ideological 
pluralism and for the political action of the minorities; abiding by the people's 
desires in elections; "vigorously" defending the right of Mexicans to the free 
expression of their ideas; proposing "suitable" candidates; holding convincing 
election campaigns; and demanding the necessary social and economic changes of 
the state. 


The long list of "tasks" to which the country's PRI members will have to 
devote themselves starting today also includes: increasing the rank and 

file's participation in the orientation of party activity; reporting to and 
guiding the people regarding national and international problems; requiring 
fulfillment of the party's commitment concerning PRI public servants; intensi- 
fying the balance, cooperation and independence among the union's three 
branches of government; and strengthening the Congress of the Union and the 
local legislatures. 


In the economic realm, PRI members will have to advocate the reduction of the 


deficit in the public sector "without sacrificing social priorities"; the 
establishment and stringent implementation by the state of all the measures 


107 

















necessary for preventing the flight of capital abroad, "to the detriment of 
the national interest"; the restructuring of the foreign debt based on the 
establishment of a ceiling on the payment of interest and principal; and the 
enactment of a "realistic" monetary policy in the service of the national 
strategy for development. 

The 43d of the tasks assigned to PRI members stipulates: " Striving on behalf 
of the making of deepseated changes in the economic structure, so as to avoid 
recurring crises." 


The tasks are divided into three large categories: "national claims," 'demands 
of the party's rank and file” and "policy lines for party action." 


Included in the first of those categories, among other things, are the follow- 
ing slogans or missions: 


a) To maintain the power to accomplish the historic plan of the Mexican revolu- 
tion to its final consequences. 


b) To increase the material conditions that will ensure complete exercise of 
freedom and will make the implementation of justice possible. 


c) To demand that the state ensure the fulfillment of individual guarantees. 
d) To make the social rights in effect fully operative. 


e) To demand that the competent authorities enforce compliance with the legal 
provisions on religious worship and external discipline. 


f) To continue establishing the social change in the law. 


g) To require of citizens fulfillment of the obligation and exercise of the 
right of universal suffrage. 


h) To uphold the people's desires in the processes of forming and integrating 
political power. 


i) To preserve the legitimacy of the public authorities as a genuine expression 
of the will of the majority. 


j) To combat the organizations representing economic interests which attempt 
to exceed the specific bounds of their legal authority and seek to establish 
themselves, de facto, as organs of political participation. 

Not To Destroy the Legal Order 

PRI members are also called upon to seek the application of the full brunt of 


the law upon those who, through violent or destablizing acts, attempt to 
destroy the legal order of the republic. 
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They are also assigned to ensure the revolutionary exercise of public authori- 
ty; to publicly debate the composition and powers of the Senate of the Repub- 
lic; to "forcefully" reverse excessive political centralization; to consult 
the population of Mexico City regarding the methods for its participation in 
the government of the Federal District; and to subject any act of authority 

to the law. 


In addition, they are to steadfastly combat any kind of "caciquismo" system; 
to give complete force to municipal reform; to achieve a policy on the news 
media that will respond to the national interests; and to "mobilize the 
progressive forces to make qualitative changes in the country's political 
activity." 


Similarly, PRI members are requested to uphold the exercise of the nation's 
right to impose on private property the types dictated by the public interest; 
the strengthening of the public sector in strategic areas of the national 
economy; and complementary participation by the public, social and private 
sectors in the area of the mixed economy system. 


PRI members are asked to strive so that there will be "an effective battle, 
with laws, action and all available facilities, against the monopolies and 
the concentration of wealth"; and to fight against inflation, a d on behalf 
of the permanent creation of jobs and the management of public enterprises 
with patriotism and with a lofty sense of technical and administrative effi- 
ciency. 


PRI members are also given the task of demanding of the state priority action 
on behalf of complete rural development; guaranteeing for the alienated 
groups enjoyment of the benefits of national progress, the execution, "to 

its final consequences, of the educational revolution and the accomplishment 
of an urban reform that will transform the cities and towns for the benefit 
of their inhabitants." 


A Gainful Wage 


The section on "demands of the party's rank and file" includes these tasks for 
PRI members: 


1. To seek the actual distribution of all land that is legally subject to 
allocation, to its final consequences. 


2. To strive for the complete liberation of Mexican rural society, by means 
of its members’ democratic participation in all realms of the nation's 
political, economic and social life. 


3. To demand regulation of the rural labor market. 


4. To seek the participation of the ethnic groups in the determination of the 
Indian policy. 


109 








And, with reference to the labor movement, it stipulates: 


1)Seek the workers’ participation in the Mexican society's decision-making 
processes. 


II) Strive on behalf of the incorporation of the gainful wage system in 
the General Constitution of the Republic. 


III) Ensure complete effectiveness and consolidation of the right to work. 


IV) Seek the defense of the working class, based on respect for the autonomy 
of its organizations. 


V) Seek the defense of the existing job sources and the creation of new jobs. 


VI) Seek the workers' participation in the profits of business firms and the 
establishment of tax mechanisms that will make the workers" tax burden 
suitable. 


VII) Safeguard the rights of non-wage earning workers. 


Finally, in the section on "policy lines for party action," PRI members are 
called upon to work on the discussion and thorough assimilation of the party's 
ideological program, to revalue the original meaning of the member's authentic 
participation and to intensify the party effort of the agrarian, labor and 
popular sectors. 


Party Decisions Evaluated 
Mexico City PROCESO in Spanish No 408, 27 Aug 84 pp 6, 8 


[Text] In less than 2 hours, there was disillusionment: "We don't want a new 
party." 


Left behind were the expectations of some 12 million PRI members who, for over 
4 months, at 38,545 assemblies (local, municipal, district and state) had 
harbored hopes of a renewal of the PRI at that 12th National Assembly of the 
party. 


And Adolfo Lugo Verduzco, confirmed (on Thursday, 23 August) as the PRI's 
president, based on the age-old style of finger-pointing, explained: 


"We PRI members are not in search of a new party. We want a better party. We 
are determined to maintain ourselves as the historic party of the Mexican 
revolution." 


That was to be the tone: repairing instead of renewing the PRI, "a perfect but 
empty organization," as it was described by a leader observing the timely 
operation of the great machinery from the platform. 
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Swaggering, speeches and applause from nearly 6,000 PRI members gathered in 
the National Auditorium operated perfectly, with gears oiled by luck: the 

fact that the PAN, encouraged by the Heritage Foundation (which "wants to see 
a more extensive movement of parties in Mexico"), participated in the national 
convention of the Republican Party in the United States. 


That "PAN observation" saved the PRI assembly and monolithically unified all 
the PRI members, even though their hopes of renewal were left behind. 


And Lugo Verduzco took advantage of the opportunity: 


" ».Mexico will not return to 19th century political systems. To save the 
nation from sell-out parties, the Mexicans with a nationalist desire, headed 
by Benito Juarez, waged and won an exemplary, definitive battle....The revolu- 
tionary power will continue to be rooted in the people's sovereign will. Over 
and over again we shall consecutively defeat those advocating a sell-out and 
Mexico's enemies.... The solutions to Mexico's problems lie in Mexico, and 

are the sole responsibility of Mexicans, without outside interference of any 
kind." 


This content was followed by nearly everyone, from the first speaker, Efrain 
Zuniga Galeana (CNC) to Miguel Gonzalez Avelar, leader of the Senate. And in 
addition to the PAN, the Republican Party and the Heritage Foundation, Jack 
Anderson and the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) of the United States contri- 
buted to the PRI's good luck, saving its assembly: 


Only 3 days earlier, Anderson had published in the WASHINGTON POST a "confiden- 
tial report" from the CIA, prepared for President Reagan, in which it was 
claimed that "the almost monolithic party that has dominated Mexico for over 

half a century, the PRI, is beginning to be af-aid." And, after analyzing 

the "prospects for instability in Mexico," and detailing electoral processes 
wherein the PAN had "amazing success," Anderson claimed that the CIA "is concern- 
ed because the situation (in Mexico) might lead to a right or left wing revolu- 
tion.” 


And in view of this "observation by the PAN allied with imperialism," the PRI 
members became unified, their assembly was saved and Efrain Zuniga evoked 
applause with his denials: 


"The isolated, temporary and accidental victories of the reactionaries have 
not put us on the defensive....It is not true that the accidental victories 

of the pro-imperialist reactionaries in the service of landholders and former 
bankers; it is not true that the accidental victories in Durango or Chihuahua 
have put us in a state of fear. On the contrary, we are a revolutionary party 
that is forging ahead to victory. The former bankers, the landholders and 
those from the reactionary opposition cannot judge us, because they lost the 
revolution in 1910. The PRI is not the image of the defeated , but rather 

un the contrary, here we are, as always, winners." 
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Even the representatives of the labor sector, who before the assembly had been 
the most radical in their demands for renewal of the PRI, were now becoming 
aligned and following the trend: 


"Our party is nurtured on the ideology of the Mexican revolution, wherein it 
finds an origin and a destiny. Therefore, we are deeply nationalistic and 
revolutionary, because we believe in and are committed to a sovereign, indepen- 
dent Mexico, capable of building its destiny by itself," remarked Senator 

Jose Ramirez Gamero, the CTM's political action secretary. 


Gonzalez Avelar, in turn, demanded that "other parties, abiding by the laws 
and based on the loyalty that we all owe to Mexico, remain aloof from slogans 
or interests coming from abroad. It is a national issue not to allow dena- 
tionalized minorities to seek foreign interference, out of their own oppor- 
tunistic ambitions.” 


To be sure, the PRI National Assembly could not confine itself to condemning 
the PAN observation. Although only partiaily, it had to fulfill the expecta- 
tions of its luxurious assembly, attended by the governors of all the states 
of the republic, nearly all the party's ex-presidents (except for Carlos 
Sansores Perez, who is ill) and, in short, the most important members of the 
so-called "Mexican political class." One of the most prominent presences was 
that of Javier Garcia Paniagua (almost slender, rejuvenated and smiling), who 
reappeared publicly after nearly 2 years, as if to bolster the "PRI unity." 


Also surprising was the appointment of a woman, Deputy Irma Cue de Duarte, as 
secretary general of the PRI, replacing Francisco Luna Kan, who did not even 
show up at the assembly. Included in party activities 3 years ago, last year 
Deputy Cue contested President Miguel de la Madrid's first report. And despite 
the feminism that is in fashion, the now PRI secretarygeneral did not dare to 
feminize the title of distinction, "1984 Indo-American Man," which was granted 
this year to the association known as "Man, Inc." Be that as it may, they 

have now nicknamed her "the Mexican Ferraro," and many assume that she will 

be the second female governor in the country (after Griselda Alvarez, in 
Colima), when Agustin Acosta Lagunes leaves the Veracruz government. 


Faithful to the custom of adapting to the ideology of the president in office, 
the PRI reformed its statement of principles, incorporating views that Miguel 
de la Madrid has been voicing since he was a candidate for the presidency. 

For example, it eliminated the concept of "social democracy," replacing it 
with that of "revolutionary nationalism," and that of a "new society," replac- 
ing it with that of a "free, egalitarian society." And as for that of the 
"party of the workers," a concept for which the CTM fought so much and which 
caused confrontations and controversies in 1978, at the 12th National Assembly, 
the PRI set it aside and assumed a less drastic commitment: that of "defending 
the interests and rights of the working classes and strata." 


To calm employers and workers, the new statement of principles warns that 
"the Mexican State does not exist to allow any of the social classes to oppress 
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the others, nor to put itself ahead of the nation." And although it condemns 
the "attempt to set up a so-called economic authority or one of any other 
kind in opposition to the legitimate constitutional authority," it approves 
of the mixed economy system and the right to private property. 


A new concept that has been incorporated into the PRI's principles is that of 
"national security," the purpose of which is "to preserve the country's iden- 
tity and complete development, as a means for guaranteeing internal order, 
based on the force of the Constitution and the state of law emanating from 
it." In this regard, the PRI claims that "the Armed Forces are contributing 
effectively to national security," and that their members "are an indivisible 
part of the people, linked by indissoluble bonds to the people's aspirations 
for prosperity, freedom, justice and independence." 


As for corruption, "the party condemns all lack of integrity, and assumes the 
obligation to organize the people in the battle against corruption wherever 

it manifests itself." To achieve this, the PRI has gone back nearly 20 years 
and incorporated into its statutes the National Honor and Justice Committee, 
similar to the one created in 1965 by Carlos A. Madrazo at the Fourth National 
Assembly. Its function will be that of "politically penalizing party members 
who disregard their commitments" and "applying corrective measures to those 
who fail or are faulty." It should be recalled that, 4 months ago, a distin- 
guished PRI member, Victor Manzanilla Schaffer, demanded (PROCESO No 388) that 
former President Jose Lopez Portillo, following a political trial, be expelled 
from the PRI. The fact is that the PRI has never punished (much less expelled) 
any PRI member, even when he has been subjected to a criminal trial, as in 

the case of Jorge Diaz Serrano or Miguel Lerma Candelaria. 


On the other hand, this same committee will reward PRI members who "owing to 
their prominence as members, are qualified each year to receive the award ‘for 
revolutionary merit," and it will also give "laudatory certificates of recog- 
nition for the most outstanding work done by party members.” 


Madracista without Madrazo, the PRI is now reviving another reform which 
failed in 1965: that of selecting its candidates for municipal president by 

a direct, secret vote; but only them. The candidates for deputy, senator, 
governor and president of the republic will continue to be proposed using the 
traditional method. 


Before the assembly, the great suspense was regarding whether the PRI could 
achieve autonomy, even if only minimal, with respect to the president of the 
republic. But no; it was made clear that the party's "superior guide" is 
still and will continue to be the chief executive. 


The only one who halfheartedly dared to mention renovation of national politi- 
cal activity was the Chamber of Deputies leader, Humberto Lugo Gil. More 


optimistically than critically, he remarked: 


"Let neither hasty antagonists nor theorizers deceive themselves. The reform- 
ing capacity of the party, of its mass organizations and of its members, has 
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not reached its end. With this assembly, it has recovered a new impetus, 
paving the way for a new era for the nation; because the renewal of the PRI 
entails the renewal of national political activity." 


While that renewal is arriving, President Miguel de la Madrid brought to a 
close on Saturday the assembly of a PRI in his image and likeness. 
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MEXICO 


SILVA HERZOG, SEPULVEDA ADDRESS DEBT TSSUF 
FL141342 Mexico City NOTIMEX in Spanish 2300 GMT 13 Sep 84 
[By correspondent Yasmin Ross] 


[Text] Mar del Plata, 13 Sep (NOTIMEX)--Mexico today stated its conviction 
that at the Cartagena group meeting it will be necessary to be precise in 
defining the manner in which to initiate a dialogue between Latin American 
debtor countries and creditor nations. 


At a press conference, Mexico's Finance Secretary Jesus Silva Herzog and Foreign 
Secretary Bernardo Sepulveda Amor stated that the debt problem has not been 
resolved. Silva Herzog said that this was only the first or second round of a 
fight which would have some 15 rounds. Foreign Secretary Sepulveda Amor under- 
scored that steps taken by Latin America up to the present had given a new 
political character to the treatment of the debt, and had increased the region's 
negotiating capacity. The foreign minister announced that at the next UN 
General Assembly meeting the first informal contacts between industrialized 
nations and the debtor nations of America would begin. 


The two leaders both denied that Mexico was attending the Mar del Plata meeting 
in a different position than other Latin American nations. The statement put 
an end to a series of press reports on Mexico's recent position toward starting 
a dialogue with the creditor nations. 


After stating that Mexico had been one of the most avid supporters of a North- 
South dialogue, Sepulveda Amor said that it would be incongruous for Mexico 

to attend a meeting of this nature if it were going to contradict its tradi- 
tional position. 


Foreign journalists in Mar del Plata also asked about the conditions which 
Mexico had obtained in renegotiating half of its foreign debt. On this, Silva 
Herzog said the agreement reached with the banks provided medium- and long-term 
solutions to the refinancing of the debt. He added that Mexico had been able 
to avoid the prime rate, the U.S. preferential interest rate, and obtain more 
reasonable rates. Mexico also was able to defer payments on debts due within 
the next 6 years, repaying them in 14 years. 
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Silva Herzog said that Mexico had been given the rare privilege of being one 

of the first to be embroiled in the foreign debt crisis, the first to fall into 
this critical situation. He underscored the importance of the benefits Mexico 
has attained because they are part of the fundamental objectives sought by the 
Cartagena Consensus. Nevertheless, Silva Herzog warned that Mexico was not 
trying to become an example for other nations to follow. 


The two leaders showed themselves in favor of using all possible instances to 
establish a dialogue with the creditor nations, private banks, and international 
financial organizations. Nexico believes the most immediate steps to be taken 
are through informal conversations among chiefs of siate at the next UN meeting, 
the presentation of proposals before the IMF's annual meeting, and the World 
Bank's development committee. 


They said that Mexico's Government understands that there are two levels at 

which to treat Latin America's foreign debt: Cartagena's efforts do contribute 
to creating a reference guide for a global study of the problem, but negotiations 
should continue on a bilateral basis. Silva Herzog said each country and each 
debt deserved a particular treatment because each had different conditions. 

The spirit of Mexico at Cartagena's second meeting, where top finance adminis- 
trators from the foreign ministries of 11 countries are meeting, is one of 
reinforcing regional solidarity. 


The two Mexican leaders’ press conference was held minutes before starting the 
first round of conversations among signatory ministers of the Cartagena Con- 
sensus. Also attending this meeting besides Mexico were Argentina, Brazil, 
Venezuela, Colombia, Peru, Ecuador, Bolivia, Chile, Uruguay and the Dominican 
Republic. 


CSO: 3248/786 
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MEXICO 


BRLEFS 


NEW AMBASSADOR TO GUATEMALA--Yesterday, Abraham Talavera Lopez was appointed 
by the president of the republic as Mexico's ambassador to Guatemala, replacing 
Brig Gen Rafael Macedo Figueroa, who held that post since 1978, according to 

a report from the Secretariat of Foreign Reiations. Talavera Lopez was born 
in Tenango del Valle, Mexico, in 1949; holds a degree in international rela- 
tions from El Colegio de Mexico; and has held the following positions, among 
others: adviser to the government of the state of Mexico; federal deputy to 
the Congress of the Union (1973-76); and legislative functions, wherein 

he was a member of various Chamber of Deputies commissions, including that on 
foreign relations. He has also been a member of the Standing Commission of 
the Congress of the Union; technical adviser to the General Directorate of 
BANOBRAS; Federal District Department deputy in Venustiano Carranza; general 
director of political and social research in the Secretariat of Government; 
and senior officer of the same office. At present, he is an adviser to the 
secretary of foreign relations and Mexican representative on the Contadina 
Group's Political Affairs Commission. [Text] [Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 
23 Aug 84 pp 5-A, 40-A] 2909 
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ST LUCTA 


COLWTON VOWS TO STOP POLITICAL HARASSMENT OF TNDUSTRY 
FL112030 Bridgetown CANA in kaglish 2025 GML LI Sep 04 


[Yext] Castries, ll Sep (CANA)--St Lucia'’s prime minister, John Compton, 
says his government will "yo at Length’ to protect industry here from unnamed 
political elements whom he said were trying, to close tactories. 


lig was speaking in Parliament on a motion to authorise government to borrow 
eight million dollars (1 E.C. dollar: 37 cents U.S.) from a commercial bank 
to further the state's ecouomic development. 


Compton said that the economy was showing signs of recovery and there had been 
uuch interest shown by iavestors, especially in the Vieux lort industrial zone 
in the south of the island. 


ilowever, he said, the urea was bein: used as a target for attacks and the scene 
of demonstrations. 


“Certain political elements have been interfering with the operations of indus- 
tries in the south of the island, with the aim of closing them down,’ he sail. 


lle said while government was trying hard to attract industries from a number of 
countries including the Far “ast, there were persons who sought to create un- 
rest awon;, the workers of these industries by criticising their wages. 


"Most of these workers are only trainees and are therefore entitled only to 
special allowances while underyoiny their period of training,’ be said. 


lie added, “We will not sit idly by and allow the harassment of [words indis- 
tinct] to coutinue, as St Lucia would easily fiad itself on the bread line.” 


Although the prime minister did not name any politician or political party, he 
is believed to have been pointing an accusia, finger at the Vrogressive Labour 
Karty (PLP) Led by former Deputy Prime Minister Georje Odlum, which held a 
protest march at Vieux Fort 2 weeks ayo. 


iie told Parliament that Libyan leader Mu'anmar al-Qadhdhafi's money will not 
be used to put St Lucia on the bread line. 
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opeaking about economic recovery, he explained that the yovernuent was conmitted 
to payiny, its debts although it was stil) in arrears in electricity aud water 
bills. 


the banana crop, he stressed, was showin;; enormous recovery and the 7(0,000- 
Con crop projected for this year would be the highest. 


“There has been some economic recovery chroush the development of the apri- 
culture sector and ia construction but the island is still faced with diffi- 
culties, for alter the payment of salaries to public servants last month 
{OVernment's bank overdraft rose in excess of 10 million dollars,’ Compton 
said, 


liowever, he said, he expects Lhe situation to improve this moath. Ue said 

tuat in the south, government has been peneratin; employment for the people, 
and two firms, one from Hong Kony, aud the other from taiwau, have already been 
allocated Lactory space and by December this year they snould make an impact on 
unenp Loymeat. 


The prime minister, who is also the minister of finance, pointed out that 
things would be better if the U.S. economic situation improved and the local 
tourist industry recovered this winter, adding: "We must try to keep the 
political and industrial climate stable." 


lle said in addiction, St Lucians would have to maintain hiph levels of produc- 
tiou and hope that better prices would be paid for local exports. 
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